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A group of special drivers representing multiple
forms of professional motorsports is elected each
year by AARWBA. The association's members vote
on drivers within their participating categories of
racing. The driver receiving the most votes from
each discipline is elected to the All-America Team.

11 events due to an injury suffered in the Daytona Xfinity
Series event. He capped off the year by winning the title
and the final race in Miami.
The Drag Racing category was led by Erica Enders
who won her second straight NHRA Pro Stock championship. Enders scored the Las Vegas Toyota Nationals
win in November and clinched her title with one event
remaining in the season.
In the Touring Series, NASCAR Truck Series Champion
Erik Jones earned the most votes. He won three races
at Iowa, Bowmanville Canada, and Ft. Worth, TX.
Indy Lights champ Spencer Pigot was the At Large
ategory's top vote earner. He swept the series' final
two races at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca and won a
scholarship to compete in the 100th Indianapolis
500 for 2016.
Rico Abreu was voted the Rising Star award on the
strength of multiple open wheel dirt short track
victories including back-to-back Chili Bowl wins. Abreu
will compete full-time in the 2016 NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series for Thorsport Racing.
The country's top forms of professional motorsports are
represented in this championship group voted
on by AARWBA as the 2015 All-America Team.

The 2015 All-America Team:
Scott Dixon was the top vote getter in the Open
Wheel division. Dixon claimed the Verizon Indycar
Series Championship driving for Target Chip
Ganassi Racing. He clinched the crown with a
victory at the season finale in Sonoma.
Road Racing saw the driving team of
Joao Barbosa and Christian Fittipaldi, earn the
most votes on the strength of their United Sports
Car Championship with Action Express Racing.
The team scored a pair of wins at Sebring and
Road Atlanta during the 2015 campaign.
World of Outlaws Sprint Car kingpin Donny Schatz
led the vote tally in the Short Track Division.
Schatz's 31 wins, 60 top-fives and 70 top-tens
highlighted his championship year. Schatz's title
was his seventh crown in the last ten seasons.
Schatz is also recognized as the Jerry Titus
Memorial Trophy winner for the driver having the
most overall votes.
Kyle Busch led the way in the Stock Car category. Busch claimed his first-career NASCAR Sprint
Cup championship after missing the season's first
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The American Auto Racing Writers and Broadcasters Association announced its first All-America
Team following the 1970 season. That annual tradition continued with the team being announced for
2015's top performers.

Pure Racing in the Rolex 24 at Daytona
For manufacturers, racing at the highest levels is a
deadly serious business, and it's been that way for
more than half a century thanks to corporate sponsorship money that fundamentally changed the nature of motorsport. The few enthusiasts who are
old enough to remember a bygone era, and fans of
racing history,
look to the past
with great fondness and mourn
the change as
though they've
lost a loved one.
But even though
the transformation in racing is
permanent, it's not quite as pervasive as some
fear. Every now and again, even at the highest professional level, the sport of racing in its purest form
rises to the surface. For proof of this we need look
no further than the battle for GTLM class victory in
the last half hour of January's Rolex 24 Hours at
Daytona.

avoid any risk of crashing out and handing the win to the
third place Porsche 911 RSR. But team leadership and
GM's top management said, "We are not here to take the
easy way out." Out of respect for the #3 and #4 car
crews and drivers, in the interest of providing the best
possible show for the fans, with an unbreakable faith in
their drivers' skills, and with a deep passion for the spirit
of competition that draws them to motorsport in the first
place, Corvette Racing and GM leadership told Gavin
and Garcia to each give it their best until the very end.

After 24 brutal hours competing against full factory
programs from BMW, Ferrari, Ford, and Porsche,
Chevrolet's two C7.R Corvettes crossed the finish
line first and second in GTLM, separated from one
another by only 0.034 seconds. This is the closest
finish in Daytona history, but the margin of victory,
and in fact the victory itself, is not the most impressive outcome of this year's Daytona 24.

This commitment to team members, fans, and the very
essence of true competition goes a long way in explaining why Corvette Racing ranks among the best and most
beloved teams in the world.

In the race's closing minutes, the two Corvettes
were running first and second and it would have
been understandable if the drivers, Oliver Gavin in
car #4 and Antonio Garcia in car #3, were ordered
to maintain their positions and not race each other
so as to preserve the one-two finish for Chevy and

Prince Bio:
Richard Prince has been working as an automotive writer
and photographer since 1991. He has a wide range of
experience shooting product, motorsports, events, and
people for many of the world's major automobile
manufacturers and a diverse array of other companies.
In addition, he has published three books and
authored/illustrated approximately 2,000 articles for over
400 publications around the world.
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Photos and text by Richard Prince

Montoya photographs his likeness by sculptor
William Behrends.
Juan Pablo Montoya points to his likeness on the Borg-Warner
Trophy. This is his second time that he has appeared on the trophy,
the first being in 2000.

Juan Pablo Montoya had a little fun with the camera and
it ended up on a T-shirt, which was presented to him by
Scott Gallett, Borg-Warner Vice-President of
communications and marketing.

Montoya shows off his likeness with his tongue out. That one
was not used in the trophy. This trophy is on display at the
IMS Hall of Fame Museum.
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Photos By Mark T. Watson, Spotlight Photography

Daytona Winners Foyt and Mcmurray
Donate Memorabilia to DIS

By Joe Jennings

By Joe Jennings
Racing legend A. J. Foyt and NASCAR star Jamie McMurray
joined together at the newly renovated Daytona International
Speedway on Friday, donating valuable memorabilia from their
winning days to DIS for display on the new concourses. Foyt's
donation included a Copenhagen uniform from the 1980s and
McMurray gifted the checkered flag from his Daytona 500 victory along with a pair of shoes worn during the Rolex 24 win a
year ago.

Thirty months after breaking ground on the $400 million
"Daytona Rising" project, International Speedway Corporation executives opened its new motorsports stadium
during a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the Daytona International Speedway. ISC chairman Jim France and chief
executive officer Lesa France Kennedy took part in the
ceremony, which was attended by numerous involved
parties. Fans on hand for this weekend's Rolex 24 at
Daytona will have the first opportunity to experience the
new stadium.
"This is an incredible day for our entire organization, the
motorsports industry, our partners and fans," said Kennedy. "We're extremely proud to begin a new chapter at
the historic Daytona International Speedway."

“This is such a beautiful place, and I
have had a number
of great experiences
here," said Foyt. "It
has changed a lot
since 1961. The
France family has
been great to me,
and I am glad to be
back, although I
have had my doubts
the last couple of
years. "
Added McMurray, "I first raced a kart here when I was eight
years old and then to win at Daytona was such a big deal -- I
won a July race, then the Daytona 500 and last year the Rolex
24. Daytona has been such a special place to me, and the new
facility is hard to explain to fans, as they will have such a different experience versus any other race track in the world. It is
unbelievable."

Added DIS president Joie Chitwood, "When you look at
what we did in last 50 years, the next 50 years should be
twice as good, twice as big and twice as bold. We have
done something else that no one else on the planet can
claim. We are truly the world's first and only motorsports
stadium and when we made that bold vision 2 ½ years
ago, I am proud to tell you that it is even better than we
thought it was going to be.

Their gifts will be on permanent display.

"The Daytona International Speedway is once again the
world center of racing and we've done something that no
one else has done. This is a very gratifying moment that
we are officially done."

"I wish Mr. (Bill) France was around to see this place now. I
think it is now the most beautiful race track in the world," Foyt
said, believing other tracks will follow suit.

"Daytona Rising" is a $400 million re-imagining of the
Daytona International Speedway. It has five expanded
and redesigned entrances, or "injectors," that will lead
fans to a series of 40 escalators and 17 elevators, transporting them to three different concourse levels. Each
level features spacious social areas, or "neighborhoods,"
along the nearly mile-long front stretch. It will seat approximately 101,500, have comfortable seats, twice as
many restrooms and three times as many concession
stands. In addition, DIS will feature over 60 luxury suites.

For Foyt, this was one of his first public appearances after recovering from serious medical problems. Although walking
slowly, he moved around without assistance, even though doctors had suggested use of a cane. Surrounded by reporters
after the brief ceremony, Foyt willingly responded to all questions posed.

Regarding his health, he noted is feeling much better, having
shed the wheelchair, walker and cane. "You don't realize what
it is at age 81(what you have to) to learn how to walk again. I
am getting there." He said he plans to be at all the Verizon IndyCar Series races, if possible.
Becoming a racing legend provides Foyt with pride. "It is part
of my life, and I loved it," he commented. "When I was racing
midgets, sprints and Indy cars, I was having a lot of fun. Time
went by so fast and I realize it more today than when it was going on. If I got beat, I couldn't wait to challenge at the next race
- that was my life."
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”Daytona Rising" Ribbon-cutting
Ceremony Takes Place at DIS

Paul Lashbrook 1940-2015

Anthony Cardoza
Anthony Cardoza born May 26, 1930 in Hartford, Connecticut was laid to rest on Jan 04, 2016 with full military honors at Riverside National
Cemetery in Riverside, Ca. A 20 year resident of Frazier Park, his life was celebrated by many who were touched by his positive attitude
and the big smile he wore. His military experience transformed him into a man who appreciated all life had to offer.
Serving as a Staff Sgt in the U.S. Army 3rd Infantry Division and as a Sgt Gunner in the Korean War (19501953), he was awarded two Bronze Stars, a Korean War Medal, the Syngman Rhee Presidents Medal and
Asian War Medal.
Following military service, Anthony became a Heliarc welder on J-57Jet Engines at Pratt & Whitney until the
early 1960's when he turned his interest to making movies. Spanning a career of 55 years as producer, director, writer, editor and actor, Anthony brought his love of filmmaking to life. His productions included: "The
Beast Of Yucca Flats", "Red Zone Cuba", "The Skydivers", "The Hellcats", "Bigfoot", "Outlaw Riders"
"Smokey and The Hotwire Gang",... and "Misfit Patrol". Some became cult classics. During the mid 1970's,
he wrote, produced and directed 46 episodes of The Joy Wilkerson TV Talk Variety Show.
Enjoying a passion for race cars and NASCAR, his column "Hollywood Pit Stop" was featured in the
"Speedway News". Anthony was happiest when he and his wife Jaime would travel to air and car shows,
traveling the Pacific Coast in their RV, photographing and filming nature and wild life.
Anthony will be remembered an as affable, gentle and kind man. He is survived by his beloved wife of 12 years, Jamie Nga Diep Cardoza,
his two sons David L. Cardoza of Florida and Anthony G. Cardoza of Connecticut, his three sisters and two brothers, Dolores Risley of Florida, Laura Lamprey of Connecticut, Marylou Crocker of Las Vegas, Ron and Manny Cardoza. He will be missed and remembered with
much love.
Donations may be directed to: Wounded Warrior project.org
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This tribute appears in the Society of Automotive Historians SAH Journal Issue No. 275
It was forwarded to Dusty by Paul’s widow, Bonnie.

The Toyota Grand Prix of Long Beach is officially speeding into Spring! The 42nd edition of the iconic street
race, set to take place April 15-17, took its first steps toward the green flag when the first full day of construction
began this morning on Shoreline Drive, the racing circuit’s world-famous front straightaway.
The construction got underway with Long Beach Mayor
Robert Garcia trying his hand at operating a brand-new
Gehl forklift, placing one of the more than 2,400 concrete
blocks that anchor the safety system around the 1.97mile, 11-turn racing circuit. Garcia, along with Laborers
Union Local 1309 Business Manager and
Secretary/Treasurer Peter Santillan and Grand Prix Association of Long Beach President and CEO Jim Michaelian appeared at the track for a kickoff photo shoot in
what will become the track’s Turn 10. The photo also included a Verizon IndyCar Series show car.
“The race has a huge economic impact to the city with
hotel bookings, restaurants, businesses and all the people who come down to spend their money for the weekend,” said Garcia. “But it’s also a lot of fun and has a lot
of tradition here. Generations of fans come here to enjoy
it and we’re looking forward to a great race weekend.”
The setting of the first of more than 14 million pounds of
concrete blocks that line the track, as well as several
grandstands on the eastern part of the course, marks the
beginning of two months of work preparing for the more
than 180,000 fans expected during race weekend.

Long Beach Mayor Robert Garcia operates a Gehl forklift to drop one of the more
than 2,400 concrete blocks into place on the race circuit with Grand Prix Association of Long Beach President & CEO Jim Michaelian and Laborers Union Local
1309 Business Manager and Secretary/Treasurer Peter Santillan assisting.

Tanaka’s staff will also install 49 high-end hospitality suites, two
hospitality clubs, tents, electrical lines and equipment, phones,
porta-johns, trash containers and a myriad of other items
around the track from now through race weekend.
Portions of the racetrack will also be used for the annual Long
Beach ePrix on April 2, featuring the all-electric racecars of the
FIA Formula E Series, as well as for the traditional first race of
the 2016 season for Formula Drift on April 8-9.
All businesses along the race circuit, which includes Shoreline
Drive, Aquarium Way and Pine Ave., will remain open during
construction of the racetrack.

(L-R) Grand Prix Association of Long Beach President & CEO Jim Michaelian, Long Beach Mayor Robert Garcia and Laborers Union Local
1309 Business Manager and Secretary/Treasurer Peter Santillan.

Grand Prix Association of Long Beach Director of Operations Dwight Tanaka and his staff will put in more than
33,000 working hours installing the safety system – concrete blocks, four miles of fencing and 17,000 bolted-together tires – along with 15 huge spectator grandstands,
seven pedestrian bridges and seven giant vision boards
for full-circuit TV coverage.

The 42nd Toyota Grand Prix of Long Beach will feature the Verizon IndyCar Series, IMSA Sports Car Grand Prix at Long
Beach with the cars of the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar
Championship, 40th anniversary Toyota Pro/Celebrity Race,
Pirelli World Challenge, SPEED Energy Stadium SUPER
Trucks and Motegi Racing Super Drift Challenge.
“This lineup will provide an exciting weekend of racing, especially with the appearance of Robby Gordon’s trucks on all
three days,” said Michaelian. “This should provide non-stop action from Friday morning right through to the close on Sunday
afternoon.”
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CONSTRUCTION BEGINS ON TOYOTA GRAND PRIX OF LONG BEACH
RACING CIRCUIT

Doug Stokes sent Dusty this note about
Dave McClelland being chosen for induction into the
Motorsports Hall of Fame .
Dear Dusty:
With the news of his upcoming induction into the Motorsports Hall of Fame in America I’m quite sure there will
be countless tributes to our own Dave McClelland. He
joins a diverse “Class of 2016” group of motorsports
giants that includes Everett Brashear, Richard Childress, Gary Gabelich, Chip Ganassi, Sam Posey and
Bob Sweikert.
My own favorite story of his prowess behind the microphone involves an AARWBA All-America Team Dinner
a number of years back held in Long Beach on the
Queen Mary property in that big geodesic dome under
the wing of the Hughes HK-1 “Spruce Goose”.

Of course, a bald-faced, direct announcement that there was
a bomb threat would have wrecked havoc … everyone knows
that, and Dave McClelland not only knew it, he also had to
work around the situation, by himself.
It was a cold and wintry night, dark out, we were all quite comfortable in cavernous room, chatting, table-hopping, and generally having a great time among ourselves and the member
of motor racing royalty that were to be honored that night.
Believe me, no one was the least bit interested in getting up,
finding and putting on their coats, leaving that nice glass of
wine on the table, and walking 200 or so yards over to that big
(damn) boat in the cold. No one.
… Dave McClelland took a very deep breath, walked to the
mike and somehow cajoled, joked, soothed, complimented,
buttered-up and, with every shred of his talent on point (and
without ever even coming close to mentioning the reason) got
that crowd of some 600 people do precisely what we said in
the preceding ‘graph.
His power to “move” people with his words and inflection was
fully tangible on that night. I remember well the sincerity that
he spoke with, and the faith that everyone in that room
showed in him. Dave asked us to do something completely
unnatural, way out of line with the night, but he asked it with
such benign authority (I almost said “warmth”) that everyone
sensed that it was imperative that they follow his request.
No panic, no concern, Dave McClelland got us all out of danger in a quick and orderly fashion without ever alluding to it.
In fact the bomb threat turned out to be a hoax, but that’s not
the point of course.
I’ve been a fan of this consummate pro for many, many years.
Always much more than just the scripted announcer …. Dave
simply became the “Voice” of any event that he worked from
televised national events, to hometown appearances at charity events.

Dave was our MC for the event and doing his usual
masterful job with equal parts of good nature and respect for the occasion and the honorees. And of
course there was that soothing, mellifluous voice and
his perfect timing that just set the tone for memorable
event.
Dinner, as I recall was just about to be served (please
correct me if I’m wrong Dusty) everyone was in festive
mood and the night’s show (as usual when Dave was at
the helm) was proceeding very nicely.
Suddenly (but quite quietly) a person from the QM management found AARWBA President Dusty Brandel and
Chair of the event Deke Houlgate whispered to them
that they had received what they deemed a credible
bomb threat and that the dome building where we were
all enjoying the Chevrolet hosted Cocktail hour that we
had to be evacuated … NOW.

For me he was always the beating heart of the adventure, the
knowledgeable and gracious guide with the butterscotch
voice.
Hall of Fame? Oh yes ... Perfect, well-deserved (and about
time!)
-Stokes

Houlgate told the QM management to open the museum deck for the 600 quests, as they could not stay outside in the cold. Dusty went to Dave, who was shocked,
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but cleverly told the crowd to follow the bars AS THEY EXITED out the door past Bill Stroppe’s Off Road car to the
Queen Mary museum area, (so the authorities could check
the structure that we were in).

Dave McClelland To Enter Hall
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American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association Inc.
922 North Pass Avenue, Burbank, CA 91505-2703
Phone: 818-842-7005
FAX: 818-842-7020
"Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage of Motor Sports"
The AARWBA is the oldest and largest professional organization of its kind. Founded in 1955 in
Indianapolis, it has grown to more than 400 members throughout the United States, Canada and Europe.
Each year the AARWBA members select a 14-driver All America Team from Open Wheel, Stock Car, Sports
Car, Drag Racing, Short Track, Touring Series and At Large championship categories. An annual banquet is
held to honor these drivers each January. AARWBA also sponsors several contests for its members and
established the “Legends in Racing” auto racing hall of fame.
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Preferred Mailing Address:

HOME
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(Please note that our newsletter, “ImPRESSions”, is sent via e-mail)

Preferred E-Mail Address For Newsletter:
MEMBERSHIP LEVEL
Media Professional ($45.00)
Signature of applicant:

Affiliate Member ($65.00)

Associate / Corporate ($300.00)
Date:

Active Media Member
Applicants for active media membership status must submit the following materials to the membership committee for consideration.
Materials must be submitted with your check.
ü A fully executed membership application. (This information will appear in the membership directory
unless you specify otherwise. Attach a note to this application if necessary.)
Your
ü Two 1" x 1.5" head shot pictures for use in the directory and for an I.D. badge.
ü Tear sheets or samples of work as follows:
Photo
§
Two published articles on the subject of auto racing in a publication of general
Should
circulation within the past year.
§
Photographs on auto racing appearing in two publications of general circulation or two
Be This
separate times in one publication, within the past year.
Size
§
One video or audio tape of any race broadcast where spectators attended and exhibited
the applicant's work within the past year.
§
One book on the subject of auto racing within the past year or three books on the
subject of auto racing, or one book contracted from any trade publisher for a book on auto racing
Affiliate Member
Open to public relations, team representatives, motorsports advertising personnel. Full voting rights and privileges except to hold office.
Associate/Corporate Membership
Open to any person, regardless of affiliation or professional orientation, who is interested in furthering the aims of the American Auto
Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association and/or motorsports in general. Corporate membership is Limited to three (3) non-voting
memberships for the $300 fee.

Mail completed application, photos, and your check to the address shown above.
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