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Justin Wilson

A Statement from Indianapolis Motor Speedway President J. Douglas Boles
"We're saddened to have lost such an exceptional driver, friend and role model to many in the INDYCAR community. Justin was one of the most versatile and talented drivers of the last 15 years, as evidenced by his wins in
sports cars, Champ Car and INDYCAR. More important than his driving ability was his approachable personality,
his calm spirit, and the respect he earned throughout the racing community for the tremendous person, friend,
father and husband he was. Justin made innumerable friends and admirers throughout the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway and INDYCAR communities. All of us at IMS extend our prayers and deepest sympathy to the Wilson
family."
Wilson first competed at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway in the 2003 United States Grand Prix, finishing eighth
and scoring his lone Formula One championship point of his career. Beginning in 2008, Wilson had competed in
eight straight Indianapolis 500 races (2008 - 2015), finishing in the top 10 three times, with a best finish of fifth in
2013. Wilson also competed in the Verizon IndyCar Series Grand Prix of Indianapolis in 2014 and 2015. He is
just one of three drivers who has competed at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway in the United States Grand Prix,
the Indianapolis 500, and the Grand Prix of Indianapolis.

Statement from RRDC President Bobby Rahal
"We at the RRDC are saddened by the loss of one of our members, Justin Wilson. Justin was a talented race-car
driver in the prime of his career who was often described by some of his fellow members as a 'gentle soul.'
"Losing his life in an incident that was beyond his control is difficult to accept. His expert driving skills and keen
awareness of all that was going on around him could not save him. We mourn his passing and will honor his
memory as a championship-caliber driver who left us way too soon. Our sincerest compassion and thoughts go
out to his family and friends."
An account has been established on behalf of the Wilson family. Those wishing to provide support
are asked to send their consideration to the following address:

Wilson Children’s Fund c/o Forum Credit Union
PO Box 50738
Indianapolis, IN 46250-0738
Phone: (317) 558-6000
American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
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Dixon Shines at Sonoma
Going into the GoPro Grand Prix of
Sonoma, Scott Dixon sat third in
points, 47 behind leader Juan Pablo
Montoya, and was one of six drivers
with a mathematical shot of winning
the 2015 Verizon IndyCar Series
championship. When the checkered
flag dropped, Dixon not only won
the race at the picturesque Sonoma
Raceway but he took the championship crown for the fourth time.
Dixon and Montoya finished in a tie
with Dixon winning out owing to
three victories to two for Montoya,
who finished sixth. Had Montoya
finished one spot higher the outcome would have been in his favor.
"Obviously, we won it on a countback. It was tied for points and to
get it obviously winning three races,
you know," the newly crowned
champion said. "It's a partnership.
My teammates were phenomenal. They helped all year
and we won this together. I knew if we got to the lead the
Target team would help me keep and they just had some
phenomenal pit stops. We were getting fuel mileage so
easy, which was a key. You never know until the last
lap. That's what it came down to. You hope for it. We had
to do our best job and that's what we did today and luckily enough it worked out."
Dixon now has 38 IndyCar victories, which ranks him fifth
all-time and the Chip Ganassi Racing team registered its
100th IndyCar win and its 11th championship.
"This is the sweetest one (championship) ever," a beaming Chip Ganassi said. "We needed a lot of things to
happen today, and they all seemed to happen. My hat is
off to Roger (Penske) and Juan, as everyone knows the
depth of that organization and I have a lot of respect for
them. We knew we had a shot at it, and we gave it everything we had."
Addressing Dixon's career, Ganassi stated, "Scott is the
driver of our generation, and I think his stats speak for
themselves. There's no one else I would have driving
our cars; he's a quality driver and a person. Also, a father and a husband, and a quality guy you would want in
your organization."
Dixon led the most laps (34), including 33 of the final 34
laps. His big break came on the 61st lap when a lightning-fast pit stop propelled him into the lead.
Two victory lanes were set-up, one for the race winner
hand and the other, some 100 yards away, for the championship ceremonies. Each one had a bedlam of activity
with throngs of well-wishers. (Teammate Tony Kanaan
reached Dixon before he exited the car.)

Target bussed in 400 or so guests and they were at the championship stage cheering loudly for the Ganassi team. Goaded
on by the throng, first Ganassi and later Dixon dove into the
crowd for a body-surfing demonstration, to the delight of the
crowd.
OTHER - Throughout the weekend, there were tributes to Justin Wilson, starting when Marco Andretti drove Wilson's No. 25
Honda across the Golden Gate Bridge. 2,000 t-shirts for the
benefit of Wilson's children sold out quickly on Friday and a
second printing sold briskly too.
During pre-race ceremonies, a tribute video played, sky-writing
pilots drew No. 25 above the track, "God Save the Queen," the
British national anthem was played, each car carried a commemorative decal and during the pace laps, the LED positioning lights on all cars displayed the No.25.
Accepting the invitation from Stefan Wilson, Oriol Servia drove
Wilson's No. 25 in the race. He finished 12th after starting
19th.
Said Servia, "Everyone was just pulling together and hoping to
make him proud. We gave it (our) all, and I hope he had fun
watching us. He left a huge void for everyone that ever met
him, and I hope it serves to inspire us to be a little closer to the
way he was and all be better humans."
MEDIA TURNOUT - With the Verizon IndyCar Series championship on the line, the media turnout was sizable and led by
Diana Brennan and her skilled Media Center staff everyone's
needs were accommodated in a professional manner. Staff
couldn't have been more congenial.
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Submitted By Joe Jennings - Photo by Albert Wong

Oriol Servia in Justin Wilson's No.25.

Scott Dixon celebrates winning GoPro Grand Prix of Sonoma.

Dixon and team owner Chip Ganassi hoist
championship Astor Cup.

Justin Wilson commemorative decal affixed to each car.

Standing next to Astor Cup, Scott and Emma Dixon hold up four
fingers as reminders about four IndyCar championships.

Chip Ganassi hugs Dixon in victory lane.
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Photos By Joe Jennings

An IMSA Race Through NASCAR Eyes
By Patrick Reynolds for www.motorweeklive.com
How does someone raised on NASCAR stock cars fit
into IMSA sports car racing?
Quite nicely, if the oval tracker gives road racing a
chance.
Despite being located fairly close to my Charlotte area
home I made my first visit to VIRginia International Raceway to see IMSA's GT Le Mans and Daytona machines,
along with support classes, race in the Oak Tree Grand
Prix.
Upon entering the grounds, VIR immediately reminded
me of Lime Rock Park in my home state of Connecticut.
The grounds appear entirely green or black- pavement or
grass. Concrete or dirt is difficult to locate. Both are pretty tracks.
I remember my first time at a road race in May of 1987 at
Lime Rock. The late, great Al Holbert won the IMSA GTP
main event. I thought Holbert's driving performance was
outstanding. Although me coming from 11 years of seeing nothing but oval racing- mostly short tracks- I was
somewhat bewildered and had to develop my "sea legs"
to the different auto racing medium of a road course.
I was lost on that Memorial Day Monday holiday 28
years ago. I had to let go of what I expected to see and
accept what I was seeing. When I stopped comparing
road racing to ovals I allowed road courses to make
sense. A pavement track that wound through the countryside was just as cool as a fairgrounds dirt oval- if I let it
be. VIR brought my mind back to Lime Rock and
oval/road variances that are obvious to some, yet unknown to others.
A public address
system and current
scoreboard make
the ovals quite informative. There is a
definite information
disconnect when
either is lacking.

Road courses seem to offer them in spots but not as a
standard feature in all areas. However, if you are watching near a jumbotron with simulcast television coverage,
then you are in the best information stream. VIR had
some big screens with the FOX Sports 1 broadcast feed.
An unusual design to VIR is the lack of spectators viewing the start/finish line and pit road. Often one of the
most popular viewing areas of any kind of speedway,
VIR has no provisions for fans. The long frontstretch
leads into a sharp right-hand corner. On driver's right
there is pit lane and the flagstand. On driver's left there
is… a large, grassy field. No hillside, camping, nor
grandstands. It is an area that, to this observer, seems
like a great place for fans to view the action. Yet this sec-

Fans at VIR have designated parking areas that
are close to the hillsides
where they can watch
the racing. If they were
to walk towards the paddock where the team transporters are
parked, they are halted by… nobody.
There is a roadway and walking area that leads through a gate
to the paddock. Only specified vehicles are allowed in, as track
officials check parking passes. However foot traffic is free and
easy with no restrictions.
This is a far cry from oval racing even at the short track level.
Pit crews and fans are segregated. The VIR system for the IMSA weekend resembled an NHRA event where spectators can
stroll through the paddock at will.
Typical for road racing is multiple classes competing at once for
their particular championship. Multiple drivers in each car can
cause a stumble for a stock car fan. A typical oval- grassroots
or professional- races one class at a time with one driver. This
lends itself to a tighter fan to car-driver relationship.
Oval tracks have grandstand seats and in most cases a spectator can see the entire course. Not so for a road racing fan. Most
track designs work their way through a rolling landscape and
one can only watch a single section at a time.
However road race fans are not in that assigned grandstand
seat and are free to move around the track during an event to
watch the action. VIR has a few small bleacher-style stands but
most of their crowd is on grassy hillsides with picnic setups.
This is a particular Lime Rock quality which has no grandstands
but plenty of lawn area.
I took advantage to wander the spectator viewing areas during
Saturday's Continental Tire Sports Car race. Each viewpoint
gave me a renewed appreciation for driver skill as I moved from
braking zones to acceleration areas.
A good person to ask about this wander factor was Andy Lally,
2011 NASCAR Sprint Cup Rookie-of-the-Year and currently
driving a Porsche for Magnus Racing at VIR. Lally was competing in the GTD division with co-driver John Potter.
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tion is seen on television, but not to any fans
in attendance.

VIR continued

Lally said, "Take in the fact that right now, where you are
interviewing me (we spoke on the grid approximately one
hour before the green flag) we're on pit lane here, on the
Fan Walk. The fans can never get this up close and personal with the stock car stuff. Everybody can walk right
out on the grid, meet the drivers, touch the cars, get pictures of their kids next to the cars, and be just behind pit
lane and really just be much closer and much more part
of the action than they would normally be at, like a superspeedway."

Le Roi ‘Tex’ Smith Celebration
A Celebration of Live for Le Roi "Tex" Smith is scheduled at
the Wally Parks NHRA Motorsports Museum, on the grounds
of the Los Angeles Fairplex, in Pomona, California for October
3, 2015 from 3pm until 7pm.
For additional information contact Brian Brennan at
BBrennan@enthusiastnetwork.com. The museum is a half
hour drive from the Santa Ana Drags Reunion, so you can
make both events.

Santa Ana Drags Reunion October 3rd
The Santa Ana Drags Reunion will be held on Saturday, 3 October 2015, at Santiago Creek Park, from 10AM to 2PM.
For more information contact Richard Parks at
Rnparks1@juno.com.
There is no charge for attending and light refreshments will be
provided. Bring copies of your photos and memorabilia of the
old dragstrip to show.

Lally and Potter eventually finished 17th after retiring
from the race due to mechanical trouble. Overall and
GTL winners were Nick Tandy and Patrick Pilet in a
Porsche. The GTD class was won by Townsend Bell and
Bill Sweedler driving a Ferrari.
Road racing, ovals on dirt or pavement, or drag racing
fall under the motorsports umbrella. They are all auto
racing but very different mediums. You know what you
are watching and there is no confusing any of them. If
you are used to one style with its intricacies, do not expect that when hopping over to see other types.
I spent many of my little boy years with stock cars on
ovals. I still spend a majority of my time around NASCAR. My recent visit to VIRginia International Raceway
reminded me of that teenage visit to Lime Rock Park and
how enjoyable road racing can be. If you try to stuff IMSA into a NASCAR template you will be disappointed. If
you let road racing stand on its own merit, well… just let
the good times roll.
Patrick Reynolds is a former professional NASCAR
mechanic who hosts Motor Week LIVE! Mondays
7pm ET/ 4pm PT on www.racersreunionradio.com

Tribute To The Can Am
An Evening With Pete Lyons and Friends
At The Wally Parks NHRA Motorsports Museum
Pomona, CA
http://www.tributetomotorsports.com/
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"There's a bunch of different
perspectives you can get at
VIR," said Lally. "Being one of
those fans also, myself in the
past, making sure you get to
all of those (viewing) areas. It
is real easy to kind of set your
tent up, put your chairs down,
and sit in one sport all day
and let the day fly by and
drink beers with your buddies.
There's so much to see and
so many different viewpoints
and so many different ways to
get around this huge facility. I
would just encourage people that are coming for the first
time to make sure they get a few different vantage
points."

Your AARWBA Leadership Team

Vice President Kathy Seymour
Photographer, Racing Information
Service RIS-News.com
kathysey@hotmail.com
Treasurer Rhonda Williams
Journalist - Williams Report
rhonda49@gmail.com

Dr. Kenneth J. Plotkin
Dr. Kenneth J. Plotkin died on Friday, July 17,
2015, after a four-year battle with non-Hodgkin's
lymphoma. He was 70 years old. Born and raised
in New York City, Ken grew up in a loving home
with his two parents, Moe and Sm a historic aircraft flyover. Ken jubilantly described this airplane
ride as the best one he'd ever had.
Ken loved cars as well as planes, and was an avid fan of motor racing. Never one to underachieve,
Ken went from watching car races to becoming an
award-winning editor, reporter, and photographer
for Motorsport.com. Ken was a long time member
of the American Auto Racing Writers and Broadcasters Association. Ken's success in this area
was no surprise to his family and friends, as they
all knew that Ken couldn't help but excel in everything that he did.
Ken will always be remembered as a beloved
husband, father, grandfather, brother, colleague,
and friend. He is survived by his wife Barbara
Plotkin; his daughter Sarah Paul; his granddaughters Sophia and Charlotte Paul; and his brothers
Henry and Charles Plotkin.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the
Lymphoma Research Foundation, at
https://community.lymphoma.org,
in memory of Dr. Kenneth J. Plotkin.
http://www.wallingfordfh.com/memsol.cgi?user_id
=1628303

Midwest Vice President Nick Dettmann
Sports writer, West Bend Daily News
stary_night1982@hotmail.com

Southern Vice President Joe Jennings
Photo-journalist, Midwest Racing News
jjennings500@hotmail.com

Eastern Vice President John Bryant
Journalist - Nazareth-Racecam
jb@nazareth-race-cam.com
Western Vice President Ray Sotero
Motorsports Columnist, Gannett News
Service
raysotero@yahoo.com
Secretary Patrick Reynolds
Writer, Motor Week Live
reynol945windstream.net
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President & Executive Director Norma "Dusty" Brandel
Women's Editor, Racing Information
Service -Photo-Journalist,
RIS-News.com
Dusty@aarwba.org
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922 North Pass Avenue, Burbank, CA 91505-2703
Phone: 818-842-7005
FAX: 818-842-7020
"Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage of Motor Sports"
The AARWBA is the oldest and largest professional organization of its kind. Founded in 1955 in
Indianapolis, it has grown to more than 400 members throughout the United States, Canada and Europe.
Each year the AARWBA members select a 14-driver All America Team from Open Wheel, Stock Car, Sports
Car, Drag Racing, Short Track, Touring Series and At Large championship categories. An annual banquet is
held to honor these drivers each January. AARWBA also sponsors several contests for its members and
established the “Legends in Racing” auto racing hall of fame.
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(Please note that our newsletter, “ImPRESSions”, is sent via e-mail)

Preferred E-Mail Address For Newsletter:
MEMBERSHIP LEVEL
Media Professional ($45.00)
Signature of applicant:

Affiliate Member ($65.00)

Associate / Corporate ($300.00)
Date:

Active Media Member
Applicants for active media membership status must submit the following materials to the membership committee for consideration.
Materials must be submitted with your check.
ü A fully executed membership application. (This information will appear in the membership directory
unless you specify otherwise. Attach a note to this application if necessary.)
Your
ü Two 1" x 1.5" head shot pictures for use in the directory and for an I.D. badge.
ü Tear sheets or samples of work as follows:
Photo
§
Two published articles on the subject of auto racing in a publication of general
Should
circulation within the past year.
§
Photographs on auto racing appearing in two publications of general circulation or two
Be This
separate times in one publication, within the past year.
Size
§
One video or audio tape of any race broadcast where spectators attended and exhibited
the applicant's work within the past year.
§
One book on the subject of auto racing within the past year or three books on the
subject of auto racing, or one book contracted from any trade publisher for a book on auto racing
Affiliate Member
Open to public relations, team representatives, motorsports advertising personnel. Full voting rights and privileges except to hold office.
Associate/Corporate Membership
Open to any person, regardless of affiliation or professional orientation, who is interested in furthering the aims of the American Auto
Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association and/or motorsports in general. Corporate membership is Limited to three (3) non-voting
memberships for the $300 fee.

Mail completed application, photos, and your check to the address shown above.
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