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Jim Hall Honored By RRDC In Long Beach
Jim Hall, internationally renowned as an
ingenious designer, engineer, championship
racer and innovator in the sport of auto racing,
was honored by his peers and racing elite at
the RRDC Evening with Jim Hall presented by
Firestone.
This was the fourth annual Road Racing
Drivers Club West Coast banquet, held prior
to the running of the Toyota Grand Prix of
Long Beach. The dinner was also supported
by Chevrolet and Honda.

Bobby Rahal, Brian Redman, Sandy Hall, Jim Hall,
Roger Penske, Gil de Ferran, Johnny Rutherford
Photo above credit: Dennis Ashlock
Photos on left credit: Andrew S. Hartwell

The 2012 AARWBA Annual Breakfast
will be held on
Saturday Morning, May 26th
in the Brickyard Crossing Pavilion at 8 a.m.
If you plan to attend please R.S.V.P. To
Midwest Vice President
Ron Lemasters at:
rlemasters14@comcast.net
American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
“Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage Of Motor Sports”

Frankly Speaking
It’s hard to believe that this is
the 38th year of the Toyota
Long Beach Grand Prix. Without question it’s one of my favorite venues. Yet coming to
the race brings on some mixed
emotions.
Giants of journalism will not be
there, either having passed
away or retired.
If you covered the event it’s impossible not to miss the
Howard Handy deadline media center. Handy was a
crusty veteran who ruled the deadline room with an iron
fist in a velvet glove.

Personal friend, Michael Hollander,
(right) was the 'Al Gore' of motor
sports journalism. From the earliest
days, when he showed up with a Radio Shack computer, running off of a
cassette recorder for a memory device
and portable TV as a monitor, he was
the pioneer of Internet coverage of
Motorsports for Racing Information
Systems on CompuServe.
Hollander’s brother was a highly
placed official at Tandy, the parent of
Radio Shack. When Hollander arrived
with the first TRS-80 it was a game
changer. That’s when it became possible for me to file with the “big guys.”
More than that, Hollander freely shared his computer knowledge with all.

He was a mother hen; protective when a seat in the
room was like a first class ticket on trans-continental
flight. But, if you got to know him, he was a softie at
heart. All you had to do was pay him a little respect and
your assigned seat was waiting for you.
Handy was an absolute delight to work with except for
one Italian journalist who thought he was the Lord’s gift.
Another absent Long Beach journalist is the late Alan
Wolfe who tirelessly covered motorsports for the Long
Beach Press-Telegram.
I’m getting ahead of myself.
My first recollection goes back to the Formula One days
when the retired Hank Ives was the press officer and colleague Peter Biro helped handle photographer’s needs.
One of my favorite mementoes is a coffee mug with
“Toyota Grand Prix” and “Press Room” silk-screened on
it. From that day till now I have no other artifact which
connects motorsports and journalism. I took an extra one
from that media breakfast. Les Unger will you forgive
me? I think the statute of limitations is long expired.

The most amusing memory of mine goes back to a day when
the Internet was slow. Hollander took out a Wi-Fi router and got
all of us in the deadline room back on line. About half-an-hour
later Long Beach Convention Center security showed up. They
had notice a spike in Internet usage and shut us down. Luckily
we had all filed before that happened.
I’m also missing my retired “older
brother” Mike Harris, (left) the award
winning motorsports writer of the Associated Press. Without his friendship
and guidance I wouldn’t still be
pounding the motorsports beat.
I can’t leave this epistle without a reference to my favorite race at Long
Beach. Alex Zanardi bent a steering
arm of his racer in a minor accident. Driving 10-and-two was
out of the question. It was more like six and twelve for his
hands. When he pitted, his crew chief, Rob Hill, pounded that
thing back in shape and the Italian went on to an otherwise unlikely victory.
Yes, Long Beach stirs many memories in this reporter’s brain.

So back to journalism:
two greats are gone.
Shav Glick (left) of the
LA Times - my hero from
day one managed to keep
crisp writing until he
decided to retire in his
eighties.
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By Lewis Franck, AARWBA Eastern Vice President

News & Notes
AARWBA Annual Indy Breakfast
May 26
The 2012 AARWBA Annual Breakfast will be
held on Saturday Morning, May 26th in the
Brickyard Crossing Pavilion at 8 a.m.

by Patricia Parsons-Vigants

If you plan to attend please R.S.V.P. To
Midwest Vice President
Ron Lemasters at: rlemasters14@comcast.net

It's that time of year again when we all start thinking about making plans to attend the Indianapolis
500.
Thoughts of last years trip come to my mind. We
stayed at a private home on 15th Street, in previous years we stayed in hotels on the north side
near my sister Joan's house. When we pulled up to
the house on 15th (off Main St), I noticed it was a
few houses down from the house I stayed in when I
was a little girl and my dad (Johnnie Parsons) was
still racing. I have fond memories of that street.
I remember waking up in the mornings to the sound
of race cars going around the track. We would play
with our toy cars, racing them down the driveway.
At the end of the alley behind the Aust house,
where we stayed when I
was little, there was a
garage that was used to
work on the race cars. Us
kids would go in there
and watch the mechanics
working. On the corner
was the drug store we
would go to for candies
and sodas and across
the street from the drug store was the USAC office,
we hung around there too! On race day we would
park cars on the lawn.

Dick Mittman holds up two of the annual awards to
be presented at this year’s breakfast.
The "Jigger" Award” and the Angelo
Angelopolous Sportsmanship Award
(be sure to give Dick Mittman your Nominee's for
these awards - irlcart@aol.com ).
The Contest Media Awards will also be presented.
Contest Media Award information is available at the
www.aarwba.org website. Click on Contest on front
page for more details.

Last year when we returned to the house on 15th
after a day at the track, Bonnie, the lady that owns
the house, mentioned to us that there was a man in
front of the house earlier in the day taking pictures
of the house. She went out to talk to him and ask
him what he was doing. He told her that her house
was where Bill Vukovich Sr. would stay when he
was in town during May.
It all seemed to me that I have come full circle. All
these years later, who would have thought I would
end up on 15th Street...again!
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My Thoughts About
"Coming Full Circle"

President Obama Honors NASCAR Champion Tony Stewart

President Barack Obama honored 2011 NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series champion Tony Stewart in a ceremony at the White House on April 17. Accompanying Stewart to the impressive event were the
top-10 drivers in last year's Sprint Cup point standings.
Some 200 invited guests were in attendance, including NASCAR CEO and chairman Brian France,
NASCAR chairwoman and executive vice president
Lesa France Kennedy and NASCAR president
Mike Helton.
In his brief remarks, President Obama provided
serious remarks but spiced them with several
tongue-in-cheek comments. "This was Tony's
year," the president said. "He gave us one of the
most dramatic finishes we have ever seen after
barely making the Chase. In a must win at Miami,
he went all out and passed 118 cars, sometimes
three wide. As Tony said, 'He thought he had
passed half the state of Florida.'
"In the end, he held on to take the checkered flag
and to take the championship. We have all heard
about athletes who were going to do whatever it
takes to win it all, but back in August with the season winding down Tony predicted he wouldn't (win
it). A. J. Foyt, Tony's hero, put it best when he
said, 'The reason Tony won is because he drove
the best race of his life.'"
On the lighter said, the president noted, "I was
hoping Tony would give me some tips for dealing
with the media because he has the quiet and reserved personality, and I figured I could stay out of
trouble if Tony would give me some advice."
President Obama also recognized Carl Edwards, a
member of the president's Fitness Council, for his
driving efforts in the 2011 season and for his work
with the council. "He's an outstanding representative of NASCAR and has a lot of class," the president said.
The president saluted NASCAR for its efforts in
supporting the military. "Michelle (Obama) had a
chance to see that first hand at the Homestead
race last year," he commented. "You look out for
military families, the Gold Star families and you
make regular visits to Walter Reed Hospital to raise
spirits there. For you guys to give that much back
to folks who have given so much to keep us safe, I
want to thank all of you."

Said Stewart after the ceremony concluded, "At the
White House, it is always an honor when our sport gets
honored. It is a huge, huge honor and is always fun to
get a tour of the different rooms of our White House and
to get a refresher of our history, the different presidents
and what is so significant about the various rooms."
"I have done it (honored at White House) twice before as
a champion, but it is still an honor. This is the first time
with the other drivers, too, and it is neat. Also, it was fun
to go through the tour as a group, as we don't have the
opportunity to be together that much. It was a pretty neat
deal for all of us."
The South Lawn ceremony didn't last long but it is one
that will long be remembered.

Tony Stewart proud to receive the
Jerry Titus Memorial Award
By Joe Jennings
NASCAR Sprint Cup champion Tony Stewart wasn't able
to attend the AARWBA banquet in January but he let it
be known how gratified he was to receive the award. "I
have had my run-ins with the media but any time you get
an award like the Titus award, it is something you cherish," he said recently. "AARWBA is a group of peers that
knows a lot about the sport, and they have been around
for a long time. When they nominate you for an award or
elect you to the All-American team, you know you have
done a good job and have earned it. These awards are
to be cherished, as they are hard to win."
Stewart said his AARWBA awards occupy a prominent
place in his home. "These are trophies you can see from
across the room, and you know what they are about," he
said.
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Text and Photo by Joe Jennings

Driven the Toyota Long Beach Grand Prix Track Lately?
By Paul T. Glessner

The folks from
Mothers Wax put
on a spectacular
car show in what
had
been
the
ALMS
Paddock
just hours earlier.
There were over
250 cars in attendance
including
representatives of
several noted Marques such as Porsche, Lotus, Corvette,
McLaren and Jerry's Vector Avtech.
Entrants in the
Mother’s 5th Annual Exotic Car Paddock received seats
to the race plus meals and a gift bag of Mother's car care
products.
Jim Michaelian, president and CEO of the Grand Prix
Association of Long Beach said, "The Mothers Exotic Car
Paddock is a 'must-see' for race fans coming to the Grand
Prix. It's perfect for a between-races break, and we're
happy Mothers Polish is making it a part of their ongoing
Grand Prix involvement."
We had just arrived in the paddock and our engine hadn't
even started to cool down when we were told that the
Vector was one of 56 cars chosen to drive a parade lap
around the track. I was invited to be a 'side seat driver.'
The parade lap was controlled by a representative from
Mother’s Wax, a man named Jonathan, and he did a great
job in getting everyone on the track at exactly 12:05 pm
and off again 15 minutes later.
I have had the good fortune to ride along with the Vector
on previous occasions. I was in a Secret Service 'armed'
motorcade with the King of Sweden's entourage with the
king in the Vector. It was also cool when we took the car
up to170mph on the main runway at the Point Mugu Air
show, with the base commander in the car. That was in
front of tens of thousands of people! I have to say that
driving along the 'very' famous LBGP circuit ranked right
up there.

As Jerry drove us around the track,
I was taking pictures one after another, after another, after another.
Heck, how many times do get to do
this? I knew I couldn't ask for a 'do
over.'
The experience was so exhilarating
- especially when we got onto the
track - because there was a good
eighth of a mile opening up in front
of us. It didn't take long for me to
notice two things: my sternum was
starting to hurt as it was being
pressed against my spine, and I
could hear the sweet sound of American horsepower coming
from behind us.
We rounded the fountain and looked up at the folks looking down
from the eateries on the inside of the turn. We raced around the
sweeping turn 4 and then I was amazed how 'off camber' turn 5
was. As we took turn 6 the Hyatt comes into view and then the
Convention Center. It was great seeing all the people whose
attention we captured.
We crested the slight rise going north on Pine Avenue towards
turn 8 and I know that many outside of the track up Pine Avenue
and along the Convention Center's promenade were getting a
kick out of the high-end car show parade. We then slowed going
in to turn 9 to re-enter the paddock area
and wend our way
back through the
same sea of car
gawkers. I swear it
was less than the ten
minutes allotted but
it was worth every
second.
As I was taking picture after picture a
funny thought came
to mind. We have all
seen the track from the stands or from ground level only to have
the all encompassing cyclone fencing mar one's pictures of the
race cars. Well, it is no different from the track and the fence still
mars the pictures of the folks in the stands on the front straight!
The whole experience was a hoot! Enjoy the photos!

That day in Long Beach Jerry and I were told many
stories like, "I had a poster of this when I was a kid"
and where they were standing or walking when they
saw their first Vector, America's first supercar for the
street. Jerry even met some of his past workers who
participated in the production build of the car back in
1990.
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After covering the Toyota Long Beach Grand Prix for three
days, and having experienced all of the media hoopla, I
looked forward to Sunday - race day. I was given the
opportunity to drive to the track, with a friend, Jerry Wiegert, in the 1992 Vector Aeromotive Avtech WX-3, a car
that looks timeless. We went to the "Mothers Exotic Car
Paddock". If the car had less than 750 hp and was not
twin turbo-charged and intercooled I would not have gotten in. Ha-ha.

American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association Inc.
922 North Pass Avenue, Burbank, CA 91505-2703
Phone: 818-842-7005
FAX: 818-842-7020
"Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage of Motor Sports"
The AARWBA is the oldest and largest professional organization of its kind. Founded in 1955 in
Indianapolis, it has grown to more than 400 members throughout the United States, Canada and Europe.
Each year the AARWBA members select a 14-driver All America Team from Open Wheel, Stock Car, Sports
Car, Drag Racing, Short Track, Touring Series and At Large championship categories. An annual banquet is
held to honor these drivers each January. AARWBA also sponsors several contests for its members and
established the “Legends in Racing” auto racing hall of fame.
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Active Media Member
Applicants for active media membership status must submit the following materials to the membership committee for consideration.
Materials must be submitted with your check.
A fully executed membership application. (This information will appear in the membership directory
unless you specify otherwise. Attach a note to this application if necessary.)
Your
Two 1" x 1.5" head shot pictures for use in the directory and for an I.D. badge.
Tear sheets or samples of work as follows:
Photo
Two published articles on the subject of auto racing in a publication of general
Should
circulation within the past year.
Photographs on auto racing appearing in two publications of general circulation or two
Be This
separate times in one publication, within the past year.
Size
One video or audio tape of any race broadcast where spectators attended and exhibited
the applicant's work within the past year.
One book on the subject of auto racing within the past year or three books on the
subject of auto racing, or one book contracted from any trade publisher for a book on auto racing
Affiliate Member
Open to public relations, team representatives, motorsports advertising personnel. Full voting rights and privileges except to hold office.
Associate/Corporate Membership
Open to any person, regardless of affiliation or professional orientation, who is interested in furthering the aims of the American Auto
Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association and/or motorsports in general. Corporate membership is Limited to three (3) non-voting
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