©

The Official Newsletter Of The American Auto Racing Writers and Broadcasters Association

Sept./Oct. 2014

Vol. 47 No. 8

2015 – 2016 Board of Directors
2015 – 2016 Board of Directors
Members who wish to run for the Board of Directors for
2015-2016 should send Past President Ross Olney
(ROhimself@aol.com) a note expressing your interest and
include a paragraph about your motorsports career.

Deadline is October 30, 2014
Ballots will be sent out for member voting in November.
Offices are:
President
Vice President
Area Vice Presidents
North
South
Midwest
West

American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
“Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage Of Motor Sports”

By Johnny McDonald, AARWBA Past President

It was an informal, non-reporting visit
in 1970 when we dropped into Bill
France Sr.’s Daytona Speedway office and we began talking about his
favorite subject: stock car racing.

A few years later, we were in his plane
flying above the Mint 400 off-road event.

The majordomo of NASCAR relaxed
in a chair and spun a few tales and
our conversation continued for some
time.

It was then that he got the idea of off-road
racing in stadiums.
“People have to get a closer look,” he said while zooming over
Parnelli Jones’ Bronco.

Finally, his secretary entered, telling him that he’ll miss
his flight (at the adjoining airfield) if he didn’t hurry.
Excusing himself, he darted out the door to catch his
flight to Chicago where he was to select furniture for the
press box.
From his early days, he always took care of details.
***
Tony Hulman will be remembered for salvaging the rundown, weed ravaged Indianapolis Motor Speedway from
Eddie Rickenbacker.
He was ready to make major
changes that would send the
speed plant into international
prominence.

***
He called himself Mr. 500 and for many
years he was just that at Indianapolis.
His attempt to refine the Novi may have
failed but Andy Granatelli would eventually
shake up the establishment with the introduction of a turbine powered race car.
And Parnelli Jones almost pulled it off in
1967, as the machine wheezed its last,
while leading with only four laps to go.
***
Les Richter had been a linebacker-field goal
kicker for the Los Angeles Rams but had a
love for auto racing.

We recall the time he ordered
Superintendent Clarence Cagle to have workers dynamite
the frozen ground near the
Gasoline Alley entrance for the foundation of a new
press facility.

The Rams owners. who also had a major
interest in Riverside International Raceway,
hired the player to run the track after he retired from football. It was a position he would
hold for many years before accepting a high
position with NASCAR.

Another detail man.
***

“Coach” was at home driving the pace car at those stock car,
Indy car and sports car events.
In the early 1960s, Wally
Parks took off in a pickup
truck on his Safari to visit
with some to the nation’s
civic leaders and law enforcement officers.

***
J.C. Agajanian owned the refuse collection
business in Los Angeles County but he is
remembered for his auto racing promotions
at the versatile Ascot Park half mile track in
Gardena, Calif., and as a car owner.

During the tour he would
explain the merits of a relatively new sport called drag racing. He advised that the
sport was sanctioned by his National Hot Rod Association and was well supervised.
It took a while to convince skeptics that this was a legitimate sport conducted by young inventive and competitive participants.

His No. 98 was a familiar car at Indianapolis. Parnelli Jones would provide owner Aggie his only victory circle visit in1963.
Wearing that familiar Stetson cowboy hat,
you couldn’t miss Aggie.
He befriended many rookie members of the press.
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***
We first met Mickey Thompson when he
was a Los Angeles Times pressman
moonlighting as a drag race promoter at
the Lions strip in Wilmington, Calif.

Pioneers, innovators, and others.

A Letter To Dusty
From long time member Deke Houlgate
newspaper man, author, PR, Riverside International
Raceway, Penzoil, etc.
Dusty:
This week I underwent an operation to finish up getting a skin
graft and thereby correcting the last bit of trouble with my peripheral artery disease. It has made me physically improved,
and I can now communicate with you without suffering as I
have been recently. The doctor who did the operation was a
Dr. Chang operating out of Escondido. The procedure took
place at the new hospital in town. If all goes well, I will be relatively healthy (as only an 84-year-old irascible old timer can
be). I have to visit Dr. Chang on Tuesday to find out if all has
gone well, as I was told. Will fill you in after the doctor's examination. This may be more information than you are prepared
to digest. If so, I apologize.

But a thriving, nationwide business forced him to put the helmet
and driver’s suit aside.
Yet, Roger Penske, later to be
known as the[captain], became
hugely successful as owner of the
winnings IndyCar stable, collecting 15 Indy 500s.
If anyone should claim the title of
Mr. 500, it’s the captain.

Now you can report what you want to in the newsletter or to
whomever you pass information on to.

***
A travel agency businessman had a
dream. Make Long Beach the Monte Carlo in the U.S.
He gathered a bunch of dreamers,
willing to take a chance by accepting race track stock shares.
It was a struggle in the early years
as Christopher Pook lined up the
best Formula One teams to negotiate a two mile course near the city’s waterfront. It might
be better described as a weekend happening where
fans traipsed the pits or visited a car and vendor show
in an adjoining auditorium
Pook departed, turning the reins over to Jim Michaelian.
He carried on successfully, changing the marquee to
highlight IndyCars.

Olga and I are currently looking forward to SC's season opening football game against Fresno State. I hope she will resume writing her account of experiences working for her dad,
the lovable Greek cafe owner in Brawley, Calif. She was doing a great job with that book, and it hasn't suffered any deterioration while she has been idle these several years. I have a
book based on the experiences of an old college buddy, Ken
Downs. and as soon as I can find where I have stored the
manuscript, I will get back to work on that story. You may remember Ken as the PR man who ran the Mobil Economy Run
in our working days leading up to our Indy adventures. During
that period I hired Ken to accompany me to Indy (for sanity's
sake, if nothing else). You can mention Ken, if you like. He
was well known to newsmen and women back in the day. Any
questions, so far?

Richard Fariello Photo,

Photos were gleaned from various sources

Event Reminders
The Santa Ana Drags reunion on October 4, 2014 at
Santiago Creek Park in Orange, California. The park
is located on Lawson Way, just east of Main Street,
on East Memory Lane. This reunion honors all those
who participated in the first professional drag races
ever held. Hosted by Leslie Long and Gene Mitchell,
this reunion is free to the public with free parking and
free refreshments served. It starts at 10 AM and
goes to 2 PM. Email me for more information.

We got lucky on the timing of this picture ... so it looks just like
it LOOKED!! After this pit stop Will Power took the race lead
... but Roger Penske {team owner} put his foot down and told
him to FINISH ... not WIN!! {he had all the points needed} It is
hard for a race driver to go 'slow', but he did, and he went on
to finish 9th which also allowed him to become
series Champion.
Speeds were high {about 230 mph for the fastest cars} but
slower than last year when the October race date temperatures were much lower; this year it was 104 -106 degrees at
times and the track temp was as high as 141 degrees.

The California Hot Rod Reunion on October 17-19,
2014 at Auto Club Famoso Raceway, just north of
Bakersfield, California, and presented by Automobile
Club of Southern California. For more information go
to www.museum.nhra.com/.
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Pioneers, innovators, and others.
***
He had a promising career, the way he handled a CanAm car at Riverside and Laguna Seca. One year he was
named driver of the year by the SCCA.

They came out to Irwindale Speedway to take in a
warm Saturday evening of action-packed racing
events on the storied half-mile racetrack located
just east of downtown Los Angeles. They cheered
as stock cars roared around the track, they chortled as drivers (in full size cars) played soccer with
a 450-pound steel "soccer ball", and cringed as
drivers in a compact car "Destruction Derby" battered each other's cars one by one until only one
(almost unrecognizable) machine was still standing

or dry, understood exactly what was happening, and they
all were having fun and doing good at the same time ... A
great combination anytime.
On the way back to their seats in the Irwindale grandstands, the ALS Challenge participants were each
loaned a clean, fluffy towel to dry off with courtesy of the
track's host hotel, Courtyard by Marriott, Monrovia.

But the real main event
of the night, by far evoking the loudest fan
cheers of the evening,
was for what many believe may well have been
the largest-ever number
of people ever to take the
ALS Ice Bucket Challenge at the same time.
Adding its own bit
uniqueness was the fact
that the 200+ who took
the challenge, did so
right on the starting line
of a top NASCAR race
track, and right in front of
the sold-out main grandstands filled with 6000+
wildly cheering racing
fans!
The incredible event happened on Saturday night
when the track's mascot "LugNut Junior" led some
two hundred plus excited fans right onto the racetrack during a break in the on track action.
The huge group had earlier signed up to take the
ALS challenge and it looked as though it was going
to take a very BIG "ice bucket" to be able to thoroughly douse the throng of excited volunteers.
Luckily the track had one (a big bucket) only they
knew it as the track's own 5,000-gallon water truck.
Bucket or water truck, the job of wetting the volunteers down was done with style (and plenty of cold
water!) as the behemoth cruised slowly down the
line deftly drenching the waiting/willing participants.
It was almost impossible to hear who was cheering
the loudest, the ALS Challengers down on the
racetrack, or the fans in the stands cheering them
on! Everyone in attendance at the Speedway, wet

The $1800 plus that was raised through the night's participants each making a donation to the ALS Association
was matched dollar for dollar by Irwindale Event Center's
President/CEO, Jim Cohan boosting the total contribution
to just over $3700. "This was just a great night for us;
needless to say we're very pleased and quite proud to be
a part of this incredible phenomena. Our Irwindale fans
really are the best, seeing over 200 of them on the track
paying to get soaked by our track's water truck for such a
worthy cause was something that I'll remember for a
long, long time."
"A huge thanks to Irwindale Event Center for supporting
us in this "Ice Bucket Challenge"! We raised almost
$4000 for the ALS Association Golden West Chapter."Richelle Koffman, Special Events Coordinator, ALS Association Golden West Chapter

Submitted by Doug Stokes
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Irwindale Speedway Site of Super-Sized ALS Ice Bucket Challenge
200+ Fans Get Wet ... ALS Gets $3700+

Dollie Ann Cole, age 84,
passed away on August
24, 2014. Mrs. Cole, widow of the late Edward N.
Cole, former President of
General Motors Corporation, was a respected businesswoman, serving in
leadership roles on numerous national and local
boards including on the
board of PBS, Project
HOPE (World Health Organization), The Smithsonian National Air & Space
Museum, the National Corvette Museum, HPSC, a national leasing and finance
company based in Boston, National Captioning Institute
for the Hearing Impaired, National Academy of Sciences
Presidents' Circle, and the 100 Club of Central Texas, a
charitable organization established to support the families of officers killed while serving the public.
Mrs. Cole was also a member of the Corvair Society and
was a Distinguished Woman of Northwood University.
Mrs. Cole's interests included historic preservation, attending auctions and she was a great supporter of projects in and for Texas, including the Settlement Home for
Children. Mrs. Cole also worked as a Senior Editor for
Curtis Publishing.
Outspoken, bright and attractive, Mrs. Cole set a high
profile standard for the auto executive wife when she arrived in Detroit in the early 1960's. Mrs. Cole commanded the same desk from her Ranch in Lockhart, Texas
that her late husband occupied on the legendary 14th
floor of the General Motors Building, buying it as a surprise for her husband when he retired.
Known as a "force of nature" Mrs. Cole worked tirelessly
for charities protecting children and animals.
Mrs. Cole is survived by her four children, William Jefferson McVey, III, Anne Cole Pierce, Esq., Robert Michael
Joseph Cole and Edward N. Cole, Jr. and by seven
grandchildren, Alexandra C. Pierce, 2Lt. Matthew C.
Pierce (currently serving in the United States Army), Dr.
Christina A. Cole, Adam H. Cole, Rita B. Cole, Edward
N. Cole, III, and Gunnar M. Cole.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be sent to the Michigan
Animal Adoption Network, P.O Box 566, Roseville, Michigan 48066, the Air Warrior Courage Foundation, P.O.
Box 877, Silver Spring, Maryland, 20918 or the National
Corvette Museum, 350 Corvette Drive, Bowling Green,
Kentucky 42101.
Dollie was a long-time member and 1991 All America
Team Banquet Chair.
Mrs. Cole will be greatly missed by her many friends and
her family.

INDYCAR recently announced it is returning to Brazil next season and will
sanction a Verizon IndyCar Series event
at Autódromo Internacional Nelson Piquet in the capital city of Brasília during
the 2015 season. Hulman & Company
CEO Mark Miles and Maruska Souza
Holanda, President of Terracap, a government-owned company that owns the
racetrack, made the joint announcement. The Brasília Indy will
be held on March 8, 2015.
"We're eager to continue INDYCAR's rich history of racing in
Brazil with today's announcement of a Verizon IndyCar Series
event in Brasília next season," Miles said. "This event is an instrumental step in the growth of INDYCAR as we continue to
execute our strategy of adding race markets and events that
drive us forward. We've received a tremendous amount of support from Governor Agnelo Queiroz, the Government of the
Federal District - GDF and the Bandeirantes Communications
Group throughout this entire process. INDYCAR fans throughout the world are unbelievably enthusiastic about our sport and
we're excited to showcase another thrilling event next season."
INDYCAR previously sanctioned a Verizon IndyCar Series
street race in São Paulo (2010-13) and CART raced in Rio de
Janeiro (1996-2000) on an oval circuit that was also named in
honor of Piquet.
"I look forward to having the race in Brasília; it will be a marvelous event not only for developing Brasília but for all of Brazil,"
Brasília Governor Agnelo Queiroz said while visiting the Indianapolis 500 in May. "The racetrack is located close to downtown and we expect more than 100,000 fans at the event. The
racetrack is a permanent facility and it was built in the center of
the city in 1973, and we were determined in our improvements
that the track should meet the safety and performance requirements for INDYCAR, F1 and MotoGP. We truly hope the event
will bring investments and economic development for the whole
Central region of Brazil."
"It's awesome news that we're going back to Brazil next year,"
said Tony Kanaan, the 2004 Verizon IndyCar Series champion
and 2013 Indianapolis 500 winner. "The fans there love INDYCAR and support the race and we also have Brazilian sponsors
involved in our sport, so racing in my home country is a no
brainer. I raced at the Brasília track a very long time ago, in the
beginning of the 90's, but I remember it being very cool. I can't
wait for INDYCAR to get back there in 2015."
"We are living in great times for Brazil," driver Helio Castroneves said. "The World Cup was there a few months ago. The
Olympics are coming to Rio de Janeiro in 2016. In between we
will see the return of the Verizon IndyCar Series beginning in
2015. Brazilians are very proud of their sports heritage, including motorsports. I know it will be a great event at a new venue
for us. I love racing in my native country and I hope to be the
winner next year."
Brasília joins NOLA Motorsports Park as the second new INDYCAR venue added to the calendar for next season. INDYCAR
officials are currently finalizing the entire 2015 Verizon IndyCar
Series schedule, which will be announced later this offseason.
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INDYCAR To Return To Brazil

Dollie Ann Cole

News & Notes

Your AARWBA Leadership Team

Vice President Kathy Seymour
Photographer, Racing Information
Service RIS-News.com
kathysey@hotmail.com

Al Wong, Gina and Robert Fariello enjoy a little
refreshment prior to the start of the MAV-TV 500
race at Auto Club Speedway.
Photo by Dusty Brandel.

Treasurer Rhonda Williams
Journalist - Williams Report
rhonda49@gmail.com

Betty Figler
Betty Figler, a life-long St. Louis resident and
spouse of veteran National Speed Sport News
photographer and AARWBA member Don Figler passed away on August 20.

Midwest Vice President Nick Dettmann
Sports writer, West Bend Daily News
stary_night1982@hotmail.com

Messages of condolence can be sent to Don at
5516 Fireleaf Dr., St. Louis, MO 63129.

Southern Vice President Joe Jennings
Photo-journalist, Midwest Racing News
jjennings500@hotmail.com

Vintage Racing - Bringing The
Past Up To Speed!

Eastern Vice President John Bryant
Journalist - Nazareth-Racecam
jb@nazareth-race-cam.com
Western Vice President Ray Sotero
Motorsports Columnist, Gannett News
Service
raysotero@yahoo.com
An original FORD GT40 takes the famous Oak
Tree turn (sans the Oak Tree) at Virginia
International Raceway during the SVRA
Heacock Gold Cup weekend held at the end of
September.

Secretary Patrick Reynolds
Writer, Motor Week Live
reynol945windstream.net
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President & Executive Director Norma "Dusty" Brandel
Women's Editor, Racing Information
Service -Photo-Journalist,
RIS-News.com
Dusty@aarwba.org

FORMULA
ONE
Jan 26
Feb 2
Feb 9
Feb 16
Feb 23
Mar 2
Mar 9
Mar 16
Mar 23
Mar 30
Apr 6
Apr 13
Apr 20
Apr 27
May 4
May 11
May 18
May 25
Jun 1
June 8
June
15
June
22
June
29
July 6
July 13
July 20
July 27
Aug 3
Aug 10
Aug 17
Aug 24
Aug 31
Sep 7
Sep 14
Sep 21
Sep 28
Oct 5
Oct 12
Oct 19
Oct 26
Nov 2
Nov 9
Nov 16
Nov 23

SPRINT
CUP

INDYCAR

TUDOR
UNITED
SPORTSCAR

NHRA
MELLO
YELLO

Daytona
Pomona

Australia
Malaysia
Bahrain

Daytona *
Daytona
Phoenix
Las Vegas
Bristol
Fontana
Martinsville
Texas
Darlington *

Phoenix

Sebring *
St. Petersburg
Long Beach

Gainesville
Las Vegas

Long Beach *

Charlotte

China

Spain
Monaco
Canada

Richmond *
Talladega
Kansas *
Charlotte *
Charlotte
Dover
Pocono

Birmingham

Houston
Laguna Seca

Indianapolis *
Indianapolis
Detroit x2
Texas *

Detroit *
Kansas City *

Atlanta
Topeka
Englishtown

Michigan

Bristol

Austria

Sonoma

Epping

Great Britain

Kentucky *
Daytona *
Loudon

Germany
Hungary

Belgium
Italy
Singapore
Japan
Russia

United States
Brazil
Abu Dhabi
* Saturday Race

Houston x2
Pocono
Iowa *
Toronto x2

Indianapolis
Pocono
The Glen
Michigan
Bristol *
Atlanta
Richmond *
Chicago
Loudon
Dover
Kansas
Charlotte *
Talladega
Martinsville
Texas
Phoenix
Homestead

The Glen

Chicago
Norwalk

Mosport
Indianapolis **

Mid-Ohio

Denver
Sonoma
Seattle

Elkhart Lake
Milwaukee
Sonoma
Fontana *

Brainerd
VIR
Indianapolis +

Austin *
Road Atlanta *

Charlotte
Dallas
St. Louis
Reading

Las Vegas
Pomona
** Friday Race

+ Monday Race
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2014 Racing Calendar - Created By Steve Mayer

American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association Inc.
922 North Pass Avenue, Burbank, CA 91505-2703
Phone: 818-842-7005
FAX: 818-842-7020
"Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage of Motor Sports"
The AARWBA is the oldest and largest professional organization of its kind. Founded in 1955 in
Indianapolis, it has grown to more than 400 members throughout the United States, Canada and Europe.
Each year the AARWBA members select a 14-driver All America Team from Open Wheel, Stock Car, Sports
Car, Drag Racing, Short Track, Touring Series and At Large championship categories. An annual banquet is
held to honor these drivers each January. AARWBA also sponsors several contests for its members and
established the “Legends in Racing” auto racing hall of fame.

A
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RW
WB
BA
AM
MEEM
MB
BEER
RSSH
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AP
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CA
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PROFESSIONAL INFORMATION
Name:

Date:

Company:
Title:
Business Address:
City:

State:

ZIP Code:

Phone:

E-mail:

FAX:

PERSONAL INFORMATION
Home address:
City:

State:

ZIP Code:

Phone:

E-Mail:

FAX:

Preferred Mailing Address:

HOME

OFFICE

(Please note that our newsletter, “ImPRESSions”, is sent via e-mail)

Preferred E-Mail Address For Newsletter:
MEMBERSHIP LEVEL
Media Professional ($45.00)
Signature of applicant:

Affiliate Member ($65.00)

Associate / Corporate ($300.00)
Date:

Active Media Member
Applicants for active media membership status must submit the following materials to the membership committee for consideration.
Materials must be submitted with your check.
ü A fully executed membership application. (This information will appear in the membership directory
unless you specify otherwise. Attach a note to this application if necessary.)
Your
ü Two 1" x 1.5" head shot pictures for use in the directory and for an I.D. badge.
ü Tear sheets or samples of work as follows:
Photo
§
Two published articles on the subject of auto racing in a publication of general
Should
circulation within the past year.
§
Photographs on auto racing appearing in two publications of general circulation or two
Be This
separate times in one publication, within the past year.
Size
§
One video or audio tape of any race broadcast where spectators attended and exhibited
the applicant's work within the past year.
§
One book on the subject of auto racing within the past year or three books on the
subject of auto racing, or one book contracted from any trade publisher for a book on auto racing
Affiliate Member
Open to public relations, team representatives, motorsports advertising personnel. Full voting rights and privileges except to hold office.
Associate/Corporate Membership
Open to any person, regardless of affiliation or professional orientation, who is interested in furthering the aims of the American Auto
Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association and/or motorsports in general. Corporate membership is Limited to three (3) non-voting
memberships for the $300 fee.

Mail completed application, photos, and your check to the address shown above.
The American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association 922 North Pass Avenue Burbank, CA 91505-2703 (818) 842-7005

