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Andy Granatelli - True Icon of Indianapolis 500

He was, without doubt, one of the most dominant and iconic personalities in the history of
the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
An innovator, tireless promoter and public relations genius, the flamboyant, larger-than-life
Andy Granatelli succumbed to congestive heart failure Sunday, Dec. 29 in a Santa Barbara, Calif.,
hospital. He was 90.
Granatelli’s lifelong passion for motor racing was unquestioned. A car entrant in the “500” over a span of
almost 30 years from 1946 until 1974---typically with multiple entries---there is no question that the combination of his very choice of equipment and his flair for publicity introduced the sport to thousands upon
thousands of individuals who might not otherwise have paid any attention.
- Excerpt from IMS Press Release of December 31, 2013
Over the years, we have lost many great racing icons, most recently George Bignotti and Andy Granatelli. If
any members have short stories or quotes they would like to share about these two men in our AARWBA
newsletter, please e-mail them to Andy Hartwell at ashartwell@att.net.
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George Brunnhoelzl III Honored for NASCAR Championship as He Honors
a Championship Supporter
NASCAR honored their Home Track Champions in Charlotte, NC during a chilly December weekend. Among the
titlists who were recognized, Southern Modified Tour
kingpin George Brunnhoelzl III not only received his deserving accolades, but also doled out some credit of his
own. He paid tribute to 18-year-old supporter Austin
Doub, who passed away six weeks prior to the championship ceremony.
Brunnhoelzl's words about Doub reminded me of something racing has shown us for generations: not all racing
winners wear Nomex.
The first-class dinner was held in the Grand Ballroom
adjoining the Charlotte Convention Center with the NASCAR Hall of Fame. The Champions who were feted
included Derek Thorn from the West Series, Dylan
Kwasniewski from the East, Ryan Preece in the Modifieds, Rodrigo Peralta of the Mexican Tour, Scott Steckly
as the Canadian top gun, Ander Vilarino from the Euro
Series, Lee Pulliam as the All American National titlist,
and Brunnhoelzl.
Every champ gave thanks to many who helped achieve
their crowns. Sponsors, family, friends, and crewmembers were given a well-deserved moment in the spotlight.
Brunnhoelzl followed suit and gave credit where credit
was due. Dressed in a black tuxedo and blue vest that
matched his team's attire, GBIII spoke highly of Doub
from the podium.
"Most of you that race with us, know what a huge supporter of racing, especially Modified racing, he was. Austin passed away last month. He will always be our
champion. This one's for you Bud "said Brunnhoelzl.
Doub was not a typical teenage crewmember with
grease under his fingernails and eager to jump to any
non-glamorous task that needed completing. He suffered
from Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy.
"A type of Muscular Dystrophy that is just in little boys,"
Brunnhoelzl said. "He lived for a long time with it and had
a great life."
As a result of Duchenne, the body doesn't produce Dystrophin - a protein that helps protect muscles. Without it,
muscle fibers start to break down and are replaced by
fibrous and fatty tissue, causing the muscle to weaken.
Reggie Doub, Austin's father, described his son as
bound to a wheelchair and unable to walk or use his
hands however, "He didn't let his disease slow him down
at all."
Red Bank Baptist Church in the Doub's hometown of
Germantown NC hosts an annual Austin Doub Fun Day,
raising money for the Muscular Dystrophy Association.
Reggie Doub estimates, through the history of the event
over $50,000 has been raised for MDA.

George Brunnhoelzl III and his father celebrate their 2013
championship in the NASCAR Whelen Southern Modified Tour.
Getty Images for NASCAR

"He was an inspiration to everybody," Doub said.
Brunnhoelzl and Austin Doub met at a NASCAR Southern Modified race and hit it off. The pair became friends and Doub began following Brunnhoelzl on the Tour.
Reggie Doub said "Brunnhoelzl's wife and family treated us like
family. Georgie was a blessing in disguise for Austin. You don't
meet any finer person on this earth. They took him in as their
son. Whatever they would do for their child… Austin was
theirs."
Doub's wife, Angie would take Austin down to Brunnhoelzl's
shop once or twice a month to hang out.
"He was an awesome friend," Brunnhoelzl said of Austin. "He
loved racing. He loved being part of the team. He's come down
to the shop and he'd wheel around at the race shop and I'd put
tools on his wheelchair and he'd wheel them over to me when
I'm under the car."
The teen also provided moral support. If Brunnhoelzl had a bad
race, then Austin was there to raise his spirits.
"He loved being a part of it, (he was) a great supporter. He was
at all of the races he could go to. He was a tremendous part of
the team," said Brunnhoelzl.
Austin Doub grew up "in a racing family," as Reggie put it.
"We've always raced somewhere. Austin grew up around it and
just always loved it. If we were on vacation and they've got a
racetrack nearby, he always wanted to go."" said Reggie Doub.
Austin wanted to be a car owner. Earlier in 2013, the Doub family bought him a street stock chassis and began working on the
car in February. Austin could not work on the car himself but
was in their garage late into the night as long as someone else
was working. He would remind Reggie of things that needed to
be completed and serve as a personal checklist.
Reggie drove at Bowman Gray Stadium and Ace Speedway in
North Carolina allowing Austin to see the car compete, including the weekend before he passed.
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By Patrick Reynolds for www.motorweeklive.com

Brunnhoelzl Honored

News & Notes

Following Austin's death in November, Reggie was going
to sell all of the racing equipment. Racing "Just wasn't
going to be the same without him. We've never been
anywhere without him for 18 years."
Brunnhoelzl and his spotter, championship team member
Freddie Kraft talked Reggie into continuing racing.
For 2014 Reggie would like to pick up the torch from
Austin and help out the Brunnhoelzl Modified team pit
crew, which will be back to try for a fifth Southern Modified title.
"I feel close to my son when I'm with that family," said
Reggie Doub.
Following the NASCAR Championship ceremony Brunnhoelzl reflected on Austin and the Doub family.
"The championship is definitely for Austin," Brunnhoelzl
said. "He was a huge part of it, a huge supporter. It's not
the same without him. But, he'll always be here with us."
The Brunnhoelzl talked the Doubs into attending the
championship banquet.
"We actually have his Dad and Mom here tonight. They
came to celebrate. Austin would always come to the banquets with us. This year his parents came. All of the
other years, Austin wanted to be here by himself. Kind of
get away from his parents, his own deal. This year his
parents came. It's great," said Brunnhoelzl.
Reggie Doub said, "That was the best time my wife and I
have ever had; lifted our spirits up a little bit. We're kind
of down. It's the holidays. That banquet did us a lot of
good. We have bad days and good days."
George Brunnhoelzl III wore his fire suit and helmet on
his way to a becoming a NASCAR Champion for a third
consecutive year. Austin Doub did not don the high profile uniform but the Brunnhoelzls, Southern Modified
Tour, and especially the Doub family, view Austin as a
Champion.

“Where They Raced” DVD Now Available
Speed demons in the City of the Angeles
A new DVD tells the story of a pre-gridlocked
Los Angeles. A time ripe with orange groves,
movie stars, year-round sunshine. More racing and
automotive innovation than anywhere else
in the world.
Hosted by author/historian AARWBA member Harold
Osmer (who wrote the book), this documentary
adaptation reunites the many ghost tracks of
Los Angeles with hundreds of vintage photos,
lost archival films and revealing interviews.
“Where They Raced” gives these fading memories
a victory lap.
The DVD can be obtained at
www.WhereTheyRaced.com
Video preview at:
http://vimeo.com/49194440

(Patrick Reynolds is a former professional NASCAR
mechanic who hosts Motor Week LIVE!
Mondays 7pm ET/ 4pm PT on
www.racersreunionradio.com)
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Austin's sister Casie also ran her first full season at Bowman Gray, finishing 18th in the track's street stock division point standings.

News & Notes
Dave Despain Signs With MAV TV

Dusty:

Renowned motor racing broadcaster Dave Despain has signed a twoyear contract with MAVTV American Real to host the network's five
live events, beginning with the Lucas Oil Chili Bowl Nationals presented by General Tire on Jan. 18, and a series of 30-minute, one-onone programs interviewing drivers and other personalities from across
the diverse American racing landscape.

I would like to thank AARWBA for the Angelo Angelopoulos Award presented at the "500" breakfast and I am extremely sorry that my health
would not allow me to attend. It is one of my favorite functions of the year. For several years
there, I got to have my annual conversation with
Linda Vaughn over breakfast and it was always
enlightening.

Despain was attracted to joining the burgeoning independent network owned by
Forrest Lucas by the opportunity to return to working at the race track and
hosting the "Dave Despain Show."

The creativity of the late Harvey Duck, Dick Mittman and the Jigger Award, the dedication of a
number of people like Mike Knight, yourself and
all the live-wire camaraderie of the journalistic
side of a sport in a huge growth period make the
Angelopoulos Award extra humbling. I consider
this a special honor from a special organization.

"I'm really excited to get back to the grass roots of racing," Despain
said. "And I'm also excited about being able to do a series of long-form
interviews, the majority of which will feature the legends of grass roots
racing. We'll try to mix it up and have an interesting variety of personalities from all over the racing world.

I've been a member since the late Dave Overpeck
got me involved when I was a teenage phone kid
for the Danville (Ill.) Commercial-News (and
sneaked out to catch a race every once in
awhile). AARWBA was the first writers' organization I ever joined, and 45-plus years and a lifetime
of sports later, it is the only one left for me.

"I've watched Forrest Lucas and Lucas Oil emerging as a power in the
racing world over a long span of time and was very interested in how
they've used racing to promote their products. It was obvious to me it
was part marketing genius and part passion. When I interviewed Forrest on 'Wind Tunnel,' he verbalized a world I'm very interested in, a
passion for racing which I share. As far as MAVTV, just because it's
TV and I'm in the TV business, I was following what they were doing."

My thanks again.
- Jan Shaffer
Note: Your Editor neglected to include this note in the
previous issue. My apologies to Jan.

Honors For Armijo and Knight
Members Mark Armijo and Michael Knight
are on Phoenix International Raceway's list of the
track's top 50 influencers as PIR celebrates its
50th anniversary in 2014. Armijo was cited for his
many years of coverage of PIR events for the
Arizona Republic, while Knight was included
both for his PR work for CART and various
teams/sponsors and, more recently, his reporting
for the Arizona Republic. PIR unveils a new
person for the "Storied Legends" list each
Wednesday. You can follow along at
http://www.phoenixraceway.com/VanityPages/2013/Storied-Legends.aspx

"When Lucas bought MAVTV, I thought maybe it would be a good
place to be somewhere down the road," Despain said. "Did I want to
retire or do another deal that was interesting, fun and exciting? MAVTV offered me an opportunity to kind of get back to where I started.
"People assume that if you're in the racing scene, you're at the track
all the time. In reality, doing a Sunday night studio race show, you're
not ever at the racetrack. I missed that. There's nothing like being
face-to-face with a person. I like hosting a lot. It plays into what I consider my strength, being able to place an event in a larger picture context. There are stories I'm anxious to tell."
MAVTV American Real President Bob Patison, also the Executive
Vice President of Lucas Oil, found the perfect fit for the network's racing expansion. "We brought in an icon," Patison said. "Dave is probably the best known face and voice in motor racing on television."
The Chili Bowl is an indoor event for midget race cars with about 275
entries in Tulsa, Okla.The network will also broadcast live the Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt Series' East Bay Late Model Nationals from Tampa, Fla., on Feb. 15, the Show Me 100 (Late Models) from Lucas Oil
Speedway in Wheatland, Mo., on May 24, the Late Model Nationals
from Knoxville, Iowa, on Sept. 27,the Lucas Oil Challenge Cup (Short
Course Off Road) from Lake Elsinore, Calif., on Oct. 18 and many
more live events.
Despain has been broadcasting motor racing for 40 years. He's
worked for ABC, CBS, ESPN and SPEED.
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Thanks AARWBA

News & Notes
Nancy Knapp Schilke Chosen As
Professional Woman of the Year
The National Association of Professional Women honors Nancy Knapp Schilke as a 2013/2014 Professional
Woman of the Year for leadership in communications
and media with this
prestigious distinction.
As the largest, mostrecognized organization
of women in the country, spanning virtually
every industry and profession, the National
Association of Professional Women is a vibrant networking
community with over
600,000 members and
over 400 Local Chapters.
“My goal is to be the best editor in chief I can be and to
continue to be a mentor for up-and-coming reporters,
even if they later choose a career outside of motor
sports,” says Ms. Schilke, who previously worked as a
freelance writer and photographer for print and online
media. Ms. Schilke soon decided to use her well-honed
skills in editing and management to lead a team of editorial and freelance professional writers in delivering
the industry’s most comprehensive online coverage of
motorsport news.
In 2000, Ms. Schilke joined Motorsport.com and soon
became a partner. As one of four owners and editor in
chief at the booming website Motorsport.com, she
headed the entire editorial department with absolute
accountability. She and her partners worked as a team
for all company operations and policies. In December
2010, they sold the company and Ms. Schilke signed
on with the new owners as editor in chief until December 2013.
Ms. Schilke worked with an international staff of writers
and editors as they faced the challenges of social media and new ideas, including a weekly newsletter. Most
importantly, Ms. Schilke executed her duties with a firm
dedication to Motorsport.com's vision of engrossing
fans in the thrilling sport of racing and providing leading
companies with an avenue for advertising revenue in
the thriving industry of motor sports.

I reckon I am a dyed in the wool devotee of dirt track racing.
After watching that extremely high quality and informative
broadcast last night it will be hard for me to stay awake at any
future paved track racing shows.
As a person who has spent a good part of my life very close
to racing on dirt - by working on crews that raced several
nights a week in Southern California - and of late having been
bombarded by that crap of paved oval shows, and the
"Hollywood BS" that the major networks wrap their broadcasts in, the Chili Bowl show was enlightening and expressive.
As far as I am concerned this race now holds for me the passion that I held for The Indy 500 for many, many years.
The folks at IMS and those in Daytona should compare their
events presentations with this show and perhaps they may
discover why their events are seriously short of "asses on
seats"!

You Can Renew Your AARWBA
Membership On-Line
It is easy to renew your membership by
simply going to www.aarwba.org and
then clicking on
Membership Application/renewal.
You can then pay through PayPal for
your Professional, Affiliate or
Corporate/Associate membership!

A member of the American Auto Racing Writers and
Broadcasters Association (AARWBA), Ms. Schilke has
accumulated awards as a writer and editor. As a Sports
Car Club of America (SCCA), member, she was active
as a volunteer, and contributed articles for her local
region and the SportsCar national magazine.
Nancy Knapp Schilke - Freelance Writer /Editor
760-646-1064 nancy.k.schilke@gmail.com
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MAVTV Telecast of the Chili Bowl Broadcast
- A Commentary from Bob Falcon

Remembering Dennis Wood 1938-2013
Recently, America lost another motorsports hero that few
outside of Arizona knew about. His name was Dennis
(‘Denny’) Wood and he passed away at the age of 75.
Dennis Wood was the man who truly led the charge that
put Phoenix, Arizona on the map as a major motorsports
market.
Born and raised in
Phoenix, Denny
started racing at
local dirt tracks after getting out of
the Air Force and
had the same great
expectations as so
many grass roots
racers. He was
fascinated by the
champ cars that
raced at the old
Fairgrounds track
and dreamed of
going to Indianapolis some day. But he was also a family man, with a wife and kids and various jobs including
sportswriter for both the “Arizona Republic” and “Phoenix
Gazette” newspapers. He knew he was never going to
be another A.J. Foyt or Parnelli Jones so he decided to
hang up his helmet and do whatever he could to build up
motorsports in the Valley of the Sun.

In 1976, after hearing rumblings about Phoenix International Raceway shutting down, Dennis Wood got together with a group of doctors and Indy car owner Bob
Fletcher to buy P.I.R., eventually becoming the sole owner. The very next year he created the “Copper World
Classic”, a winter event that grew into what Ken
Schrader called, "the little guy's Indy 500." It was a
two-day show with qualifying on Saturday and the 'mains'
on Sunday, usually with four races that, over the years,
included Sprint Cars, Midgets, Super Modifieds, Silver
Crown and/or Featherlite Southwest Tour cars. The Copper World Classic drew racers from all over America to
balmy Arizona and introduced a whole new audience to
Phoenix and the flat, one mile Indy car oval with the dogleg in the back stretch.

France family would even consider granting him a date. After
all, NASCAR was still a regional series that raced mostly in the
Southeast. So in 1977 he wrangled a Winston West Series
date and invited a bunch of Cup teams and drivers who were
more than happy to come out and compete. Cale Yarborough
won the first race while Richard Petty, Neil Bonnett and Bobby
Allison won in following years. and those legends went back to
North Carolina, Alabama and Florida and raved about racing at
Phoenix International Raceway.

After struggling to keep the track viable for nearly a decade,
Denny sold P.I.R. to Emmett 'Buddy' Jobe, a local cotton farmer, in 1985. Jobe bought the property as a long term land investment but no one could sell like Denny, and Buddy was
quickly converted to the Dennis Wood way of thinking. A former amateur drag racer who had always had in interest in motorsports, Jobe kept Denny on as the track manager, poured
tons of cash into the facility and in 1988 Phoenix International
Raceway held its first Cup race, the Checker Auto Parts 500
won by Alan Kulwicki -- who christened his own inaugural Cup
Series win with the first 'Polish Victory Lap.' In 1992 P.I.R.
added an infield road course and ran the Checker Grand Prix
for IMSA GTP cars and three years later they hosted the first
official NASCAR SuperTruck Series race. Denny, Buddy and
the P.I.R. staff even created a weekend event for alternative
energy races, the Solar & Electric 500.
By 1999, when Phoenix added a Busch Series race to its
schedule, Dennis Wood was gone from P.I.R. after Jobe sold
the track to International Speedway Corporation. He later managed the famous Manzanita Speedway dirt track for a few seasons until it was sold, too. Regardless of who owns Phoenix
International Raceway now, 'the Jewel in the Desert' will always
be Dennis Wood's legacy.
Denny was the man who lured racers like Schrader, Jeff Gordon, Tony Stewart, Rich Vogler, Chuck Gurney, Davey Hamilton and hundreds more to the Arizona desert for the Copper
World. He was the guy who organized golf tournaments with
steak dinners and charity auctions for IndyCar and NASCAR
teams, sponsors and drivers to show how much they were appreciated. He was the boundless energy salesman for motor
racing who worked tirelessly to make P.I.R. a world class track
with world class racing.

Denny knew that a NASCAR Winston Cup Series race
would really put P.I.R. on the map, but also knew the
track was going to need a lot of improvements before the
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Written By Bill Tybur
Submitted By J.C. Agajanian Jr. And Larry Janicsek

Watkins Glen International - Home Track Advantage
Racers and other sports figures often identify with specific tracks or stadiums and media-types do too. For me,
my home track is Watkins Glen International and I always
look forward to visits to the historic upstate New York facility. And I've been going there for upwards of a halfcentury and in that time period, many fond memories and
friendships have been accumulated.
Starting in 1948, the
races were run through
the streets of picturesque town at the foot
of Seneca Lake and
five years later the action moved to a purpose-built road course.
And more than 60
years later, WGI continues to thrive, drawing
large crowds and
world-class events to
the well-maintained
facility.
Over its lengthy history, WGI has played host to Formula
1, the IndyCar Series, NASCAR, Can-Am, SCCA, GrandAm and just about any series one can name. And the
best drivers in the world have raced and won at The Glen
and for many of them, it is their favorite track or at least
ranks high on their bucket list.

conditions. The F1 and Formula Libre events were held late in
the season and often the weather didn't cooperate, creating
tough conditions on and off the track.
Even though the track had been built into a world-class operation in the 1960s and 1970s, it fell on hard times in the 1980s,
resulting in a bankruptcy situation before the nearby Corning
Glass Company came to the rescue. And later on the International Speedway Corporation entered the picture, taking over
ownership and investing in numerous upgrades, to include a
first-class media center.

In the early days, the cars were housed in garages and
car dealerships throughout the town and fans could drop
in to watch the mechanics work on the cars and talk with
the drivers. On race day, many of the cars were fired up
downtown and driven to the course.
Over the years, the track configuration changed several
times and at present, it sports a short and a long-course,
2.45- and 3.40-miles in length, respectively. Sports cars
race on the long course and NASCAR competes on the
shorter version.
I started out as an enthusiastic fan and worked my way
into the media side a few years later. Being an aspiring
photographer and writer, my opportunities to cover
events started in the late 1960s and continues to this
day. Over the years, I have seen a little bit of everything
happen at the track, including ever-changing weather

Three major events take place annually, and they are complemented by a series of smaller, but equally important, races or
activities.
To recognize those who have won or made major contributions
at The Glen, the Watkins Glen Historic Committee created a
Walk of Fame and to date, 57 drivers have been recognized.
Honorees include Stirling Moss, Graham Hill, Dan Gurney,
Jackie Stewart, Miles and Sam Collier, John Fitch, Bill Milliken,
Emerson Fittipaldi, Lee and Richard Petty, Bobby Allison, Al
Holbert, Mario Andretti, Jim Clark, Alan Kulwicki and Briggs,
Cunningham along with others.
In addition, the Glen's rich history is well preserved at the modern International Motor Racing Research Center located in
downtown Watkins Glen.
While the population of the Village of Watkins Glen is a mere
1,860, the iconic track continues to loom as a major player in
the world of motor sports and I look forward to many more visits.
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Submitted by Joe Jennings
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The AARWBA is the oldest and largest professional organization of its kind. Founded in 1955 in
Indianapolis, it has grown to more than 400 members throughout the United States, Canada and Europe.
Each year the AARWBA members select a 14-driver All America Team from Open Wheel, Stock Car, Sports
Car, Drag Racing, Short Track, Touring Series and At Large championship categories. An annual banquet is
held to honor these drivers each January. AARWBA also sponsors several contests for its members and
established the “Legends in Racing” auto racing hall of fame.
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Active Media Member
Applicants for active media membership status must submit the following materials to the membership committee for consideration.
Materials must be submitted with your check.
A fully executed membership application. (This information will appear in the membership directory
unless you specify otherwise. Attach a note to this application if necessary.)
Your
Two 1" x 1.5" head shot pictures for use in the directory and for an I.D. badge.
Tear sheets or samples of work as follows:
Photo
Two published articles on the subject of auto racing in a publication of general
Should
circulation within the past year.
Photographs on auto racing appearing in two publications of general circulation or two
Be This
separate times in one publication, within the past year.
Size
One video or audio tape of any race broadcast where spectators attended and exhibited
the applicant's work within the past year.
One book on the subject of auto racing within the past year or three books on the
subject of auto racing, or one book contracted from any trade publisher for a book on auto racing
Affiliate Member
Open to public relations, team representatives, motorsports advertising personnel. Full voting rights and privileges except to hold office.
Associate/Corporate Membership
Open to any person, regardless of affiliation or professional orientation, who is interested in furthering the aims of the American Auto
Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association and/or motorsports in general. Corporate membership is Limited to three (3) non-voting
memberships for the $300 fee.
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