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Congratulations to Denny Hamlin for winning
the 2019 Daytona 500!
Photo by Joe Jennings
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The 45th Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach will take place
April 12-14, 2019.
Launched in 1986 as the first Japanese luxury automotive brand, Acura is a leading nameplate that delivers
Precision Crafted Performance – a commitment to evocative styling, high performance and innovative engineering, all built on a foundation of quality and reliability.
Both Acura and its American Honda parent have their
U.S. headquarters in Torrance, California.
Last year, Acura made a successful return to the top level of sports car racing in the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship, fielding two entries in the Prototype
class with Team Penske. The driver combinations of
Juan Pablo Montoya/Dane Cameron and Helio
Castroneves/Ricky Taylor finished fifth and seventh overall in the championship, with Montoya recording the first
pole for the new Acura ARX-05 at Long Beach. Acura
also continues to have entries in the series’ GTD class
with the NSX GT3 Evo, and has accomplishments at all
levels of sports car racing.
Honda has a long, winning history with Indy cars at Long
Beach. Honda-powered drivers have won six of the last
10 Grands Prix – and 13 times in 19 appearances – including last year with Alexander Rossi. Native Californian Jimmy Vasser scored Honda’s first Long Beach
victory in 1996, with other Honda-powered winners including Alex Zanardi (1997-98), Michael Andretti (2002),
Dario Franchitti (2009), Takuma Sato (2013) and James
Hinchcliffe (2017).

Jim Michaelian with Jon Ikeda, VP & GM of Acura, and
Henio Arcangeli, Jr, VP of Automobile Division of
American Honda Motors

our 45th year of conducting America’s #1 street race, we are
looking forward with great enthusiasm to this new partnership
with a premium luxury brand like Acura. Together we will explore new ways to elevate the Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach
to greater heights in the coming years.”
Featuring a wide variety of on- and off-track activities for the
entire family, the Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach will be headlined by the NTT IndyCar Series, as well as the BUBBA burger
Sports Car Grand Prix, featuring the IMSA WeatherTech
SportsCar Championship. In addition, the weekend will feature
the Motegi Racing Super Drift Challenge under the lights on
Friday and Saturday nights, Robby Gordon’s Stadium SUPER
Trucks, the powerful sports cars of the Pirelli GT4 America series and the Historic IMSA GTO Challenge.
Fans can select and pay for their Acura Grand Prix of Long
Beach tickets, parking and paddock passes online at gplb.com,
or place orders by calling the toll-free ticket hotline, (888) 8277333. A printed ticket brochure that includes a circuit map, ticket prices, order form and other information is also available.
Fans can also follow the Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach on
Facebook at GrandPrixLB, Twitter @GPLongBeach and Instagram at GPLongBeach.

“With our U.S. headquarters nearby in Torrance, this is a
true ‘home’ event for the Acura brand,” said Jon Ikeda,
Acura vice president and general manager. “The Grand
Prix of Long Beach is one of North America’s premier
motorsports events, and an institution in Southern California. Acura is delighted and proud to be associated
with the Grand Prix of Long Beach, and we look forward
to a long and successful partnership.”
“This is truly the start of a new era in the history of the
Grand Prix,” said Jim Michaelian, president and CEO of
the Grand Prix Association of Long Beach. “As we enter
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The Grand Prix Association of Long Beach recently announced that it has reached a multi-year agreement with
Acura to become title sponsor of the Grand Prix of Long
Beach starting in 2019.

Winning FedEx Express Toyota Camry adorned with confetti
sits beside Harley J. Earl winner's trophy

L-R: Daytona 500 winner Denny Hamlin, Crew Chief
Chris Gapehart, and owner Joe Gibbs.

Hamlin and every crew member present took turns
autographing the winning car.

Winner Hamlin assists Daytona International Speedway’s
Chip Wile unveil the 2020 race logo.

The winning car will be inducted
for one year into
The National Motorsports Hall of Fame.
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The Winning FedEx Express Toyota Camry Crew

David Hobbs, multi-faceted racer and colorful TV commentator for nearly four decades, will be honored by the
Road Racing Drivers Club at the "RRDC Evening with
David Hobbs Presented by Firestone" in Long Beach,
Calif., on Thursday, April 11. This is the RRDC's 11th
consecutive annual banquet honoring auto racing's most
influential leaders and icons, and will be held prior to the
45th Annual Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach.
Previous honorees were Dan Gurney, Parnelli Jones,
Roger Penske, Jim Hall, Brian Redman, Mario Andretti,
Bobby Unser, George Follmer, Emerson Fittipaldi and
Johnny Rutherford. These "RRDC Evenings" are acknowledged as one of the highlights of the auto-racing
social calendar, drawing fans and luminaries from all
forms of motorsports.
The Firestone brand will return as presenting sponsor of
the RRDC banquet for the 10th consecutive year.
"We've been privileged to receive continued support from
Firestone for the RRDC's Long Beach dinner for the past
decade," said RRDC President Bobby Rahal. "Firestone
has an unrivaled heritage in motorsports dating back to
the first Indy 500 in 1911. We always welcome Firestone's support, and salute the brand's long-standing success and contributions to the sport."
The dinner's proceeds will help support the RRDC's
young driver initiatives, including its groundbreaking
SAFEisFAST.com program and the Team USA Scholarship, which the RRDC has backed since 1997 and has
been providing opportunities for talented young American race-car drivers since 1990. The Mark Donohue
Foundation, a 501(C)(3) tax-exempt organization, was
recently formed to further support the SAFEisFAST.com
initiative. Information about the Foundation can be found
on the RRDC's website www.RRDC.org.

Born in Leamington Spa, U.K., in 1939, Hobbs is one of
motor racing's most remarkable all-rounders. In a 31
year driving career, "Hobbo," as he's known to friends
and fans, raced in almost every imaginable category:
endurance sports racers, touring cars, Formula 1, Formula 5000, IndyCar, IMSA, Trans-Am, Can-Am and even
NASCAR. On top of that he has been a television commentator in the U.S. for nearly 40 years, bringing wit and
wisdom to the screen most recently as part of NBC's Formula 1 team.
His racing career began in his mum's Morris Oxford in
1959, and he went on to set a British closed-course
speed record of 167.5 mph driving the then-secret Jag-

uar XJ13 in 1967, a record that lasted for 19 years. He then
claimed the 1971 Formula 5000 championship and the 1983
SCCA Trans-Am Championship.
He's raced in the 1993 U.S. Fastmasters Championship, at the
24 Hours of Le Mans, the Indy 500, led the 1976 Daytona 500,
and debuted in Formula 1 in 1966, competing on that circuit for
several years.
As a TV commentator, Hobbs began his on-air career with CBS
in 1976, covering 17 consecutive Daytona 500 broadcasts,
then moved to the Speed Channel network to cover Formula 1,
Le Mans, Trans-Am, World Sports Car, etc. Most recently he
was with NBC Sports co-hosting live coverage of Formula 1
races from 2013-17.
In 2018, his book, "Hobbo: Motor Racer, Motor Mouth," co-authored with Andrew Marriott, was published, which Hobbs has
been promoting through book signings around the country. He
opened David Hobbs Honda in 1987 in Milwaukee, Wis., which
is managed by his eldest son Gregg. Hobbs and wife Margaret
("Mags") live in Vero Beach, Fla., and Elkhart Lake, Wis.
"David is such an icon of the sport here in the U.S., you'd never
know he was an Englishman," said Rahal. "His career spans
nearly 40 years of entertaining us on the small screen, not to
mention hearing his voice in the movie 'Cars' as 'Hobbscap.'
We are proud to honor him for all his passion as a driver and
commentator, and for all he's achieved in our sport."
The RRDC Evening with David Hobbs Presented by Firestone
will be held on Thursday, April 11, at the Hilton Hotel, 701 West
Ocean Blvd, Long Beach, Calif., with cocktails at 6 p.m., and
dinner at 7:15 p.m. Tickets are $225 per person ($200 for
RRDC members) if purchased by April 1, and space is limited.
Sponsor packages are also available. All are welcome, but this
event is expected to sell out, so early reservations are recommended Please contact Jeremy Shaw at rrdc2@cox.net.
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Firestone Returns as Presenting Sponsor for 10th Consecutive Year
By Judy Stropus

The IndyCar season opener on Sunday, March 10 at St.
Petersburg generated many fascinating stories. Some
new, some familiar.

of a race weekend seemed to energize the highly-talented Canadian. He let it be known that he not only planned on walking
again but racing again.

The emergence of
two sensational
rookies, American
Colton Herta, and
Swede, Felix
Rosenqvist was exciting. Colton ran
fast in the practice
sessions. He appeared a shoo-in for
the Firestone Fast Six and a shot at the pole until a rule
infraction forced him into an 11th place starting position.
Still, he displayed wisdom and maturity beyond his 18
years to handle the disappointment and run a mistakefree race to eighth place.

"It's all I've ever known," insisted Wickens in speaking of his
return to NBC Sports. "From a kid, racing is all I ever wanted to
do with my life. I was told that if I don't race again, I will still do
something great with my life. I'm a hard worker. I know I'm going to land on my feet somewhere, but I wasn't happy with that
answer. I don't want a 9-5 job, hustling somewhere new. I want
to keep hustling as a race car driver."

Rosenqvist, driving for Chip Ganassi, also had a remarkable performance. He qualified third quick and made a
spectacular pass to seize the lead from Will Power, before a couple of pit stop mistakes cost him a chance at
the win. He finished fourth.
Two other newcomers, Santino Ferrucci, and Ben Hanley also had solid races.
Then there were the repeating stories. Teams and drivers that dominated the series for years demonstrated
they would again have to be reckoned with as the run to
the 2019 championship unfolds.
Will Power continued his pole-winning ways, grabbing
his eighth pole at St. Petersburg, the 55th of his IndyCar
career, moving him within 12 of tying Mario Andretti for
the most all time. And, Penske teammate Josef Newgarden took the race win for the "Captain."
Scott Dixon, Chip Ganassi's top shoe, and the 2018
champion, finished second, after overcoming huge handling problems through the qualifying process. And the
Andretti Autosport drivers were fast as usual. The top
five finishers read: Penske, Ganassi, Penske, Ganassi,
Andretti.

So determined is Wickens to drive again, that, if necessary,
he's already considered racing with
hand controls as
Alex Zanardi has
done successfully.
"Regardless of
how my progression goes," states
Wickens, "I will be
in a race car
again."
As important as it
is for Wickens to get behind the wheel once more, his first priority touches on the romantic. He plans on walking down the
aisle, and dancing with his fiancé, Karli Woods, on their wedding day in September.
He's drawing closer to that goal. He puts eight to nine hours a
day into rehab. He's managed to stand with a minimum of help
and take steps with only a little assistance.
"That was a massive confidence boost that my goal could be
reality," said Wickens.
Robert Wickens used perseverance, tenacity, and fearlessness
to overcome many obstacles to achieve his racing aspirations.
There's little doubt that he will accomplish these challenging
new goals with those same extraordinary attributes.
That's a story many will follow.

Sounds like last year.
Perhaps the best story of the weekend, however, was
the appearance of last year's rookie sensation, Robert
Wickens.
Wickens, paralyzed last August in a brutal accident at
Pocono, made his initial appearance at a race track, and
one of his first trips out of the hospital since he started
treatment and rehab.
Seeing his buddies, basking in the enthusiastic accolades of his fans, and soaking up the electric atmosphere
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By Bob Gates - Photos by Chris Owens

Ed Pink Has Been Selected as the
2019 Recipient of the 20th Annual
Justice Brothers-shav Glick Award.

By Louise Ann Noeth
Pop the champagne! Rattle your salt shaker! It’s time to
celebrate! The Utah State Legislature approved a $5
million appropriation to restore the Bonneville Salt Flats
as part of the state budget.

In the past few weeks, Utah legislators received upwards
of 1,000 emails from the motorsports community which
helped focus much needed attention on the critical funding request. The money will help support a program to
restore the iconic land formation in northwestern Utah.
“This marks the first public dollars appropriated to restore
the depleted salt surface since the land speed racing
community began its quest more than 30 year ago,” said
Save the Salt Foundation Vice Chairman Tom Burkland.
“This is a job well done. Land speed racers the world
over say, ‘Thank You Utah!’”
Lawmakers authorized the Utah Department of Natural
Resources to create a “Restore Bonneville” program to
increase the volume of salt being pumped onto the
Bonneville Salt Flats by Intrepid Potash, Inc. Racing
community representatives have worked with lawmakers,
regulators and Intrepid Potash, Inc. to craft the 10-year
project. Salt brine pumping levels will dramatically rise
as a result of infrastructure upgrades. The racing venue
should gradually expand from its current length of about
8 miles with the goal of reaching its original 13-mile
length.
State funds become
available on July 1,
2019. Utah lawmakers
made the appropriation
contingent on securing
a commitment for monies from outside sources. The bulk of the
estimated additional
$45 million needed
over 10 years will
come from the federal government, with contributions as
well from the motorsports community. Attention will now
turn to the U.S. Congress and the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management to appropriate funds and make commitments so that Restore Bonneville bcomes a reality.

For the 20th year, the Justice Brothers-Shav Glick Award recognizes motorsports personalities who have made distinguished
contributions to motorsports in California. Pink was selected by
a judging panel, which includes national and California motorsports media, to receive the prestigious 2019 Justice BrothersShav Glick Award. Ed Justice, Jr. President & CEO of Justice
Brothers, Inc. presented the award during the pre-race ceremonies at the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series Auto Club
400 race at Auto Club Speedway.
Ed Pink – Ed Pink, nicknamed the “Old Master”, has built winning race engines since 1946. Supplying some of the top racers
in the drag racing with their engines. Names that include
Don Prudhomme, Tom McEwen, Shirley Muldowney, and Gas
Rhonda.
In the ‘90s Ed Pink Midget engines dominated the United
States Auto Club (USAC) with eight Midget Championships,
100 National Event wins, and four consecutive Silver Crown
Championships.
During the IRL years of Indy Car racing, Pink engines were a
common sight in the starting field.
Pink was inducted into the Motorsports Hall of Fame of America
in 2012.
Previous recipients of the award:
2018 – Scott Pruett
2008 – John Force
2017 – Craig Breedlove
2007 – Don Prudhomme
2016 – Ed Iskendarian
2006 – Phil Hill & Carroll Shelby
2015 – Tommy Kendall
2005 – J.C. Agajanian
2014 – Bill Simpson
2004 – Les Richter
2013 – Mickey Thompson
2003 – Rick Mears
2012 – Jeff Gordon
2002 – Parnelli Jones
2011 – Robert E. Peterson
2001 – Wally Parks
2010 – Kenny Roberts
2000 – Dan Gurney
2009 – Frank Kurtis
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Utah Votes $5 Million to Restore
Bonneville Salt Flats

By Joe Jennings

Foyt fielded numerous questions from the
media even
though he admitted to a severe
hearing loss,
said to be
caused by loud
racing engines
and his advancing age, 84. During his time on
the podium, he paid tribute to the Wood Brothers and
their contributions to racing, called safety improvements
the biggest enhancements to racing during his lifetime
and made other observations.
Asked about the differences in attitudes between today's
drivers and those from yesterday, he said, "When I was
running, you had guys like Junior Johnson and other
great guys, they were hard to deal with and I don't think
you see that today. If you got one of them mad, you had
a nice little fist fight when you got out of the car; you
don't see that no more."
He went on to place emphasis on the strides made regarding safety. "With NASCAR and Indy car racing, you
have so many young drivers today and they have a lot of
money behind them, they can have a real bad wreck and
walk away. I would say the cars are 1,000 per cent safer
today than they were in the Junior Johnson and Fireball
Roberts days."
Foyt noted that he succeeded in Indy cars, sports cars
and stock cars because he readily adapted to the various
disciplines whereas others were not that successful. "A
lot of friends of mine never could adapt but I was lucky to
adapt pretty quick."
When queried as to his favorite type of race car, Foyt
surprised everyone when he said, "Of all the cars I drove
in my career, I had the most fun on dirt tracks with sprint
cars. You could control them with your foot, plus the
cars had a lot of power, so out of my whole career, that
was the most fun."
Others in the celebrity mix included Super Bowl MVP
Julian Edelman, the honorary starter; Houston Texans
super-star J. J. Watt, the first NFL player to serve as
grand marshal; country singer Brad Owen, who performed in a pre-race concert and the USAF Thunderbirds, who thrilled the capacity crowd with a precision
flyover for the 10th time.

President & Executive Director Norma "Dusty" Brandel
Women's Editor, Racing Information
Service -Photo-Journalist,
RIS-News.com
Dusty@aarwba.org
Vice President Kathy Seymour
Photographer, Racing Information
Service RIS-News.com
kathysey@hotmail.com
Treasurer Rhonda Williams
Journalist - Williams Report
rhonda49@gmail.com
Midwest Vice President Bob Gates
National Speed Sport News
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Southern Vice President Joe Jennings
Photo-journalist, RacingNation.com
jjennings500@hotmail.com

Eastern Vice President David Moulthrop
Photographer, iRacingNews.com
dave.moulthrop@gmail.com
Western Vice President Ray Sotero
Motorsports Columnist, Gannett
News Service
raysotero@yahoo.com
Secretary Patrick Reynolds
Writer, Speedway Report
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1972 Daytona 500 and twice Rolex 24 winner A. J. Foyt
was among the celebrities mingling with the media and
fans in the hours leading up to the 61st running of the
Daytona 500.
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Phone: 818-842-7005
FAX: 818-842-7020
"Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage of Motor Sports"
The AARWBA is the oldest and largest professional organization of its kind. Founded in 1955 in
Indianapolis, it has grown to more than 400 members throughout the United States, Canada and Europe.
Each year the AARWBA members select a 14-driver All America Team from Open Wheel, Stock Car, Sports
Car, Drag Racing, Short Track, Touring Series and At Large championship categories. An annual banquet is
held to honor these drivers each January. AARWBA also sponsors several contests for its members and
established the “Legends in Racing” auto racing hall of fame.
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unless you specify otherwise. Attach a note to this application if necessary.)
Your
ü Two 1" x 1.5" head shot pictures for use in the directory and for an I.D. badge.
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