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Congratulations to Wayne Taylor Racing for winning
the 2019 Rolex 24 Hours at Daytona
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Heavy rains that began in the early morning hours on
Sunday and continued throughout the day made the 57th
Rolex 24 At Daytona a battle for survival, and the team
that wound up to be the fittest was the No. 10 Konica
Minolta Cadillac DPi-V.R squad of Jordan Taylor, Renger
van der Zande, Kamui Kobayashi and Fernando Alonso.
With two hours and seven minutes remaining in the race,
Alonso took the lead when 2018 IMSA WeatherTech
SportsCar Championship Prototype champion Felipe
Nasr spun off course in Turn 1 in the No. 31 Whelen Engineering Cadillac DPi-V.R. Ten minutes later, and with
rains intensifying, the race was red flagged for the second time due to track conditions. It was the first Rolex 24
in history to have two red flags.
It was not restarted, giving the No. 10 Cadillac fielded by
Wayne Taylor Racing its second Rolex 24 At Daytona
victory in three years. Cadillac won its third consecutive
Rolex 24 since launching its DPi program at the start of
the 2017 WeatherTech Championship season.
Jordan Taylor was the lone member of the driving lineup
in both victories and now is a two-time overall Rolex 24
winner. His 2017 victory came alongside his brother,
Ricky, as well as four-time Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series champion Jeff Gordon and longtime Wayne
Taylor Racing driver Max Angelelli.
That victory helped to propel the Taylor brothers to five
consecutive WeatherTech Championship victories and
the 2017 Prototype title. Wayne Taylor Racing also won
the Rolex 24 in 2005.
“I think it was an interesting race with the conditions
changing, very tough, but I think, like everyone else
says, everyone did their job,” said Jordan Taylor. “All four
drivers led in their own right and drove to the lead, different parts of the race, and it was all about survival. You
saw a lot of guys taking a lot of risk early in the race, but
we waited with the game plan of running our own race
and not getting caught up in anyone else's battles.
“I think it was the right game plan. We stayed out of trouble, no car damage, no one went off the track. That's the
way you win these 24-hour races, and we kind of came
into the grid thinking almost every single car can win the
race, and you see guys making little mistakes here and
there, and this team has now done six out of seven years
finishing on the podium without issues. I think it's a huge
testament to Wayne Taylor Racing.”
Alonso, the two-time Formula 1 World Champion, took
his first victory in his second Rolex 24 appearance. He
became the third Formula 1 World Champion to win the
Rolex 24, joining Phil Hill and Mario Andretti. Hill was the
1961 Formula 1 champion and 1964 Rolex 24 champion.
Andretti was the 1978 Formula 1 champion and the 1972
Rolex 24 champion. Alonso won his two world championships in 2005 and 2006.

Alonso’s victory comes on the heels of an overall win in the 24
Hours of Le Mans last June and comes in advance of a scheduled appearance in May’s Indianapolis 500.
“I’m very, very proud of the job that we achieved today, but it
was not a one-day job, it was a one-month job,” Alonso said.
“For me in December we started preparing the race and receiving all the documents, how the Cadillac works and how Wayne
Taylor Racing, some procedures that maybe are different compared with other teams. We tried to have a quick integration,
Kamui and myself, trying to learn as much as we could from the
team in the Roar, and then on the race itself, it was very, very
difficult. Conditions were changing all the time.”
It was the first Rolex 24 victory for both van der Zande and Kobayashi. Van der Zande was the 2016 WeatherTech Championship Prototype Challenge (PC) champion. It was the second
consecutive victory for van der Zande, Jordan Taylor and the
No. 10 team, as it also won the 2018 season-ending Motul Petit
Le Mans at Michelin Raceway Road Atlanta.
“I’m super happy,” van der Zande said. “Fantastic. I think I said
before the weekend, I think to the team, Wayne and Max (Angelelli), fantastic that they put such little pieces together. It's a
big puzzle, and it comes together in this victory here right now.
Thanks a lot to my teammates, the whole team, and I’m very
happy to bring home a watch and a lot of victory feelings. What
more to say?”
The victory for Kobayashi comes in his first Rolex 24 and his
first WeatherTech Championship start. The Japanese ex-Formula 1 driver is a full-time driver of the No. 7 Toyota LMP1 car
in the FIA World Endurance Championship.
“I'm so happy to be here, and obviously I think like the 24-hour
race, it's never easy even when you have a good car or whatever because you have so many issues, problems,” Kobayashi
said. “I think today we had really extremely difficult conditions. I
think all the team guys; the drivers did a great job. I think the
team did a really, really good job, and obviously the car was
really good.”
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Text and photos by Joe Jennings

Among those greeting him were former car owner Chip Ganassi and teammate Jimmy Vasser.
At age 52, Zanardi doesn't think he has much time left to race
but he said, "If you ask a racer whether he wants to race, it is
like asking a cat whether he likes mice."
Zanardi was one of the busiest drivers leading up to the Rolex
24, signing autographs, greeting fans, doing local interviews,
renewing old acquaintances, going to New York City for a succession of television interviews and a NASDAQ stock market
appearance and sponsor promotions.
Alex Zanardi, the colorful racing star from the 1990s,
made his Rolex 24 at Daytona debut in late January driving a BMW M8 for BMW Team RLL. For the flashy Italian driver, the race marked his first time to compete in
the United States since losing both legs in a gruesome
Champ Car accident in Germany in 1991.
Never giving up, the two-time open-wheel champion has
competed successfully in Europe, becoming one of the
world's top hand cyclists and has continued to race cars,
competing with BMW in the World Touring Car Championship and the Blancpain GT Sprint Series. His team's
BMW M8 GTE features special hand controls.
When BMW officials inquired as to his interest in racing
for them in a 24-hour race, they presumed he would pick
the 24 Hours of LeMans but were surprised when he
chose the Rolex 24.
"In life, it's a question of opportunities, and I had this one,
which is certainly one of the opportunities I would
choose," he said. "The Rolex 24 At Daytona has always
been, the 24-hour race for me in my eyes. Being European, people would probably believe that I would want to
go to Le Mans, but in reality, I grew up as a race car driver here in America.

For the Rolex 24, Zanardi teamed with Jesse Krohn, John Edwards and Chaz Mostert. Their race started out well but an issue with the steering wheel caused issues which derailed the ir
hopes for a top finish (9th in class), to the dismay of everyone
even though a team car took the GTLM class victory.
"We have an incredibly intense race behind us - won by BMW,"
Zanardi said afterward. "From a sporting point of view, we did
not achieve our goals with the #24 car. I feel incredibly sorry for
everyone who worked so hard on this project. We really tested
countless possible scenarios in the run-up to the race, and then
something happens in the first pit-stop which has never happened before. But that is motorsport for you. We just have to
accept it. That aside, my appearance here at Daytona, with all
the fantastic reactions from the fans, colleagues and opponents
has been like a fairy tale. This has been one of the best experiences of my life."
Eager to please, the smiling Italian seemed to enjoy his time in
the spotlight, proving the adage "Once a champion, always a
champion."

"I've always heard about this race many stories from
many colleagues who were involved at some point with
this great event. I always dreamed to be here. I've been
around a long, long time and it's almost like the time is
right, before the last curtain came down, here I am involved with BMW with a works machine for RLL, and I'm
very, very excited to be here."
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Flashing his friendly smile and outgoing personality, competitors, fans and officials greeted him warmly, a condition that
warmed his heart, he said.

By Ernie Saxton

But now that I think of it I should blame my step father for
agreeing to drive me to the Reading Fairgrounds, from
Bristol, PA, to see stock car racing. My first race. I got to
see Freddy Adam flip higher than the light post in turn
one. That was 1955. He survived and had a great career
in the sport. I went home trying to talk my step father into
taking me to the next race. He never did.
Instead I would make the trip to Philadelphia, where
Cousin Ben lived. I would take a train, an el and a bus to
get to his house so I could get a ride to tracks like Reading, Williams Grove, Hatfield and even Indy. And when I
got back to Philly all I had to do was take the bus to the
el and then to the train back to Bristol. At least I think that
was the way it all worked.
Hanging around with my cousin allowed me the opportunity to meet a lot of the midget racing greats of that era. I
even got to meet Johnny Thomson. I immediately took a
liking to him and as a teenager started a fan club for him.
Another old-timer named Crocky Wright helped me. I still
have the patch and membership card in my Langhorne,
PA home office. Johnny Thomson to this day continues
to be my all-time favorite racer.
Since my cousin was a writer I figured I would give it a
try. I practiced by writing an article on Bob Swiekart as a
school English project. I got an A. My next effort was
covering an ARDC midget race at Philadelphia’s Kennedy Stadium won by the great Len Duncan. My two page
article for Chris Economaki’s National Speed Sport News
ended up as three paragraphs but it had my byline. It
was the start of a career that continues today.
After graduating from high school, just barely, I worked in
construction, sheet and tin work in a company that made
grills, switchman on a US Steel railroad in Fairless Hills,
PA, a few years in finance and collection ending up managing the largest Beneficial Finance office in the MidAtantic States, 12 years in marketing with ABC and Disney
and finally just quitting to work for myself in motorsports
PR and sponsorship 30 years back. I actually did get
shot at a couple of times repossessing cars or trying to.

only race run there. It was won by Jack Duffy in 1971. I remember they tried to get me to join the actor’s union but when they
could not find anyone that would handle the announcing they
allowed me to do it. STP was involved.
My first announcing effort was at Atlantic City Speedway in
Pleasantville, NJ. The regular announcer did not show up so
since I handled the PR for the three quarter midget organization
that was racing they figured I could do it. I had never announced before. After much back and forth I agreed to do it.
Nothing to it I was told. No one would notice me. And I knew all
the cars and drivers.
Off I went to the booth and stammered through it until a bug
crawled in my mouth and I spent a minute or so choking on the
microphone. A lot of people noticed me then. I managed to survive the night.
I agreed to try again the next week at Seekonk, Mass. I
seemed to be doing pretty well and got a helping hand when
someone came up into the booth to tell me that it would be a
good idea that when I gave the car number and hometown I
include the driver name.

Over the years I have announced at more than 150
tracks around the nation. I have handled PR work for
several tracks and race sanctioning organizations. At
one time I had a full time job, announced five nights a
week and did PR for a few speedways and organizations. Plus I continued to pen columns for Illustrated
Speedway News and a number of different daily and
weekly newspapers.

And the announcing career continued. I was in Georgia announcing a race when I noticed a somewhat strange odor. I put
up with it. Stayed overnight in the hotel that the promoter arranged for me. And the next morning, before continuing my trip
to the Tampa, Florida Fairgrounds for IMCA Sprint car racing I
found that the announcer’s booth was raided and a moonshine
still found underneath. The source of the strange odor was
found.

I am the only person to announce an indoor three quarter
midget race at Madison Square Garden. That was the

A trip to California for business and to see the final Indianapolis
car race at Ontario Motor Speedway gave me the opportunity to
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I could blame it all on my cousin Ben Baird for my interest in auto racing. He was a writer for National Speed
Sport News, active in the Checkered Flag Fan Club and
a friend/stooge for Ernie McCoy and other Midget racers.

The next day Jim Cook, a man I had worked with in promotion, was involved in the Indianapolis car promotion
and asked me to sit with a man and give him some pointers on the racing. It turned out to be Mike Curb, the Lt.
Governor, along with his bodyguard who had a gun that
stuck out of his jacket that I could not take my eyes off
of.
As I said I have announced
a lot of races at a lot of different tracks. I got a bonus
from Jim Haynes at Lime
Rock Park for getting fans
to stand and cheer for an
ARDC midget race. He had
not seen that happen before.
For many years I was a
regular in the media corps,
as a photographer and then writer, at Indianapolis Motor
Speedway. Got to celebrate with Mario and others at the
Howard Johnson Motor Lodge?? Down the street from
the track when he won the 500 in 1969. I have quite a
few media badges saved in a box and I am trying to decide what to do with them. Still remember a wild ride,
towing a midget, with Bob Tattersall and Jimmy Maguire,
to SanteFe, Illinois Speedway from Indy. Tattersall did
not make the feature.
Dorothy Barringer rented us a room at her Fisher Place
home, a couple blocks from the Speedway, for a number
of years. There were a few notables that stayed there
also.
And 51 years ago I showed up as a member of the media for the Daytona 500 and have been attending ever
since. Some great memories. However that would take
another article to cover all that.

should not have been missing. I have not announced a race
since then though, if asked, I might try a race or two. I wasn’t
the best announcer but I held my own.
I could go into the times spent at Langhorne Speedway and my
work at Trenton International Speedway, Pocono and other
tracks but that would just make the article too damn long. Perhaps I should do the book that friends keep telling me to write.
Maybe a comic book.
Overall it has been a good life. My wife, Marilyn, has been an
important part of it. She deserves the credit for keeping me on
the straight and narrow. She has been responsible for much of
the success we have had. She is my BEST FRIEND. And my
son Richard, now 52 years old, who is the head of a department or two at Philadelphia Community College, has been very
supportive. Very proud of him and the family he has produced
that includes two beautiful granddaughters.
We have met a huge number of people and made a lot of
friends.
It is nice that a number of organizations have chosen to recognize my efforts in motorsports.
My membership in AARWBA goes back a lot of years.
I still do PR work for Grandview Speedway, Len Sammons Productions (indoor racing events and his long running Motorsports
show) and sponsorship work along with a newsletter on sponsorship marketing titled Motorsports Sponsorship Marketing
News (email Esaxton144@aol.com for a sample copy, include
your postal mailing address).
My columns appear in a variety of publications including magazines, newspapers and websites.
At 78 I should probably be retired but I just enjoy doing all that I
do and as long as I can keep doing it without embarrassing myself I will keep at it.
We are fortunate in that we get to split our time between Langhorne, PA and Ormond Beach, Florida. Call me at
267.934.7286 if you would like to chat or maybe share some
news for one of my columns or get some sponsorship help.

And during our 1969 Daytona visit with Red Kirsch, Al
Consoli, Jim Cutler and John Ernesto, all well-known
members of the media back then, we came up with the
idea of the Eastern Motorsport Press Association. I
served as president for many years and I am proud to
say Marilyn and I are members of the EMPA Hall of
Fame.
In 2013, after 45 years as announcer at NASCAR sanctioned Grandview Speedway, I announced my last race.
It was time. I was at the age when the eye sight was not
as good as it used to be and I just missed things that I
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announce USAC Midgets at J.C.Agajanian’s Ascot
Speedway. For some reason their regular announcer
was not able to do it and longtime friend Barbara Hellyer
suggested that I do it. I loved it. I even loved that a few
people waited at the bottom of the steps for me when it
was over to tell me that they had left Pennsylvania to
they would not have to listen to me again. I think they
were kidding.

Jeff Zwart, an American commercial film director,
racer, photographer, cameraman and author, was
named the 2018 recipient of the RRDC Bob Akin
Award. He was presented the award at the annual
Road Racing Drivers Club members' dinner on
January 23, prior to the running of the Rolex 24 At
Daytona, the season opener of the 2019 IMSA
WeatherTech SportsCar Championship.
Each recipient of this honor, considered the top
award in motorsports for amateur, vintage/historic
or semi-professional drivers, is selected by Akin's
son Bobby, RRDC members Brian Redman and
Judy Stropus, and approved by RRDC president
Bobby Rahal.
The distinctive trophy was conceived by the
RRDC in 2003 to honor the memory of longtime
RRDC member and past president Bob Akin, who
lost his life in a racing accident in 2002.

From left: Bobby Akin, Jeff Zwart, Judy Stropus, Bobby Rahal.
Photo by Brian Cleary.

It was designed by Steuben Glass in Corning,
N.Y., and is given to a driver who best exemplifies
the extraordinary qualities and characteristics that
Akin represented, including a passion for motorsports and automobiles, a high level of sportsmanship and fair play, and who has contributed to the
sport of motor racing and the community at large.
The primary award, etched with the names of the
recipients, is displayed at the International Motor
Racing Research Center in Watkins Glen, N.Y.
Each honoree receives a smaller replica.
Zwart, of Corona del Mar, Calif., is an eight-time
Pikes Peak International Hill Climb Champion who
has won in five different classes and has competed in 16 years of this historic event. Driving primarily Porsches, he currently holds three different
records on the mountain.
He started racing Formula Fords on the West
Coast in the early 1980s, went on to the U.S. Pro
Rally Championship, was Open Class National
Champion in 1990, and earned a class win at the
Baja 1000 in 2004. He also co-founded RACER
Magazine with Paul Pfanner.
Zwart is currently running select vintage races and
continuing his efforts at the Pikes Peak Hill Climb.

"Jeff Zwart started his racing like many in this room, in a
Formula Ford," said Akin. "He has competed here at
Daytona and other classic road racing locations. However, Jeff tended to be most successful when there was a
little dirt involved. After his first rally he was hooked.
Then the mythic Pikes Peak got his attention and over
the years he has amassed eight class wins at this legendary event. He also had a class win at the Baja 1000
and second overall in the Trans-Siberia Rally. No easy
task.
"He is an avid historic car collector and driver," Akin added. "His collection includes a Gmund Porsche 914-6,
several important 911s, but, maybe, my favorite is his
906, because he has been known to drive it from L.A. to
Laguna Seca, race it, and drive it home again. No trailers
required. Cars are meant to be driven - a trait he shares
with my father.
"The other qualities an award winner needs to have is to
be successful in his non-racing business and be a good
person. Our winner has both covered.
"Jeff is arguably the most sought-after commercial director on the planet. Producing over 800 national commercials, he has won multiple Cannes and Cleo Advertising
awards and his specialty - I know, shocking - is automotive. The latest project is working with Patrick Dempsey
as the second unit director for the upcoming feature film,
"The Art of Racing in the Rain."
"This was a total honor and a total surprise when Bobby
came to me a few months ago and said that I would be a
part of this award," said Zwart. "It's actually a bit of a full
circle moment. My parents - and probably a lot of people

He was presented the Bob Akin Award by Bobby
Akin, Stropus and Rahal.
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By Judy Stropus

As it turned out, Zwart earned that opportunity. "It
was something that was really special in the early
'80s when Road & Track came to me and asked me
to do a story on LeMans," he said. "The tricky part
was I was going to travel to LeMans with a team
owner and a driver and he was going to write the
article and I was going to photograph it. And that
person was Bob Akin.
"Those were my first moments at LeMans that I had
only dreamed about. Basically, the curtain was
pulled back by Bob Akin who showed me everything
he knew about that track and even allowed me to
put my camera in the car. This was not a Go-Pro
era and it was a big old camera."
Zwart had only brought two cameras and one was
in the car, which had stopped on the Mulsanne
Straight. In his attempt to retrieve the camera he
hiked for an hour until he found the car, convinced
the French organizers that he needed to get to the
car, and collected it.
"The whole experience was so special to me, and
the fact that Bob had trusted me to put a camera
inside his car, he really did pull back the curtain and
I ended up going another year with him for Road &
Track. We really had a good time and I loved the
fact that I was getting to see a view that I only
dreamed of as a kid in the movie theater with my
family.
"Motorsport has given me so much and so many
people in this room have been involved on some
level in the things that I shoot. Not only has motorsport given me a great career on my film side, it's
motivated me to race and somehow be a part of this
great room and to enjoy this evening."
Past RRDC Bob Akin Award honorees:
2003 - Sam Posey
2004 - Charlie Gibson
2005 - John Fitch
2006 - Jim Haynes
2007 - Cameron Argetsinger
2008 - Jim Downing
2009 - Steven J. Earle
2010 - Augie Pabst
2011 - Don Knowles
2012 - Miles Collier
2013 - Peter Sachs
2014 - Bill Warner
2015 - Judy Stropus
2016 - Murray Smith
2017 - Archie Urciuoli
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were inspired by the same thing - took me to the
movie "LeMans." And seeing that movie, I thought,
No. 1, I want to race, No 2, this road racing thing is
so cool. And, No. 3, maybe some day I could actually film something like that."

Mike Hiss, the 1972 Indianapolis 500 Rookie of the Year, passed away Dec. 19 in
Evansville, Indiana, following a near-30
year battle with cancer-related issues.
He was 77.
The 6-foot, 2-inch Hiss drove in the "500"
four times, his highest finish being the seventh he scored in his rookie year in 1972.
Born in Norwalk, Connecticut, and
schooled in Sarasota, Florida, Hiss was bitten by the racing bug as a boy when his
father took him to witness the 12 Hours of
Sebring endurance race. He attended college in Deland, Florida, and began his racing career shortly thereafter, driving a
Triumph TR3 in Sports Car Club of America
competition at Marlboro, Maryland. During
the next half-a-dozen seasons, he competed in Formula A and B, plus Formula 5000
before moving into United States Auto Club
National Championship racing in 1972.

With Indianapolis 500 winner Mark Donohue
sidelined by injuries sustained in a Can-Am accident, team principal Roger Penske needed a
driver for the upcoming Ontario 500.
Hiss got the call, and he went on to finish a
most impressive second behind Roger McCluskey, thus scoring his best National Championship race finish. From there, he wound up sixth
in the final standings and added the USAC National Championship Rookie of the Year honors
to his resume.
Just to underline his versatility, he finished the
1972 season in the final Can-Am race of the year
at Riverside and finished seventh.
In 2011, he was one of a large number of drivers
on hand to celebrate the 100th Running of the
first "500" and, in addition to signing a large
number of autographs, he was one of the 161
drivers who appeared in the huge panoramic
photo taken the morning before the race in Pagoda Plaza area. There he was able to meet
Tony Kanaan, who had become his hero.

Driving an Eagle/Offy for a little, independent team operated by Tom and Mary Page,
Hiss placed 10th in his debut in the Phoenix 150 and was seventh in the Trenton 200
before heading to Indianapolis. At the last
minute, Andy Granatelli stepped in to sponsor the car, changing its number from 72 to
60 and declaring the car the STP Pylon
Windshield Wiper Blade Special.

Hiss is survived by Connie, his wife of 42 years,
son, Brian and his wife, Getter; daughter, Jennie
and her husband, Mike Freisem, plus two grandsons, Landon Anderson and Levi Freisem.
Anyone wishing to make a donation in Hiss'
memory may do so at Crossroads Christian
Church, 10800 Lincoln Ave., Newburgh, IN
47630.
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