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2015 AARWBA CONTEST WINNERS
NEWSPAPER NEWS WRITING
1. Bill Sessa, "Abreu Dominates Vermeil Classic,"
Napa Valley Register
2. Nicholas Dettmann, "DeAngelis Wins 1st Career Feature," Washington County Daily News
3. Scott Walsh, "Tragedy: Wilson in Coma After
Wreck," Scranton Times-Tribune
Honorable Mention: Michael Knight, "IndyCar to
Return to Phoenix," Arizona Republic

MAGAZINE COLUMN WRITING
1. Joyce Standridge, "I Was Just Thinking…," Speedway Illustrated
2. Burt Levy, "Dan's My Man," Vintage Motorsport
3. Nicholas Dettmann, "Paying Tribute," Full Throttle
Honorable Mention: Karl Fredrickson, "Blessed Are the
Backmarkers," Speedway Illustrated

NEWSPAPER FEATURE WRITING
1. Michael Knight, "Victory Lap - Jeff Gordon," Arizona Republic
2. Scott Walsh, "Gordon Prepares to Make
Final Start," Scranton Times-Tribune
3. Nicholas Dettmann, "Young Bennett Has
High Hopes," Washington County Daily
News
NEWSPAPER COLUMN WRITING
1. Scott Walsh, "Chase Chaos: Craziness at Pocono," Scranton Sunday Times
2. Nicholas Dettmann, "Apel Has Week to Remember," Washington County Daily News
3. No award
NEWSPAPER TECHNICAL WRITING
1. Scott Walsh, "FanVision Enhances Race Experience," Scranton Sunday Times
2. No award
3. No award
MAGAZINE EVENT REPORT
1. Burt Levy, "Hot Action, Huge Crowds, and Heroics," Vintage Motorsport
2. J. Michael Hemsley, "H Production," Sports Car
3. Bruce A. Bennett, "Showin' the Love," Speedway Illustrated
Honorable Mention: Karl Fredrickson, "Speedway
51," Speedway Illustrated
MAGAZINE FEATURE WRITING
1. Louise Ann Noeth, "The Inner Workings of Motorsports Sponsorship," Performance Racing Industry
2. Burt Levy, "Bad Rep, Bad Rap, or Just Plain
Badass?," Vintage Motorsport
3. Mike Adaskaveg, "Big Al's Legacy," Speedway
Illustrated
Honorable Mention: Joyce Standridge, "The Sheppards," Speedway Illustrated

MAGAZINE TECHNICAL WRITING
1. Louise Ann Noeth, "Rotors, Pads, and Calipers," Performance Racing Industry
2. Linda Mansfield, "Helmet World," Speed Sport
3. Karl Fredrickson, "Brake Debate," Speedway Illustrated
Honorable Mention: Mike Adaskaveg, "Safety for the
Big, Tall, and Small," Speedway Illustrated
ONLINE NEWS WRITING
1. Larry Mason, "Indy Lights, Round Three,"
Carsandcompetition.com
2. Nicholas Dettmann, "Menard Corrals a Victory,"
Nationalspeedsportnews.com
3. Patrick Reynolds, "Davenport Class of World 100,"
Motorweeklive.com
ONLINE FEATURE WRITING
1. Nicholas Dettmann, ""Goldesberry Takes Semmelmann Memorial," Nationalspeedsportnews.com
2. Kay Presto, "Ron Capps - Still Eager to Win World
Title," Carsandcompetition.com
3. Linda Mansfield, "Racing Crewman Recuperating,"
Restartcommunications.com
ONLINE COLUMN WRITING
1. Michael Knight, "Never Get A Second Chance…,"
Competitionplus.com
2. Paul Gohde, "Dreyer & Reinboldt," Racingnation.com
3. Nicholas Dettmann, "NASCAR Lacks Uniformity,"
Fullthrottlenow,com
Honorable Mention: Jan Wagner, "MATV 500,"
Delmartimes.net
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2015 AARWBA CONTEST WINNERS
RADIO FEATURE PROGRAM
1. Alex Wollf, "Indianapolis 500 Preview," WIMA Radio
2. Kay Presto, "Parnelli Jones Interview," NBC Sports
Radio
3. Larry Mason, "Long Beach Grand Prix," NBC Sports
Radio

ONLINE TECHNICAL WRITING
1. Kay Presto, "The Wheelie Bar,"
Carsandcompetition.com
2. Allan Brewer, "The Car Honda Built,"
Racingnation.com
3. Larry Mason, "Tires Withstand the Pressure,"
Carsandcompetition.com
WEB LOG ENTRY
1. Patrick Reynolds, "The Indy 500 Privilege,"
Motorweeklive.com
2. Scott Walsh, "Jeff Gordon to Retire," Thetimestribune.com
3. No award

PODCAST/WEBCAST
1. Dick Sisich, "Jeff Gordon's Road to Hall of Fame,"
Racesonoma.com
2. David Reininger, "Reno Air Races,"
Inthepitsmedia.com
3. No award

PROFESSIONAL RACING WEB SITE
1. Carsandcompetition.com, Kay Presto
2. No award
3. No award
PHOTOGRAPHY - PRINT ACTION
1. David Moulthrop, "The Numbers Game," Speed
Sport
2. Mike Adaskaveg, "The Spin on Tires," Speedway Illustrated
3. Dick Ayers, "Stafford Speedway Action," Area
Auto Racing News
Honorable Mention: Bruce A. Bennett, "Dueling
Indoors," Speedway Illustrated
PHOTOGRAPHY - PRINT PEOPLE
1. David Moulthrop, "Conquering Daytona,"
Speed Sport
2. J. A. Ackley, "Silent But Victorious," Speedway
Illustrated
3. Mike Adaskaveg, "Endless Summer," Speedway Illustrated
Honorable Mention: Louise Ann Noeth, "454 to 0
in Only 2 Miles," Gearheads for Life

(JUDGES)
Photography - Prof. Emeritus Susan Fleck, Pulliam
School of Journalism, Franklin (Ind.) College
Radio Feature, Podcast/Webcast - Prof. Joel Cramer,
Pulliam School of Journalism, Franklin (Ind.) College
Print, Online Media - Prof. Emeritus Jerry Miller, Pulliam
School of Journalism, Franklin (Ind.) College, and
AARWBA Contest Chairman

PHOTOGRAPHY - ONLINE ACTION
1.(tie) David Moulthrop, "Hot Seat,"
Nationalspeedsportnews.com
1.(tie) Dick Ayers, "Jarrett Andretti Flips,"
Raceproweekly.com
3. Kay Presto, "Speedy Pit Stop for Busch,"
Carsandcompetition.com

Motorsport Book -- Jerry Miller, David Stringer, sports
photojournalist
(All judging was essentially "blind," except in the Book,
Racing Website, Radio Feature Program, and
Podcast/Webcast categories. Judges had the option
to not make awards if they felt they were not warranted
in a particular category.)

PHOTOGRAPHY - ONLINE PEOPLE
1. Dick Ayers, "Greeting Her Dad,"
Raceproweekly.com
2. Jan Wagner, "I Did It!," Delmartimes.net
3. Michael C. Johnson, "Guns A'blazin',"
Motorsport.com
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AARWBA Indy Breakfast Off for 2016

Reserved seats for Indy 500 sold out

The anchor race of the Verizon IndyCar Series has been
experiencing a slow but steady growth in attendance
since 2011, said Indianapolis Motor Speedway president
Doug Boles. But capitalizing on the publicity of this being
the 100th running of the historic event, this is the first
time since the early 1990s that all of the nearly 250,000
grandstand seats were sold in advance.

Dusty Brandel reports that
circumstances beyond our control
forced us to cancel the breakfast
this year. She is working on having
the AARWBA Awards presented in
the Media center Saturday

"Every Indianapolis 500 is special, but the buzz surrounding the 100th running has been building for nearly a
year," Boles said from the steps of the Indiana Statehouse, where he was joined by Indiana Gov. Mike Pence
and Indianapolis Mayor Joe Hogsett.
"The ability to talk about the 100th, and to talk about the
yearlong project of improvements we're making to the
venue, has really gotten a lot of support from the community," he added. "We've gotten more community support
than I can recall in my 25 years in the sport."
Boles also confirmed that general admission tickets are
selling at a much faster rate than in recent years. He said
the increase over 2015 GA sales is "in excess of the capacity of Lucas Oil Stadium," the 70,000-seat venue that
is the home of the Indianapolis Colts.
He estimated that race-day attendance could approach
350,000.

Darius Rucker To Sing Anthem at 100th
Three-time GRAMMY Award winner and multi-platinum
recording artist Darius Rucker will perform the national
anthem before the 100th Running of the Indianapolis 500
presented by PennGrade Motor Oil.
Rucker will sing in the traditional spot on “500” Race Day
before the 33 drivers are called to their cars and the
singing of “Back Home Again in Indiana.”
Rucker first attained multi-platinum status in the music
industry as former lead singer and rhythm guitarist of
Grammy-award-winning Hootie & the Blowfish. Since
re-introducing himself to the world as a country artist, he
has released four consecutive albums to top the Billboard Country albums chart and earned a whole new
legion of fans.
"I’m honored to sing the national anthem at the Indianapolis 500 and to be invited to celebrate the milestone
of the 100th Running," said Rucker.

IMS does not release attendance figures, but it is believed that the 2.5-mile oval features around 230,000
permanent seats. Eighteen temporary suites outside
Turn 2 have been added for this year's race.
IMS and city officials said more than 33,000 hotel rooms
have been reserved for race week, at a premium estimated to be 20 percent above standard rates. Indianapolis
hotels sold out eight weeks earlier than in 2015, and hotels in a 60-mile radius of the city are filling up quickly.
"When people come to this city -- and they are in droves
for this great race -- they spend money that stays right
here in Indianapolis," Hogsett said. "I'm not just talking
about tax revenue. I'm talking about money that is spent
in our local businesses.
"That's a good thing, and for the people who are visiting
us, perhaps for the first time, I would suggest to you that
they will be back after seeing this great facility and this
great spectacle. They will be back to see what this city
has to offer."
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For the first time in at least 20 years, all reserved seats
for the Indianapolis 500 have sold out.

This year’s Guests of Honor were familiar names to
the racing community: Brian Redman, the inaugural Long Beach Grand Prix winner in 1975, Indy500 winner Danny Sullivan, and NHRA Top-Fuel
and Funny Car World Champion, Del Worsham.
Foundation Director Don Taylor served as Emcee,
engaging these three famous racers for over an
hour, inviting them to tell their colorful stories, to
the intense interest of the 80 registered attendees.
Redman’s illustrated description of his 1967 enormous crashes at Spa-Francorchamps and at the
Targa Florio, there followed by a life-threatening
fire, were scary reminders of how important it is to
surround oneself with adequate protection, an option that simply did not exist at the time.
While Sullivan escaped major injuries during most
of his career, he recommended to all to seek the
finest and most effective personal protective equipment money can buy, and thanked “Racing Goes
Safer” founder and Stand 21 President Yves Morizot for having kindly helped him with a loan when in
need in his younger racing days.
Del Worsham described how difficult it is to keep a
low-flying missile such as a Top-Fuel, 10,000 HP
monster going in a straight line up to 300+ MPH, in
under 4 seconds, and how a simple brush with the
outer wall easily turns into a major accident, as well
as the enormous risks of fire to which the top-level
drag racers are subjected.
Dr.Terry Trammell, MD, Safety Consultant at IndyCar, explained to the audience the importance of
wearing flame retardant, technologically advanced
underwear made of breathable fabric, as an integral part of fire protection, as well as reducing heat
stress. The latter, hampering the body's well-being
and leading to poor decision making, is often
caused by wearing cotton/nylon undergarments
under a racing suit, restricting perspiration evaporation. There is a special danger for women drivers
if they are wearing nylon brassieres with steel support rings, as nylon will melt over skin and the metal rings can quickly conduct heat, causing severe

burns. Most racers need to seriously consider the facts;
adequate underwear can increase “safe” time in a fire by
as much as 40%.
Dr. Stephen Olvey, MD, Associate Professor of Neurology, University Miami School of Medicine, not a stranger
to repairing the mangled bodies of badly injured Indy
cars drivers, made an important presentation of the recent discoveries regarding the relation between concussions and loss of memory, leading to dementia and
eventually Alzheimer’s disease. This is caused by a protein growing in the brain, forming plaques hampering its
proper function. Concussions are a major factor in sports
injuries, and while auto racing is somewhat less affected
than sports where physical impact is part of the game
(football, boxing...), it remains that many racing crashes
result in concussion for the drivers. As a result of this realization, post-incident testing of drivers for concussion is
becoming more common place in the sport. Dr. Olvey
also pointed out that concussions may not only be suffered from head contact with the roll-cage, etc., but also
by violent impacts in which the head does not touch anything.
Ed Becker, Executive Director of the Snell Foundation,
demonstrated the differences that racers should know in
certification procedures and levels of protection between
the Snell SA, M and FIA 8860 standards. Mr. Becker
showed how previously impacted helmets may look fine
from the outside, but their inner liner, often made of expanded polystyrene or other material not offering “memory”, can be damaged, making the helmet now truly
unsafe to wear.
Mike Hurst, SFI Technical Director, once again warned
of the more than ever serious problem of counterfeit, and
often dangerous safety items, mostly manufactured in
Asian countries and sometimes bearing false manufacturing and certification labels. If the prices are unusually
low, racers should beware and inquire about the authenticity of the products and instead, shop from a trusted
source. Counterfeit products also present a serious liabil-
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Thanks to the kind support of the Grand Prix Association of Long Beach and its President, Jim Michaelian, 2016 marks the fifth year for the Stand 21
Safety Foundation Seminar at the Long Beach
Convention Center, held during the Toyota Grand
Prix weekend On April 16th. Stand 21 President
Yves Morizot and Vice President Romain Morizot
welcomed all who had registered in advance to attend the Seminar.

Dr. Jacques Dallaire, President of Performance
Prime and Doctor in Exercise Physiology, demonstrated the need to focus to succeed, a state of
mind vital to win in motorsports. In his talk titled
"Distracted Driving", he demonstrated how absolute concentration on a single task will always be
superior to multi tasking, which may lead to loss of
concentration and failure.
Joe Powell, a racer as well as part of on-track
medical response crew, provided a dynamic presentation on-track readiness, keeping his audience
on its toes, showing the often ignored shortcomings of typical club racing with inadequate fire or
medical backup, and sometimes the unwillingness
of organizers to cooperate, to provide that protection to the racers. Racers should always inquire
about what emergency personnel and equipment
are available and where they are located on the
racing track, before driving a single lap. Quoting
"Nitro" Joe Powell: "The best offense is a good defense! Things to think about before you get into the
car on race day:
- Don't eat a big meal right before the race. (For the
same reasons you are told not to eat before surgery, this lessens the risk of asphyxiation due to a
blocked airway.)
- Be aware of your medications, blood thinners,
etc. Blood thinners will make it more difficult to stop
bleeding in the event of an injury.
- The better overall shape you are in, the better
your chances of surviving a bad crash. Fitness is
key. - Make sure that you and your team have a
copy of your written meds, allergies, insurance,
and emergency contacts! (This applies to crew
members as well. They should also have their information accessible).
At the Seminar's conclusion, Don Taylor had the
audience fill feedback sheets, and the analyzed
results are clear: the majority of attendees learne
new, vital information, and most have indicated that
this new knowledge will change certain aspects of
their racing preparation and behavior.
For all involved in the “Racing Goes Safer” Foundation, it means that this Seminar was a success!
Feedback from our audience was positive, with this
response as an example:

"I just wanted to say that I learned so much about personal safety in racing... The technical information, such
as the proof of fire retardant underwear giving double the
time of getting out of a fire without 2nd degree burns was
information that you wouldn't get at many places or magazines. The entire professional-grade information on
head concussion, and the protection that the Hans Devices gives a driver could be truly life-saving information
to anyone who attended the seminar, and again, would
be hard-to-obtain information anywhere else."
About Stand 21 Safety Foundation
Source: https://www.racinggoessafer.org/mission.html
As a motorsport safety source, the Stand 21 safety foundation, “Racing Goes Safer!” is a non-profit organization
with a primary purpose of promoting enhanced motor
racing safety. It aims to achieve this goal in collaboration
with medical and scientific bodies, as well as with major
racing series’ entities (FIA, SFI, NHRA, SCTA, SCCA,
SCORE…) in order to bring awareness of safety issues,
and offer solutions to the forefront of the motor racing
world.
By gathering and consolidating data and experiences
collected by sanctioning bodies, universities, and medical
research groups, the foundation is dedicated to sharing
this information by educating and listening to the motor
racing community worldwide.
This motorsport safety foundation is more than ever crucial, considering that in 1970 they were but a few thousand racing car drivers competing worldwide, while today
the community is closer to 1.5 million participants of
which a large majority are part-time amateurs, “gentlemen drivers”.
The Stand 21 Safety Foundation, Racing Goes Safer,
was established in 2011 from a donation made by Stand
21 SARL, Dijon, France.
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ity concern for track owners and organizers, as accidents involving injury or death and obviously
caused by failed counterfeit products, could endanger their livelihood in case of litigation by survivors.

The gal we are talking about was called the SUMAR
Special, arguably the most streamlined vehicle ever to
run in the world's largest single day sporting event, The
Indianapolis 500. Under her voluptuous skin of hand
hammered aluminum, she was a box stock Kurtis-Kraft
roadster of mid-1950's vintage, powered by the venerable 270 cubic inch Offenhauser.
Her legacy has been commemorated with the introduction of a precise quarter-scale limited edition sculpture
created by Carl Hungness.

Hungness's sculpture measures 44' in length and features precise reproductions of the Firestone tires, Halibrand wheels, exhaust manifold, gas cap, decals, etc. The vehicle is molded in
fiberglass with carbon-fiber reinforcements on a composite
honey-comb chassis.
The edition is limited to ten copies plus three artist proofs. Its
introduction price is $22,500.

Terre Haute, IN businessmen Chapman Root, whose
grandfather's company was responsible for the invention
of the wasp-waist Coca-Cola bottle, and banker Don
Smith commissioned famed race car builder Frank Kurtis
to build a fully streamlined body on one of his proven
roadsters in order to cheat the wind and hopefully win
the Indianapolis 500. The duo combined their wives
names Susan (Root) and Mary (Smith) to form the SUMAR name.

Hungness' name is known to race fans around the world as an
author and publisher of many popular racing books including
the Indianapolis 500 Yearbook his firm produced from 19731997. His previous sculptures have been well received and all
have sold out.
For further information contact: Carl Hungness, P.O. Box 225,
Madison, IN 47250 Phone: 812 273-2472, e mail
carlhungness@frontier.com

Indy driver Jimmy Daywalt and crew ultimately removed
the racer's fighter-jet inspired clear canopy along with its
flowing bodywork to qualify 19th in the ill-fated 1955 Indy
500 and finished a credible 9th. The 1955 event saw previous two-time consecutive winner Bill Vukovich crash to
his death.
Four years later the streamlined vehicle was taken to the
then new Daytona 500 track where stock car legend
"King of the Beach" Marshall Teague set an unofficial
course record of 171.821 record. Teague later lost his
life in the car while attempting to break the 180 mph barrier. Teague was the inspiration for Doc Hudson in the
successful film Cars. The original car was retired and in
2009 Don Smith commissioned Hammer Art in Indianapolis to build a full-size running copy of the vehicle.
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Her graceful curves made you smile, but she was a little
slow out there on the dance floor. However, when she
took her clothes off she kept up with the rest of the pack.
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American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association Inc.
922 North Pass Avenue, Burbank, CA 91505-2703
Phone: 818-842-7005
FAX: 818-842-7020
"Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage of Motor Sports"
The AARWBA is the oldest and largest professional organization of its kind. Founded in 1955 in
Indianapolis, it has grown to more than 400 members throughout the United States, Canada and Europe.
Each year the AARWBA members select a 14-driver All America Team from Open Wheel, Stock Car, Sports
Car, Drag Racing, Short Track, Touring Series and At Large championship categories. An annual banquet is
held to honor these drivers each January. AARWBA also sponsors several contests for its members and
established the “Legends in Racing” auto racing hall of fame.
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PROFESSIONAL INFORMATION
Name:

Date:

Company:
Title:
Business Address:
City:

State:

ZIP Code:

Phone:

E-mail:

FAX:

PERSONAL INFORMATION
Home address:
City:

State:

ZIP Code:

Phone:

E-Mail:

FAX:

Preferred Mailing Address:

HOME

OFFICE

(Please note that our newsletter, “ImPRESSions”, is sent via e-mail)

Preferred E-Mail Address For Newsletter:
MEMBERSHIP LEVEL
Media Professional ($45.00)
Signature of applicant:

Affiliate Member ($65.00)

Associate / Corporate ($300.00)
Date:

Active Media Member
Applicants for active media membership status must submit the following materials to the membership committee for consideration.
Materials must be submitted with your check.
ü A fully executed membership application. (This information will appear in the membership directory
unless you specify otherwise. Attach a note to this application if necessary.)
Your
ü Two 1" x 1.5" head shot pictures for use in the directory and for an I.D. badge.
ü Tear sheets or samples of work as follows:
Photo
§
Two published articles on the subject of auto racing in a publication of general
Should
circulation within the past year.
§
Photographs on auto racing appearing in two publications of general circulation or two
Be This
separate times in one publication, within the past year.
Size
§
One video or audio tape of any race broadcast where spectators attended and exhibited
the applicant's work within the past year.
§
One book on the subject of auto racing within the past year or three books on the
subject of auto racing, or one book contracted from any trade publisher for a book on auto racing
Affiliate Member
Open to public relations, team representatives, motorsports advertising personnel. Full voting rights and privileges except to hold office.
Associate/Corporate Membership
Open to any person, regardless of affiliation or professional orientation, who is interested in furthering the aims of the American Auto
Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association and/or motorsports in general. Corporate membership is Limited to three (3) non-voting
memberships for the $300 fee.

Mail completed application, photos, and your check to the address shown above.
The American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association 922 North Pass Avenue Burbank, CA 91505-2703 (818) 842-7005

