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60th Annual AARWBA Breakfast
Saturday, May 25th at 8 a.m.

Pavilion at the Brickyard Crossing Golf Club - presentations of:
Angelo Angelopolous Sportsmanship Award
"Jigger" Sirois Award, Bob Russo Founders Award, Jim Chapman Award
as well as AARWBA Media Contest Winners
Sponsors: Firestone and Honda

Please R.S.V.P. TO
Attendance Member, Debbie Atkerson, debbie3382pr@yahoo.com
Or to AARWBA National Vice President
Kathy Seymour, speedwaykathy@hotmail.com
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Friday, March 13,
turned out to be my
lucky day. Earlier I
had applied for one of
the coveted media
spots for a ride on Fat
Albert, the Blue Angels' C-130, this day,
but I'd not heard back.
I assumed that meant
no, so instead I went
on a shoot at San Diego's Balboa Park.
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At about 9:30 a.m. my cell phone rang. It was the Public
Affairs Officer from Naval Air Facility El Centro. I learned
that an email snafu had prevented me from receiving my
flight approval notification. He asked me if I could make it
to NAF El Centro in time for the mandatory briefings?
You betcha. I arrived
at the main gate of
the base - the winter
home of the Blue
Angels - with less
than a half-hour to
spare.
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I signed an air transportation
agreement and listened intently to
an initial briefing that included:
"This is not a commercial airline.
Do not wear your seatbelts loosely. They need to be tight because
you're going to go floating if you
don't. If you actually do go floating, you're probably going to
crack your head, so hopefully
that's good incentive for you guys
to keep your seatbelts super-tight.
That way you can enjoy the ride."

We learned that "you guys are actually going to be part
of history today. Captain Katie Higgins is going to be the
first female to be performing the demo, as far as practice, and tomorrow will be her first air show."
Then our left seat pilot, Captain Katie Higgins, introduced
her crew and gave them a "quick crew brief" that included her step-by-step, turn-by-turn, climbing, diving and
banking plan for our flight.
Next, in her passenger brief, Captain Higgins told us:
"You're going to feel some positive g's up to two. It's
about two times your body weight, so you'll feel heavy in
your seat, like you're getting sucked down. Then you'll
also feel the zero-g, which is kind of like you're in space.
You're going to feel weightless. You're going to come out
of your seat if your seatbelt isn't cinched down tight
enough, so make sure you get that thing cinched down."

"In addition to your
body floating away,
anything that you have
in your hands, anything that you have
around your neck, in
your pockets, that
aren't secured down
are also going to float
away. This is not con4
ducive to our aircraft
because when we put
the positive g's back on, everything's going to come crashing
down."
"So, if you don't mind, please keep everything securely on your
body: cameras, phones, anything like that, because if it does
crash and explode all over the back of this beautiful aircraft,
unfortunately you'll be staying here helping to pick up the pieces. That also goes for the contents of your stomach. If someone is going to be sick, if you can please put it in an airsick bag
because, again, if it goes everywhere, you're going to have to
stay and help us clean it up - if you don't mind. So: seatbelts,
don't barf unless it's in a bag and keep holding all your stuff."
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I asked Captain Higgins if I could hold my (heavy) camera to
take photos. She said "It would be kind of cool because you'll
see the guys who are in the back who aren't strapped down our safety observers, they'll be floating around and so it would
be a really cool kind of picture. I would say definitely have it
out."
As for whether or not she is nervous about her history-making
flight as the first female demo pilot, she replied: "No, I'm not.
We've gotten plenty of practice. My parents are in the crowd so
I'm really happy to be able to do it in front of them. Its a great
opportunity to be here."
We applauded her. "The whole flight takes about 8-½ minutes,
depending upon how fast I fly it."
From there we found our seats, belted ourselves in and were
each given an airsickness bag. Our flight was unlike anything
I'd ever experienced. In the high-g portions, it felt like a super
magnet was trying to pull my camera to the deck.
…continues on page 4
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NHRA, NASCAR, & WoO Work to Fill Seats
By Patrick Reynolds for www.motorweeklive.com

My perch was the top walkway of Charlotte's zMAX
Dragway aluminum grandstands during the NHRA FourWide Nationals. I stood for an excellent look at the Nitromethane Saturday qualifying runs. As high up as I
was, and with no protection from the wind, the chilly day
felt a bit colder.

I covered the World Finals from the Dirt Track last fall. I spend
the three-day event in the pit area off the backstretch with a
straight-on view of the large grandstands. If there were any
empty seats to be filled, they were not easily visible. The crowd
for every night was extremely healthy.
"I was telling a friend of mine they were taking out seats in
Charlotte" said Blaufuss, as our talk drifted across the street to
the paved speedway oval.
He recalled his friend asking, "How Many? Five thousand? Ten
thousand?"
Blaufuss said "I told him 'The entire turn two grandstands,' …
It's not like it was anymore."
He and I have witnessed the standing room only crowds of the
ZMAX Dragway and the Dirt Track at Charlotte, as well as the
dismantling of grandstands at Charlotte Motor Speedway.
To be fair, perception can appear to be reality.

My view was great. In front of me, the Top Fuel class
sent 40,000 horsepower all at once to the 1,000 feet
mark. Over my shoulder was the Dirt Track at Charlotte
Motor Speedway. Across the street from that was Charlotte Motor Speedway. How times seem to change for all
three facilities on Speedway Motorsports' property.
My friend and race fan Paul Blaufuss was alongside and
also bundled up watching the runs. We overlooked, what
was reported over the track's public address system as,
a sellout crowd for NHRA qualifying. There were some
empty seats, but with NHRA fans the headcount is difficult to judge since every ticket is also a pit pass. Many
fans take the opportunity to wander the pits and spend
time near the transporters of their favorite teams. The
grandstands are really never completely full all of the
time even if the seats are sold.
Driving into the track that morning certainly reflected the
larger audience. Traffic was as heavy as I have seen for
an NHRA event in Charlotte. The crowds for zMAX Dragway races are frequently healthy but traffic jamming volume from the drag strip up Bruton Smith Boulevard is
less common.
On my ride, I wished I had left my house earlier as I
watched several traffic lights blink through cycles without
me moving.
After meeting up with Blaufuss, our conversation turned
to all three tracks within our chilly view.
He recalled his experience of attending the World of Outlaws World Finals a few years ago. One of Blaufuss' vivid
memories was regretting not purchasing his tickets far
enough in advance. As a walk-up fan, his seat fell
squarely on row three.
"That's what happens when you buy tickets, last-minute,"
said Blaufuss.

Charlotte Motor Speedway's removal of their turn-two Diamond
Tower Grandstands is the loss of 41,000 seats. That reduces
the facility's capacity to 93,000, most of which will be filled for
May Raceweeks and the October Cup event. The seating count
of The Dirt Track is just over 14,000 and the Dragway around
30,000.

By the numbers, the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series still is the
most popular form of auto racing in the United States. However
the attendance and following have dropped from its peak in the
Mid-2000s. Outward appearances from Charlotte, show that
WoO and NHRA races are as popular as ever and holding
steady at the very least.
What does the future hold?
In the 1990s when we saw the boom and skyrocketing of professional NASCAR popularity, did any of us foresee a day
when the growth stopped? When the upward spiral would
cease? When all of those seats that were being added at all of
those tracks -and could not keep up with demand- would be
unused or even torn down like they were at Charlotte? When
seat reductions disguised as Named-Fancy-Renovation-Projects would occur at several NASCAR Sprint Cup tracks?
Me neither.
Where will NASCAR Sprint Cup racing be in five years? Ten?
So many changes to the sport over the past 12 years -by corporate suits and not racers- in an effort to attract new fans have
turned off the original base that gave NASCAR their boom.
I understand the need of corporate influence and dollars to further a sport. I don't understand corporate non-racers making
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A chilling wind cut through my sweatshirt and thermal
layers. The day yielded a clear blue, spring sky but unusually cold temperatures. Mother Nature's breeze added a little bite to the shiver. The high altitude did not help
me feel any less frigid.

NHRA, NASCAR, & WoO
A chilling wind cut through my sweatshirt and thermal layers.
The day yielded a clear blue, spring sky but unusually cold temperatures. Mother Nature's breeze added a little bite to the
shiver. The high altitude did not help me feel any less frigid.
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Surprisingly, the plane got quite hot and humid on our
short flight. Feeling weightless was wonderful. Fortunately I did not need my motion sickness bag, which will now
be a treasured souvenir. The memories will last a lifetime.
As always, please write to AutoMatters@gmail.com with
your comments and suggestions.

stood for an excellent look at the Nitromethane Saturday qualifying runs. As high up as I was, and with no protection from the
wind, the chilly day felt a bit colder.
My view was great. In front of me, the Top Fuel class sent
40,000 horsepower all at once to the 1,000 feet mark. Over my
shoulder was the Dirt Track at Charlotte Motor Speedway.
Across the street from that was Charlotte Motor Speedway.
How times seem to change for all three facilities on Speedway
Motorsports' property.
My friend and race fan Paul Blaufuss was alongside and also
bundled up watching the runs. We overlooked, what was reported over the track's public address system as, a sellout
crowd for NHRA qualifying. There were some empty seats, but
with NHRA fans the headcount is difficult to judge since every
ticket is also a pit pass. Many fans take the opportunity to wander the pits and spend time near the transporters of their favorite teams. The grandstands are really never completely full all
of the time even if the seats are sold.
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Driving into the track that morning certainly reflected the larger
audience. Traffic was as heavy as I have seen for an NHRA
event in Charlotte. The crowds for zMAX Dragway races are
frequently healthy but traffic jamming volume from the drag
strip up Bruton Smith Boulevard is less common.
On my ride, I wished I had left my house earlier as I watched
several traffic lights blink through cycles without me moving.
After meeting up with Blaufuss, our conversation turned to all
three tracks within our chilly view.
He recalled his experience of attending the World of Outlaws
World Finals a few years ago. One of Blaufuss' vivid memories
was regretting not purchasing his tickets far enough in advance. As a walk-up fan, his seat fell squarely on row three.
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"That's what happens when you buy tickets, last-minute," said
Blaufuss.

Photo Captions
1- Fat Albert
2- Fat Albert in a banked turn
3- All aboard for a tour
4 - Belted in & ready for takeoff
5- Jan inside the cockpit
6- Seated in a high g maneuver
7- Floating in zero-g
8- Crew & passenger brief by Captain Katie Higgins

I covered the World Finals from the Dirt Track last fall. I spend
the three-day event in the pit area off the backstretch with a
straight-on view of the large grandstands. If there were any
empty seats to be filled, they were not easily visible. The crowd
for every night was extremely healthy.
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My perch was the top walkway of Charlotte's zMAX Dragway
aluminum grandstands during the NHRA Four-Wide Nationals. I

Lime Rock Park Making Significant Improvements

From humble beginnings the grounds of Lime Rock Park
have seen many improvements over the last 57 years and
yet there was always a yearning, by fans and competitors
alike, to take this beautiful park-like setting and raise the
standards ever higher. With this coming race season, track
owner Skip Barber has determined the more recent changes
- such as the complete repaving of the entire circuit in 2008
and new viewing areas and circuit configuration options
were just the first steps in a journey to make Lime
Rock Park transition from "pre-historic to be perhaps the
most fan friendly road course in North America,"
Barber has budgeted $3.5 million towards making what
many will recognize as the most significant changes in the
park's history. The entire project is being called the "Lime
Rock Road to 60" meaning an end-date to this reconstruction effort of 2017, the 60th anniversary of the first racing
season held Here.

View from the inside spectator hillside showing the grading changes
and the lengthening of the A Paddock

In the official press release, it was noted that "some of those
projects will be complete in time for Lime Rock's season
opener - the Memorial Day Weekend Trans Am Series, and
Royals Sunday Car Show, May 22-24 - and many more in
time for the IMSA TUDOR United SportsCar weekend July
24-25."
"We're doing what we need to do - what we want to do - to
ensure the track's professional racing future," Barber says.
"Major sports car races have defined Lime Rock since the
day it opened, and I'm making sure that continues well into
the future."
We visited the track the weekend of May 2nd to see first
hand what some of the construction activity looked like and
we can report that the fans and the competitors will be very
pleased with the changes on tap.
My interview with Rick Roso, of LRP, can be found here: View from the East end of the A Paddock. The new area will allow for
tractor trailer rigs to park nose to nose, with a 10 foot pedestrian
http://ashcom.homestead.com/files/PDFFiles/TTE_145_LRP
walkway in between them.
Roadto60.pdf
An album of construction photos can be found here:
http://ashautophotos.smugmug.com/Cars/Lime-RocksRoad-to-60/49077442_TTCgB3

Both A and B (shown) Paddocks will be paved and have designated
travel areas marked off for cars and fans.

New retention pond inside of Big Bend. All new drainage
system being installed so no more wet paddock!
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Track Owner Skip Barber Implements “Road to 60” Project
Recent Photos by Andrew S. Hartwell / www.ashautophotos.com

IMSA Announces Plans Taking Shape
For New Prototype To Debut In 2017

Officials from the Automobile Club de l’Ouest
(ACO), the Federation Internationale de
l’Automobile (FIA) and the International Motor
Sports Association (IMSA) recently provided updates on a new, common Prototype format to be
used globally beginning in 2017.

IMSA and the ACO will use the same technical
regulations and share the same Prototype racecar constructors. However, while the FIA and ACO plan to utilize
a single engine supplier and only original bodywork provided by each chassis constructor, the 2017 TUDOR
Championship Prototype will feature the following key
differences:
● Multiple engine manufacturers will be eligible to
participate in the Prototype class
● Manufacturers will have the option to incorporate
limited styling cues into the bodywork

The new format will be used in the IMSA
sanctioned TUDOR United SportsCar Championship Prototype (P) class, which is the top class in
the series. It also will be used in the LM P2 class at
the 24 Hours of Le Mans, FIA WEC, the European
Le Mans Series (ELMS) and the Asian Le Mans
Series (Asian LMS).
A number of objectives for the new Prototype regulations have been established:
● A better car for a lower budget

● All TUDOR Championship Prototypes will be eligible to compete in the 24 Hours of Le Mans in
the same drivetrain configuration they use for the
full season in North America. However, the original, constructor-specific bodywork will be required.
● All LM P2 cars will be eligible for participation in
all TUDOR Championship events. An “Adjustment of Performance” process will be used by
IMSA and the ACO to ensure competitive balance.

● Fair and close competition
● A proper business model to build and run
cars in LM P2
● Protection from unfair competition or technology
● A universal class allowing teams to run LM
P2 cars in the Asian LMS, ELMS, FIA
WEC, the 24 Hours of Le Mans and the
TUDOR Championship, with some specific
exceptions required by IMSA
Officials from IMSA, FIA and the ACO are currently
working to finalize technical specifications and begin the selection process to identify and approve
chassis constructors for all series and events. The
selection process is expected to be completed by
midsummer.

“IMSA, the ACO and the FIA are diligently working toward the common goal of ensuring competitive Prototype
racing for teams and drivers worldwide,” said IMSA President Scott Atherton. “We all are in agreement that close
competition with sustainable budget and business parameters is the way forward for all involved. We also recognize that we must retain a platform to attract multiple
automotive manufacturers to participate in the top class
of the TUDOR Championship.”
Further details will be provided during the ACO Press
Conference prior to the 83rd 24 Hours of Le Mans in
June.
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New “Global” Prototype Format To Enable
International Crossover

Your AARWBA Leadership Team

My name is Josh Farmer and I am looking to continue my
career in motorsports journalism. I have spent the last 3
years as a motorsports media professional while pursuing a
journalism degree at the University of Arkansas.
My coverage has been focused on the Verizon IndyCar Series as well as the TUDOR United SportsCar Championship
and the FIA World Endurance Championship, but I am open
to other options.

Vice President Kathy Seymour
Photographer, Racing Information
Service RIS-News.com
kathysey@hotmail.com

I have experience writing for digital media as well as print.
For serious inquiries, please contact me at
joshfarmer4@gmail.com or 951-285-4476.

Treasurer Rhonda Williams
Journalist - Williams Report
rhonda49@gmail.com

Some Dusty Photos

Midwest Vice President Nick Dettmann
Sports writer, West Bend Daily News
stary_night1982@hotmail.com

Southern Vice President Joe Jennings
Photo-journalist, Midwest Racing News
jjennings500@hotmail.com

Chapman Award winner Judy Stropus and Dusty admire
one of Bobby Unser’s winning race cars.

Eastern Vice President John Bryant
Journalist - Nazareth-Racecam
jb@nazareth-race-cam.com
Western Vice President Ray Sotero
Motorsports Columnist, Gannett News
Service
raysotero@yahoo.com
Author Gordon Kirby, Al Unser, Sr., and Dusty at the
RRDC reception for Bobby Unser.

Secretary Patrick Reynolds
Writer, Motor Week Live
reynol945windstream.net
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President & Executive Director Norma "Dusty" Brandel
Women's Editor, Racing Information
Service -Photo-Journalist,
RIS-News.com
Dusty@aarwba.org

Looking For A New Journalist?
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American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association Inc.
922 North Pass Avenue, Burbank, CA 91505-2703
Phone: 818-842-7005
FAX: 818-842-7020
"Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage of Motor Sports"
The AARWBA is the oldest and largest professional organization of its kind. Founded in 1955 in
Indianapolis, it has grown to more than 400 members throughout the United States, Canada and Europe.
Each year the AARWBA members select a 14-driver All America Team from Open Wheel, Stock Car, Sports
Car, Drag Racing, Short Track, Touring Series and At Large championship categories. An annual banquet is
held to honor these drivers each January. AARWBA also sponsors several contests for its members and
established the “Legends in Racing” auto racing hall of fame.
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PROFESSIONAL INFORMATION
Name:

Date:

Company:
Title:
Business Address:
City:

State:

ZIP Code:

Phone:

E-mail:

FAX:

PERSONAL INFORMATION
Home address:
City:

State:

ZIP Code:

Phone:

E-Mail:

FAX:

Preferred Mailing Address:

HOME

OFFICE

(Please note that our newsletter, “ImPRESSions”, is sent via e-mail)

Preferred E-Mail Address For Newsletter:
MEMBERSHIP LEVEL
Media Professional ($45.00)
Signature of applicant:

Affiliate Member ($65.00)

Associate / Corporate ($300.00)
Date:

Active Media Member
Applicants for active media membership status must submit the following materials to the membership committee for consideration.
Materials must be submitted with your check.
ü A fully executed membership application. (This information will appear in the membership directory
unless you specify otherwise. Attach a note to this application if necessary.)
Your
ü Two 1" x 1.5" head shot pictures for use in the directory and for an I.D. badge.
ü Tear sheets or samples of work as follows:
Photo
§
Two published articles on the subject of auto racing in a publication of general
Should
circulation within the past year.
§
Photographs on auto racing appearing in two publications of general circulation or two
Be This
separate times in one publication, within the past year.
Size
§
One video or audio tape of any race broadcast where spectators attended and exhibited
the applicant's work within the past year.
§
One book on the subject of auto racing within the past year or three books on the
subject of auto racing, or one book contracted from any trade publisher for a book on auto racing
Affiliate Member
Open to public relations, team representatives, motorsports advertising personnel. Full voting rights and privileges except to hold office.
Associate/Corporate Membership
Open to any person, regardless of affiliation or professional orientation, who is interested in furthering the aims of the American Auto
Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association and/or motorsports in general. Corporate membership is Limited to three (3) non-voting
memberships for the $300 fee.

Mail completed application, photos, and your check to the address shown above.
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