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AARWBA congratulates Kurt Busch on winning
the 2017 Daytona 500!
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It is not every day that one gets to visit with an Olympic
athlete. It is even rarer that one talks with an Olympic
swimmer who set a record time in the event that clinched
his Gold Medal for the U.S.A. and Overtook Ryan Lochte
to do so.
In walking the grid for the BMW Endurance Challenge at
Daytona, I spoke with Tyler Clary- 2012 Olympic 200meter backstroke record holder, Gold Medalist, and in
2017- IMSA Continental Tire Series driver.
Dual-sport athletes are thought of in of stick-and-ball
sports groupings. Baseball and football as well as hockey and lacrosse have parallels. How many think of auto
racing and swimming?
"Being an athlete is an all-encompassing thing," said
Clary. "You learn how to develop your own process to
become better at whatever it is you are doing and generally speaking that works here (racing cars). If anything, I
think that swimming has prepared me for racing more
than hurt me."
A pit crew on a motorsports team can provide valuable
information like a swimming coach.
"One of the things about swimming is we don't get as
much quantified feedback as we do here. Here I can look
at brake pressure. I can look at shift points. I can tell if I
am working the tires as hard as another driver. You don't
really get that type of stuff in swimming. It's all very feelbased and subjective to a certain degree," Clary said.
"We do get tempo metrics and splits (in swimming), that
type of stuff, it's not quite to the level I get here (auto racing) and because I've been an athlete that has had to
focus and get better without having that sort of feedback.
Now that I am here it is much easier to see where the
differences lie between myself and another driver," said
Clary.
"I've always been
kind of a car nut.
I've been around
racing ever since I
was a kid but never got to check it
out," Clary said.
A NASCAR weekend at the Auto
Club Speedway in
Fontana, CA gave
the Olympian his
first taste of major league motorsports.
"My first racing experience was brought on by swimming," Clary said. "My first time being at a racetrack was
actually because my swim team needed funds to operate
and we got to run a merchandising booth (in Fontana) for
the weekend and keep a cut of those profits so my team
could function."

He is no raw rookie to the
construction and mechanical side of motorsports. In spite of
spending so much time in
a pool, there was a time
when the swimmer had
dirt under his fingernails.
"I actually worked with an off-road team as a mechanic, fabricator, welder," Clary said. "So I understand it a little bit but I pick
things up quickly and I learn as fast as possible. For me, I've a
got a really steep learning curve and it is a challenge that I embrace. I have to be able to learn fast."
His NASCAR christening introduced him to motorsports but
eventually led him into the direction of American sports car racing.
"If I had to pick, this (IMSA) is where I would pick to be," Clary
said. "I like that it's street cars. I like that you can see someone
driving (a street car similar to his race car) down your block a
week afterwards.
"There is a lot more opportunity here for someone like me. You
have multiple drivers in every single car and for me, I had to
pick a strategy that gave me the highest probability of success
when the goal is to be a professional factory race car driver,"
said Clary.
Clary started the BMW Endurance Challenge in 10th for his
Street Tuner class. His BMW 328i dropped back to 12th at the
race's start, but raced his way up to fifth. He headed pit side for
the driver exchange and shortly after the car rejoined the race
an engine belt broke and the team lost four laps while repairs
were made. Clary along with co-drivers James Clay and Tyler
Cooke were 14th when the checkered flag waved.
Clary's driving skill is still developing and he has some lofty
goals.
"I want to run all of the classic races (Daytona 24, Sebring, Le
Mans). I'd eventually like to get into WeatherTech (IMSA's premiere series). It is a little bit above… I would say this (CTSC) is
a little bit above my experience level right now," Clary said
good-naturedly. "I'd love to eventually get into that series. A
super-lofty goal would be to race in the World Endurance
Championship, but one step at a time."
Clary is focused on learning and dreaming big while keeping
his feet planted- traits that are useful when chasing Ryan
Lochte for an Olympic swimming medal or Spencer Pumpelly
around a chicane for a sports car racing trophy.
"Even if I ended up topping out in WeatherTech, that's not a
bad place to be. In fact that's a wonderful place to be."
Patrick Reynolds is a former professional NASCAR mechanic
who hosts Speedway Report Mondays 7:30 pm ET/ 4:30 pm
PT on http://speedwayreport.com/ .
Follow on Twitter @SpeedwayPat.
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By Patrick Reynolds for www.speedwayreport.com

Provided By RacingHistoryProject.com

Presented by Mazda Motorsports
and sponsored by Vintage Racecar Magazine, Autobooks-Aerobooks and the Vintage Auto
Racing Association (VARA), this
event will honor and celebrate
the history of the iconic IMSA
series, from its start by founder
John Bishop through its sale in
1988.

As is the custom with all Racing History Project
events, a limited number of tickets are ever
sold to assure that the event is a true "insider"
experience, and for "IMSA" only 100 fan tickets
are available.
Each attendee receives a gift bag, a commemorative medallion, a limited edition poster, and event t-shirt depicting the glory years of the IMSA series. The on-site Sheraton Fairplex
hotel is a short walking distance from the museum and offers
special rates to all Tribute attendees.

The first-time gathering will present a rare opportunity to
hear stories of IMSA racing from the people who were
there at the beginning and made racing history. Invited
IMSA drivers include: Tommy Kendall, John Morton, Rick
Knoop, Nick Craw, Jeff
Kline, John Fitzpatrick
and others. These are
the people who were
there and who have the
personal stories to
share of how it was and
why those days have
come to be remembered as such a colorful and unique
era in American motor racing history.
As befitting the occasion, a sampling of iconic IMSA race
cars including a Porsche 962 and Toyota GTP from the
Tom Malloy Collection along with some significant Mazda
race cars from their museum will be on display on the
night of the event.

"We truly understand just how very passionate IMSA fans are
and how equally passionate the people who took part in this
fabled series are as well ... bringing them all together at the
Wally Parks NHRA Museum in April will be a very special, very
personal, occasion for everyone." - Dave Wolin
The Parks Museum, named
for NHRA founder Wally
Parks, is dedicated to the
preservation of the history of all forms of motorsports and
boasts a unique collection of historic racing cars and associated memorabilia. Attendees for this event are very cordially
invited to come early and wander through the exhibits when
they come to Pomona on April 1st for the Racing History Project's Tribute to IMSA.
*IMSA (International Motor Sports Association) is the racing
authority that brought professional GT racing and international
stars to North America and that created classes like All American GT, the BF Goodrich Radial Challenge, Kelly American

The evening will feature a world class dinner, a slide presentation of rarely seen photos by Mitch Bishop, son of
IMSA founder John Bishop. After that guests will be
treated to some vintage IMSA film footage and a round
table discussion which will include all of the previouslymentioned IMSA stars along with other luminaries of the
era.
One of the highlights of the evening will be the presentation of a very special motorsports award ...The
"Peter Bryant Challenger Award", named for
the legendary racing engineer and designer; it
will be presented to the person who best epitomizes the spirit of the sport. Their name will
join the list of previous Bryant Award honorees
include: Howden Ganley, Phil Remington,
Trevor Harris, Bruce Burness, Alwin Springer
and, most recently, Dan Gurney.
There will also be an exclusive autograph session, and a silent auction featuring vintage
memorabilia ... all offered as components of a
great late afternoon and evening with the
sights, sounds, people and memories of the
incredible era.

Challenge, GT Prototype and the well-remembered Renault Cup.
Proceeds from this event will benefit the
Paws L.A. animal charity.
TICKETS ARE NOW
AVAILABLE ON-LINE AT:
www.tributetoimsa.com
Or contact event organizer Dave Wolin at:
559.760.1143
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The Racing History Project's very special "Tribute to IMSA*" Dinner will take place at the NHRA Wally Parks Motorsports Museum in Pomona, California on Saturday
evening, April 1, 2017.
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Your AARWBA Leadership Team

Three years ago, Memo Gidley was seriously injured during the
Rolex 24 at Daytona when his fast-moving Daytona Prototype
plowed into a nearly stopped Ferrari. Gidley had to be cut from
his demolished car and when taken to a nearby hospital, he was
diagnosed with a broken back along with leg and arm injuries.
Since then, Gidley has
been going through
successions of medical
procedures and nonstop rehabilitation action. Recently, doctors
gave him a clean bill of
health and cleared him
to race again.
Over the recent Rolex
24 weekend, Gidley
returned to the Daytona
International Speedway
for the first time since
the accident. His mission was twofold - to renew acquaintances
and to express thanks to the hospital team that administered to
him after the accident.
During a press conference at DIS, Gidley, 46, described his accident as "outrageous," and although he doesn't remember it, he
has viewed replays often. "It has been two years of hell and
things have gotten significantly better in the last year. It has
been a long process," he said. The Mexican-American native
thanked everyone that helped him during the long ordeal and
Jim France, in particular. "What he did for me after the accident
and in the hospital for me, my wife and my mother, was fantastic," he added.
While he had never had to thank the doctors at the Halifax
Health Medical Center, he did do so over the weekend.
"The accident was one thing and the recovery was another
thing, a very gnarly experience. Broken bones are one thing but
dealing with the pain puts you into a mood that you are not accustomed to," he commented, profusely thanking his wife and
mother for putting up with him.
He indicated his recovery took an additional year due to a spinal
infusion that took 12 months to mend. And then doctors have
cleared him to go do whatever he wants. While awaiting his international racing license, he has been involved with karting,
both as a driver, coach and team owner.
"I am excited about closing this (rehab) chapter of my life right
now," he said. "I don't know what's wrong with me but I have no
concerns about getting back in a race car. In a race car, you
are in control and I am excited about getting back out there."
Should Gidley never race competitively, he feels his investment
has been worth it. "My goal from the beginning has been to get
back in a race car but my overall goal was to get stronger. If
you are back stronger, it opens up opportunities for you whatever it is," he commented.
"Racing is what I have been doing for a long time and I love the
environment and the people, so my ultimate goal is to get back
in a race car," Gidley said in closing.
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Gidley Fully Recovered from Serious Injuries
And Cleared to Race Again
By Joe Jennings

2017 Racing Schedules - Prepared by Steve Mayer
VERIZON
INDYCAR

IMSA
WEATHERTECH
SPORTSCAR

NHRA
MELLO
YELLO

Daytona
Pomona

Australia
China
Bahrain
Russia
Spain
Monaco
Canada
Azerbaijan
Austria
Great Britain
Hungary

Belgium
Italy
Singapore
Malaysia
Japan
United States
Mexico
Brazil

Daytona *
Daytona
Atlanta
Las Vegas
Phoenix
Fontana
Martinsville
Texas

Phoenix
St. Petersburg
Sebring *

Gainesville
Las Vegas

Long Beach

Bristol
Richmond
Talladega
Kansas *
Charlotte *
Charlotte
Dover
Pocono
Michigan
Sonoma
Daytona*
Kentucky*
Loudon
Indianapolis
Pocono
Watkins Glen
Michigan
Bristol *

Long Beach *

Birmingham
Phoenix*
Austin *

Houston
Charlotte
Atlanta

Indianapolis *
Topeka
Indianapolis
Detroit x2
Texas *

Detroit *

Elkhart Lake
Iowa
Toronto

Epping
Englishtown
Bristol
Norwalk

Watkins Glen
Mosport

Chicago

Lime Rock*

Denver
Sonoma
Seattle

Mid-Ohio
Elkhart Lake
Pocono
St. Louis *
The Glen

Darlington
Richmond *
Chicago
Loudon
Dover
Charlotte *
Kansas
Talladega
Martinsville
Texas
Phoenix
Homestead

Brainerd
VIR
Indianapolis +

Sonoma
Laguna Seca

Charlotte
Reading
St. Louis

Road Atlanta *
Dallas
Las Vegas
Pomona

Abu Dhabi

* Saturday Race

** Friday Race

+ Monday Race
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Date
Jan 1
Jan 8
Jan 15
Jan 22
Jan 29
Feb 5
Feb 12
Feb 19
Feb 26
Mar 5
Mar 12
Mar 19
Mar 26
Apr 2
Apr 9
Apr 16
Apr 23
Apr 30
May 7
May 14
May 21
May 28
June 4
June 11
June 18
June 25
July 2
July 9
July 16
July 23
July 30
Aug 6
Aug 13
Aug 20
Aug 27
Sep 3
Sep 10
Sep 17
Sep 24
Oct 1
Oct 8
Oct 15
Oct 22
Oct 29
Nov 5
Nov 12
Nov 19
Nov 26
Dec 3
Dec 10
Dec 17
Dec 24

FORMULA
ONE

MONSTER
ENERGY
NASCAR
CUP

American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association Inc.
922 North Pass Avenue, Burbank, CA 91505-2703
Phone: 818-842-7005
FAX: 818-842-7020
"Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage of Motor Sports"
The AARWBA is the oldest and largest professional organization of its kind. Founded in 1955 in
Indianapolis, it has grown to more than 400 members throughout the United States, Canada and Europe.
Each year the AARWBA members select a 14-driver All America Team from Open Wheel, Stock Car, Sports
Car, Drag Racing, Short Track, Touring Series and At Large championship categories. An annual banquet is
held to honor these drivers each January. AARWBA also sponsors several contests for its members and
established the “Legends in Racing” auto racing hall of fame.
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FAX:

PERSONAL INFORMATION
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City:

State:

ZIP Code:

Phone:

E-Mail:

FAX:

Preferred Mailing Address:

HOME

OFFICE

(Please note that our newsletter, “ImPRESSions”, is sent via e-mail)

Preferred E-Mail Address For Newsletter:
MEMBERSHIP LEVEL
Media Professional ($45.00)
Signature of applicant:

Affiliate Member ($65.00)

Associate / Corporate ($300.00)
Date:

Active Media Member
Applicants for active media membership status must submit the following materials to the membership committee for consideration.
Materials must be submitted with your check.
ü A fully executed membership application. (This information will appear in the membership directory
unless you specify otherwise. Attach a note to this application if necessary.)
Your
ü Two 1" x 1.5" head shot pictures for use in the directory and for an I.D. badge.
ü Tear sheets or samples of work as follows:
Photo
§
Two published articles on the subject of auto racing in a publication of general
Should
circulation within the past year.
§
Photographs on auto racing appearing in two publications of general circulation or two
Be This
separate times in one publication, within the past year.
Size
§
One video or audio tape of any race broadcast where spectators attended and exhibited
the applicant's work within the past year.
§
One book on the subject of auto racing within the past year or three books on the
subject of auto racing, or one book contracted from any trade publisher for a book on auto racing
Affiliate Member
Open to public relations, team representatives, motorsports advertising personnel. Full voting rights and privileges except to hold office.
Associate/Corporate Membership
Open to any person, regardless of affiliation or professional orientation, who is interested in furthering the aims of the American Auto
Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association and/or motorsports in general. Corporate membership is Limited to three (3) non-voting
memberships for the $300 fee.

Mail completed application, photos, and your check to the address shown above.
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