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By Patrick Reynolds for www.speedwayreport.com

Did I just hear that? Really? Me? An AARWBA member?
The year was 2010. The place was the media center of
the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. The voice belonged to
Norma "Dusty" Brandel, president of the American Auto
Racing Writers and Broadcasters Association.
In January of this year, Brandel was inducted into the NASCAR Hall of Fame as winner of the Squier-Hall Award
for media excellence. She joined previous winners Ken
Squier, Barney Hall, Chris Economaki, Tom Higgins,
Steve Byrnes, and Benny Phillips as members of the Hall.
Brandel was the first woman to receive a press credential
to report from inside of a professional NASCAR garage
area.
"I went to see the sportscar race at Glendale (CA), which
was only about 10 miles from my house," Brandel spoke
of her first auto racing reporting gig in 1955 for the Hollywood Citizen News. "It was by accident. I just went to the
race and I had a really good time."
"I got to see a lot of sportscar divers like Phil Hill… Dan
Gurney. I could go there because it was a sportscar race.
I didn't have any problems. I could keep my notes and it
(writing her story) was easy," said Brandel.
"On the west coast, I had no problem. I could go to the
sportscar races, the drag races with no problem… it was
only USAC at that time and NASCAR (that proved difficult
to cover with no credentials)."
"You figure out a way… pay attention… write your
notes… and do your story," said Brandel. "The biggest
challenge was getting in the pits and garage… to the drivers, both in USAC and NASCAR.

My first credentialed year for the Indy 500 was in 2010 where I
was introduced to Brandel and became closer to AARWBA.
Among the hundreds of journalists covering the 500 that year, I
recognized Kathy Seymour from a casual conversation the
year prior at what is now known as Lucas Oil Raceway.
Our present chat took place as Seymour sat next to Brandel in
the Indianapolis media center. I was about to be told of Brandel's presidency and Seymour's vice-presidency of AARWBA
and why they were not-coincidentally next to each other.
"Is he a member?" Brandel asked Seymour.
"Member of what?" I asked them both.
…and boom. Right there I stepped forward into an organization led by this duo along with a board of directors.

"In Indianapolis, my first year in '63… once in a while you
saw a boy scout go by with a teletype (with updated race
scoring and news). He went to the guys, not the girls…
GIRL," Brandel said. "They didn't make it easy (for her to
cover a race).

My relationship with Brandel developed over the years. We
began with standard membership emails and communication.
I attended my first AARWBA media awards ceremony during
Indy 500 weekend in 2011. This was also where I won my very
first award from the organization. Brandel paid attention to me
as I joined much of the AARWBA board members at their table
for morning breakfast.

"You guys (current racing reporters) don't have to worry
about the wives yelling over the fence 'You can't be in
there; you don't belong in there,'" Brandel said.

Feeling new, but not yet closely connected to these friendly
people, both Brandel and Seymour made me feel welcome
and not much like a new-bee.

She reported on NASCAR events while not being allowed
into speedway garages or press rooms. Her nickname
"Dusty" was adopted as a gender-neutral moniker to help
her cause.

Brandel was genuinely interested that I won some journalistic
awards. I felt her sincerity as she described how glad she was
that I was part of AARWBA, entered the contest, and earned
recognition for my efforts.

Brandel received the first NASCAR Grand National Series
press credential assigned to a female at Ontario (CA) Motor Speedway's Miller High Life 500 in 1972. NASCAR
Technical and Competition Director Bill Gazeway signed
and presented her credential earlier in the race week, prior to much of the media, fans, and competitors' arrivals.
That was a major chapter written in her pioneering story
which Gazeway looked to keep out of the spotlight in '72,
yet was celebrated 46 years later.

Phone calls between her home in California and my home in
North Carolina increased as months clicked by.
The following May she asked me to keep notes from AARWBA's membership meeting in Indianapolis, thus appointing me
to a role on the board as the association's secretary.
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"Get him an application!"

Brandel asked to me to
become more involved
with AARWBA in 2012
when the position of chairman for the All America
Team became vacant.
AARWBA honors the AAT
as drivers who are tops in American auto racing in various disciplines.
Much like my original AARWBA membership, my reaction was along the lines of "Did I just hear that? Really?
Me? All America Team Chairman?"
An early exposure to the Team's regard was watching
Dave Despain speak about the AAT as a 1980s episode
of Motorweek Illustrated on TBS aired from the ballroom
where the awards dinner and ceremony were taking
place. The exact location escapes my memory but the
formality and weight of what the Team represented did
not. Personally when Despain speaks reverently of a ceremony, that event carries some serious weight.

Brandel was never one for tight planning.
In 2017 she entrusted me with the chairman duties for the AARWBA Media Contest to handle all entries, categorization, rules
and guidelines, recruiting a judging team, and getting results
back to her. Only a mere six years previously, I was part of my
very first contest.
Looking back, Brandel has asked me to handle plenty for AARWBA, an association that I admired from afar for years. Now I
feel honored that she would trust me with so much for an historic group.
Whether she realized it or not, her experience in the racing
world is known and respected, even by a transplanted Yankee
like me.
She has done so much for many. In January 2018 came a chilly
evening in Charlotte, NC where Brandel was recognized in front
of a packed ballroom and a large television audience. Also inducted into the Hall were Ray Evernham, Robert Yates, Ron
Hornaday Jr., Red Byron, and Squier.
NBCSN's Krista Voda said to Brandel on stage during the celebratory dinner, "Thank you. We're (female journalists) able to
do the job that we love because of the work that you did, that I
know wasn't easy back then."
"It wasn't easy," said Brandel. "I'm overwhelmed… in near
tears."

Now, Brandel asked me to be the chairman for nominations, ballots, voting, tallying, and results. She made me
feel honored.

NASCAR journalists from Shannon Spake to Jamie Little to Lee
Spencer had mountains far less steep to climb in their careers
due to Brandel's tenacity.

Our annual Indianapolis May face-to-face meetings
through the years became punctuated with meals,
drinks, laughs, and good times. My favorite Brandel story
began like so many others, my ringing phone.

Charlotte mayor Vi Lyles made time to locate Brandel, come
up, and introduce herself. Being female, a woman of AfricanAmerican heritage, and holding an elected office, Lyles herself
knows a thing or two about breaking down barriers.

I was driving to the AARWBA media awards breakfast, at
the time held at the Brickyard Crossing golf course adjacent to the Speedway, circa 2012 or '13. Brandel's name
popped up on my cell's ID screen.

Through AARWBA, Brandel has taken the time to review my
writing and been a tutor. Through AARWBA, Brandel has taken
the time to guide me through running the organization and been
my mentor. Through AARWBA, we have even had a few email
tiffs- as good people sharing opinions and are truly and deeply
invested in an organization's future and improvement should
have.

"Hey there," I said.
"Hey, are you coming to the awards breakfast this morning?" Brandel said.
"Yes! I should be there in about ten minutes," I said.
"Great! (… A bit of a pause)… Would you mind being the
MC?" she asked.
I could feel the smile form on my face as a stifled a
chuckle.

Brandel is now enshrined in the NASCAR Hall of Fame. I have
witness racing giants become inducted. Richard Petty, Bobby
Allison, Ned Jarrett, Rex White, and Jack Ingram among others, are people who I have been privileged to have met, known,
and spent time with.
However, Dusty Brandel is the first one whom I can personally
state holds a closer title to me.

"Sure! I'd be happy to," I told her.
Friend.
I parked at the Brickyard Crossing and walked into the
pavilion. Brandel handed me a hand-written program outline. I looked it over for a few seconds, stepped up to the
podium for a mic check, and just like that… I added "Media Awards Breakfast Master of Ceremonies" to my AARWBA resume.

She earned her place in the NASCAR Hall of Fame alongside
Hall and Squier through a lifetime of hard work and sacrifice. I
can honestly state, without hyperbole, that my journalistic career in motorsports would not be as advanced as it is without
Brandel.
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During the summertime,
our next phone call took
place in my front yard as I
was looking for an excuse
to get out of trimming
hedges.

Dusty
Lenny Sammons Inducted to HOF

Now anyone can see her story told in the NASCAR Hall
of Fame.

Garden State Vintage Stock Car Club 27 Annual
Banquet, held on March 18th 2018. Photo shows
2018 Hall of Fame Inductee (Media)
Lenny Sammons

AARWBA is a respected and renowned group within auto
racing circles. They united journalists together to improve
the media's working conditions at speedways. The
healthy and comfortable conditions that we now enjoy
were due to the work of AARWBA and other news organizations. Through determination, the groups broke barriers
in order to advance and move forward.
It is appropriate that Dusty Brandel holds the office of
AARWBA president. She has been breaking barriers and
moving forward for decades.

Patrick Reynolds is a
former professional
NASCAR mechanic who
hosts Speedway Report
live on Facebook
Mondays 7:30 pm ET/
4:30 pm PT
and uploaded at
http://speedwayreport.com/ .

Follow on Twitter
@SpeedwayPat.

Pictured left to right: Danny Sammons,
Shane Sammons (Danny’s son)
Lenny Sammons (grandson),
Lenny, Davey Sammons,
Photo by Bill Yoder

Jan Shaffer Passes
Jan Shaffer, 70, of Avon, Indiana, passed
away Saturday, March 10th, 2018 at
Manor Care Nursing Home. Jan was
born November 2, 1947 in Danville, Illinois, the son of Max and Helen (Moyer)
Shaffer.
He is survived by his brother Hank (Betty)
of Hoopeston, Illinois; a niece, Kristi
(Jimmy) Phillips of Murfreesboro, TN; and
a nephew, John (Nicki) Shaffer of El
Paso, IL, and six great nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his Mother and Father.
Jan graduated from Danville, IL High School in 1965, and
Fort Hays (Kansas) University in 1970. He worked for the
Danville Commercial News, Pontiac Press, McMasters Marketing, Michigan International Speedway, and then set up his
own Sports Media Relations business, Shaffer Communications. Although he enjoyed working all auto races, air shows,
and the Iditarod Dog Sled race, his biggest love was for the
News Bureau of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the
Indy 500.
There will be a private family burial at a later date, and the
family has entrusted the Conkle Funeral Home to assist them
in honoring Jan's life.
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I'm glad that I met Seymour at LOR, which led me to
Brandel at Indianapolis, which led to her "Get him an application!" pronouncement. Being part of the American
Auto Racing Writers and Broadcasters Association has
been very beneficial for me. I am but one more person
that Brandel has helped and nurtured over the years.
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A reminder to all members of the importance of conducting ourselves as professionals

1. The racing reporter’s obligation to report fairly,
objectively and completely is to accurately inform
the interested race fan (paying public) of the activities before, during, and after a motor sports event
and responsibly support the sport, the promoter and
the competitors.
2. No responsible member of the media ever will
intentionally falsely report or distort. Although mistakes can and do occur, any member found to be
intentionally filing misleading, false or grossly biased reports will have his or her AARWBA membership suspended or revoked.
3. An AARWBA membership card is not and has no
reason to be Carte Blanche for accreditation at any
track. It simply identifies the bearer as a professional motor sports journalist.
4. Requests for special considerations (freebies,
extra credentials, special parking) are just that—requests. There is no obligation on the part of the promoter to grant them and rejection should not affect
the media members treatment of the promoter.8
5. The racing reporter should request credentials
well in advance of an event to be covered - at least
two weeks. More time should be allowed if this is
his/her first race at a track or if the event is among
the very biggest - i.e., lndianapolis. Also, if his/her
plans change and he/she is not going to cover a
race for which he/she has requested credentials,
he/she should give the promoter the courtesy of
canceling as soon as possible.

6. There is no AARWBA position for or against
“freebies,” gifts, etc. It is a matter between the journalist (and the employer) and the promoter.
7. Threats of a boycott by a journalist are no more
ethical than threats of denial of credentials by a promoter. Both are intolerable.

8. Food and drinks at an event are a courtesy, not an
obligation of the promoter.
9. Competitors at a major
event have an obligation to
their racing team, their sponsor and the paying public (the
race fan), to compete. To not
grant interviews or pose for
pictures is a violation of that
obligation. However, media
members and the paying public should recognize that the
individual competitor does
have a right to privacy. Media
members and the paying public should use discretion
when approaching competitors during times when the
track is open. NOTE: In many cases the publicly minded
competitor will approach you when when he or she feels
the time is right.
10. Do not ask for credentials that you don’t need. If you
don’t take pictures, don’t ask for photo credentials. If you
don’t write, don’t try to get in the press box.
11. Do not request credentials for friends under the
guise that they are to work as media members. It is unethical, a hardship to legitimate members of the media
and subjects your publication or station — not the race
track—to legal responsibilities in case of injury.
12. Accept the limitations of facilities. While it might be
ideal for each and every media member to be treated
the same it isn’t always possible and tracks must make
distinctions. Not everybody can be in the pits or press
box on race day at Indianapolis.
13. Press members have an obligation to maintain reasonable standards of professional and personal conduct. Promoters can and do have sound reasons for
placing some restrictions on the media. Members of the
media who consistently indicate an inability or unwillingness to meet reasonable standards of personal and professional conduct in dealing with track personnel,
competitors or other members of the media will have
their AARWBA membership suspended or revoked.
14. Be a professional at all times. Asking drivers, celebs,
etc., for an autograph while working as a media
representative, is not professional. And, some sanctioning bodies will pull credentials if they see you asking for
autographs. You are part of a professional organization so be a pro!
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The following points are meant primarily as guidelines to members of the racing media. However, they
also serve as a guide to promoters concerning the
AARWBA position on the points noted.

Your AARWBA Leadership Team

Vice President Kathy Seymour
Photographer, Racing Information
Service RIS-News.com
kathysey@hotmail.com
Norm DeWitt has written the second in the Making it
FASTER series, this one specifically on Indianapolis and
Grand Prix Cars. There are chapters on Bernie Ecclestone's Brabhams, Brabham (BT-12) and the Clones (re:
Brawner Hawk, and the Mongoose), Vanwall, Novi, Lotus,
BRM, Penske Racing, Eagle, Coyote, McLaren, Vel's Parnelli Jones, Ensign, Dale Coyne, Chaparral, Longhorn,
Frank Williams Ltd, Lola, and the 1983 Blat Eagle. The
chapters are filled with first hand stories from team owners, mechanics, engineers, and drivers. For example, the
Bernie's Brabhams chapter has the participation of Bernie
Ecclestone, team mechanics Charlie Whiting, and Ron
Pellatt, along with crew chief Herbie Blash, and driver
Hans Stuck.
Drivers from throughout the past 70 years figure throughout the book, from Bruce Kessler and Sir Stirling Moss,
on up through the likes of Sir Jackie Stewart, AJ Foyt,
Chris Amon, Jacky Ickx, Dan Gurney, John Surtees, Al
and Bobby Unser, Mario Andretti, Emerson Fittipaldi, and
Rick Mears, to name just a few.
There are also chapters on The Technology of Speed,
The Active Cars (late 80s through 1993), and Aerodynamics, with a number of current F1 engineers, mechanics, and legendary drivers explaining how the progress
was achieved.
Making it FASTER II - The Indianapolis and Grand Prix
Cars (with Foreword by Robin Miller) is available on-line
in Kindle or Paperback formats. Links are at
http://www.makingitfaster.com

Treasurer Rhonda Williams
Journalist - Williams Report
rhonda49@gmail.com
Midwest Vice President Bob Gates
National Speed Sport News
rgates1@msn.com

Southern Vice President Joe Jennings
Photo-journalist, RacingNation.com
jjennings500@hotmail.com

Eastern Vice President David Moulthrop
Photographer, iRacingNews.com
dave.moulthrop@gmail.com
Western Vice President Ray Sotero
Motorsports Columnist, Gannett
News Service
raysotero@yahoo.com
Secretary Patrick Reynolds
Writer, Speedway Report
reynol945@gmail.com
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President & Executive Director Norma "Dusty" Brandel
Women's Editor, Racing Information
Service -Photo-Journalist,
RIS-News.com
Dusty@aarwba.org

2018 Racing Schedules Compiled by Steve Mayer

Jan 7
Jan 14
Jan 21
Jan 28
Feb 4
Feb 11
Feb 18
Feb 25
Mar 4
Mar 11
Mar 18
Mar 25
Apr 1
Apr 8
Apr 15
Apr 22
Apr 29
May 6
May 13
May 20
May 27
June 3
June 10
June 17
June 24
July 1
July 8
July 15
July 22
July 29
Aug 5
Aug 12
Aug 19
Aug 26
Sep 2
Sep 9
Sep 16
Sep 23
Sep 30
Oct 7
Oct 14
Oct 21
Oct 28
Nov 4
Nov 11
Nov 18
Nov 25
Dec 2
Dec 19
Dec 16
Dec 25
Dec 30

VERIZON
INDYCAR

IMSA
WEATHERTECH
SPORTSCAR

NHRA
MELLO
YELLO

Daytona

Australia
Bahrain
China
Azerbaijan
Spain
Monaco
Canada
France
Austria
Great Britain
Germany
Hungary

Belgium
Italy
Singapore
Russia
Japan
United States
Mexico
Brazil

Daytona
Daytona
Atlanta
Las Vegas
Phoenix
Fontana
Martinsville

Pomona
Phoenix
St. Petersburg
Sebring *

Texas
Bristol
Richmond *
Talladega
Dover
Kansas *
Charlotte *
Charlotte
Pocono
Michigan

Phoenix*
Long Beach
Birmingham

Gainesville

Las Vegas
Long Beach *

Mid-Ohio

Houston
Charlotte
Atlanta

Indianapolis *
Topeka
Indianapolis
Detroit x2
Texas *

Sonoma
Chicago
Daytona *
Kentucky*
Loudon
Pocono
Watkins Glen
Michigan
Bristol *

Detroit *

Elkhart Lake
Iowa
Toronto

Watkins Glen
Mosport
Lime Rock*

Darlington
Indianapolis
Las Vegas
Richmond *
Charlotte
Dover
Talladega
Kansas
Martinsville
Texas
Phoenix
Homestead

Epping

Elkhart Lake

Denver
Sonoma
Seattle

VIR

Brainerd

Mid-Ohio

Pocono
St. Louis *
Portland

Chicago
Virginia
Bristol
Norwalk

Indianapolis +
Laguna Seca

Sonoma

Reading
St. Louis

Road Atlanta *

Dallas
Charlotte
Las Vegas
Pomona

Abu Dhabi

* Saturday Race

+ Monday Race
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FORMULA
ONE

MONSTER
ENERGY
NASCAR
CUP

American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association Inc.
922 North Pass Avenue, Burbank, CA 91505-2703
Phone: 818-842-7005
FAX: 818-842-7020
"Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage of Motor Sports"
The AARWBA is the oldest and largest professional organization of its kind. Founded in 1955 in
Indianapolis, it has grown to more than 400 members throughout the United States, Canada and Europe.
Each year the AARWBA members select a 14-driver All America Team from Open Wheel, Stock Car, Sports
Car, Drag Racing, Short Track, Touring Series and At Large championship categories. An annual banquet is
held to honor these drivers each January. AARWBA also sponsors several contests for its members and
established the “Legends in Racing” auto racing hall of fame.

A
AA
AR
RW
WB
BA
AM
MEEM
MB
BEER
RSSH
HIIP
PA
AP
PP
PLLIIC
CA
ATTIIO
ON
N
PROFESSIONAL INFORMATION
Name:

Date:

Company:
Title:
Business Address:
City:

State:

ZIP Code:

Phone:

E-mail:

FAX:

PERSONAL INFORMATION
Home address:
City:

State:

ZIP Code:

Phone:

E-Mail:

FAX:

Preferred Mailing Address:

HOME

OFFICE

(Please note that our newsletter, “ImPRESSions”, is sent via e-mail)

Preferred E-Mail Address For Newsletter:
MEMBERSHIP LEVEL
Media Professional ($45.00)
Signature of applicant:

Affiliate Member ($65.00)

Associate / Corporate ($300.00)
Date:

Active Media Member
Applicants for active media membership status must submit the following materials to the membership committee for consideration.
Materials must be submitted with your check.
ü A fully executed membership application. (This information will appear in the membership directory
unless you specify otherwise. Attach a note to this application if necessary.)
Your
ü Two 1" x 1.5" head shot pictures for use in the directory and for an I.D. badge.
ü Tear sheets or samples of work as follows:
Photo
§
Two published articles on the subject of auto racing in a publication of general
Should
circulation within the past year.
§
Photographs on auto racing appearing in two publications of general circulation or two
Be This
separate times in one publication, within the past year.
Size
§
One video or audio tape of any race broadcast where spectators attended and exhibited
the applicant's work within the past year.
§
One book on the subject of auto racing within the past year or three books on the
subject of auto racing, or one book contracted from any trade publisher for a book on auto racing
Affiliate Member
Open to public relations, team representatives, motorsports advertising personnel. Full voting rights and privileges except to hold office.
Associate/Corporate Membership
Open to any person, regardless of affiliation or professional orientation, who is interested in furthering the aims of the American Auto
Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association and/or motorsports in general. Corporate membership is Limited to three (3) non-voting
memberships for the $300 fee.

Mail completed application, photos, and your check to the address shown above.
The American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association 922 North Pass Avenue Burbank, CA 91505-2703 (818) 842-7005

