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Alexander Rossi Takes The Borg-Warner On The Road
When reigning Indianapolis 500 champion Alexander Rossi learned his hometown here would honor
him for the rookie’s surprise Indy win last May,
Ross made an uncommon request:
He asked Indianapolis Motor Speedway Museum
officials if he could bring along the nearly 5-foot-5,
110-pound Borg-Warner Trophy to last September’s welcome-home procession through the Northern Sierra foothills town of 13,000.
The sterling silver trophy, easily the best-known
monument to winning in motorsports, is familiar to
racing fans worldwide for its sculpted, three-dimensional heads of the winners.
Rossi’s likeness, to be unveiled Dec. 7 at the IMS
Museum in Indianapolis, will be the 103rd winner to
grace the art deco statue since its debut in 1936.
Valued at more than $3.5 million, the commemorative icon normally travels with something akin to a
Secret Service-style security detail. This includes
wearing special gloves when handling the irreplaceable statue to protect its finish.
BorgWarner motorsports consultant Steve Shunck
said taking the Borg-Warner for a local celebratory
event is a benefit granted to all winners, but not
everyone asks. Last year’s Indy winner Juan Pablo
Montoya made no request.
But the week after Ryan Hunter-Reay won the Indy
500 in 2014, the eye-catching trophy joined him on
the Late Show with David Letterman, himself coowner of a Verizon IndyCar Series team with 1986
Indianapolis 500 winner Bobby Rahal. The BorgWarner also went to the show in 2013 with winner
Tony Kanaan.
Earlier this year it went to Capitol Hill, the New
York Stock Exchange and Chicago’s Wrigley Field
for promotional displays surrounding this year’s
100th running of the Indy 500. These were without
any winning drivers.
Indy winners and team owners receive an 18-inchtall sterling silver replica of the trophy, fondly called
the ‘Baby Borg.’ Racing legend Roger Penske has
16 of them as a team owner. But home for Daddy
Borg usually is at the IMS Museum inside the
Speedway infield.

For Rossi’s homecoming, a
special wood base was constructed to anchor the trophy
to the bed of a Honda Ridgeline. With the trophy secured
in the back of the pickup and
flanked by Rossi and two
Sonoma Raceway escorts,
the trio waved and gave out
free commemorative ballcaps
to about 2,000 cheering family members, friends and residents of his Nevada County
hometown.
Rossi, 24, a former Formula 1 driver who joined the series in February as a late addition to a combined Byran
Herta Autosport/Andretti Autosports entry, stood near the
trophy as he struggled to explain to friends and neighbors what it was like to win the biggest race in the world,
including how a fuel-saving strategy allowed him to coast
to victory.
“I haven’t put into words yet,” Rossi said when asked
how it felt for he and his team to win $2.4 million for his
first IndyCar victory. “I get asked that a lot and I’m still
working on it. It was just a huge thrill. I hope to have the
opportunity to win again, and not the way we did this
year” by saving fuel, he said.
A week after his parade, about 200 of Rossi’s friends and
family members joined him the IndyCar series finale at
the GoPro Grand Prix of Sonoma. No trophy this round
for Rossi: He again ran out of gas on the last turn and
was passed by teammate Hunter-Reay.
Rossi finished fourth, but he recently agreed to return to
Herta/Andretti in 2017 – and a chance to get a second
image of himself on the Borg-Warner.

Standing in a pickup bed with
the Borg-Warner Trophy,
Alexander Rossi gives away
commemorative caps during a
September parade in his
hometown of Nevada City.
Photos by Ray Sotero

Elaborate safety and security measures are taken
to ensure the trophy remains safe, Shunck said.
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By Ray Sotero, Western VP for AARWBA

Tony's active racing career spanned over five decades.
Like many road-racing pros, he started with the Sports
Car Club of America. He won at his very first outing in a
Volvo sedan at Marlboro Raceway in 1963. After being a
member of the Nissan IMSA Team in the mid-eighties,
Tony retired to raise a family. He remarked that he
couldn't be a good father while continually
gallivanting all over the world.
During a professional racing career that lasted longer
than many others, Adamowicz managed to wheel a
sports car at most of the world's top circuits including Le
Mans, Sebring and Daytona.
Tony was a natural right out of the box. Only three years
after starting as an amateur, he was invited to join the
famous Group 44 team. In 1966, he competed in the
Trans-Am Series, pushing a Dodge Dart to victory in the
12-Hour race at Marlboro Raceway with co-driver Bob
Tullius.
By 1968, Adamowicz had risen to the top when he won
the Under 2-Liter Trans Am Championship in a Porsche
911. In doing so, he won 6 out of 10 races entered and
placed 2nd in two others. Motor Age magazine named
him "Racing Driver of the Year."

Tony passed away on October 10, 2016 after a hard
fought battle with cancer. He
is survived by his son, Anthony Jr. (Nina) of Virginia,
and two sisters, Stephanie
(Bob) and Anne Marie (Peter), both New York residents, as well as his
long-time girlfriend, Charlene.
Tony requested a service on
the West Coast at his regular
place of worship in Costa
Mesa, California, and wanted
to be buried with his family in
his home town of Port Henry,
New York. Therefore, there will be two services:
Saturday, October 29 at 3:00 PM at
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
1015 Baker St., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 714-540-2214
and;
Saturday, November 5 at 11:00 AM at
St. Patrick's Church
12 St. Patrick Pl., Port Henry, New York 12974
518-546-7254.

The following year, Tony turned to open-wheel racing
and won the Continental Formula 5000 Series.
Also in 1969, he won the GT Class at the 24 Hours of
Daytona in a Porsche 911.
In 1970, Adamowicz hit the big time as a member of Luigi Chinetti's North American Racing Team. Driving a
312-P Ferrari for NART, he placed in the top ten at the
24 Hours of Daytona, the 12 Hours of Sebring and the 24
Hours of Le Mans. He also drove a McLaren in the Can
Am Series and qualified as a rookie at the Indy 500.
The seventies were busy for Tony. He continued to run
World Manufacturers' Championship events in a Ferrari.
In 1971, driving a NART Ferrari, he finished 2nd at Daytona and 3rd at Le Mans.
Tony, an excellent writer, became the AutoWeek cockpit
editor for the 5000 Series.
In 1980, Adamowicz joined the Nissan IMSA effort, driving for Don Devendorf and John Knepp’s Electramotive.
More recently Tony won the U.S. Formula Revival championship 4 times in 2009, 2011, 2012, and 2014 driving
the same Gurney Eagle he drove to the championship in
1969.

In 1970 Tony Adamowicz tried to qualify for the Indy
500. Tony had three good laps and was on the way to
a solid qualifying run when a yellow light flashed back
on momentarily ‘by mistake’. Tony was not able to
requalify, and he was presented the “Jigger” Award
by AARWBA.
The Jigger Award is a hard-luck award
presented annually by the American Auto
Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association at the Indianapolis 500 AARWBA breakfast. It is made up of a
gold-color metal whiskey jigger (used) mounted on a
base attached to a plaque. Each recipient’s name is
listed on the plaque with the year that the award was
presented.
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Tony Adamowicz was born on May 2, 1941 in Moriah,
New York to Polish immigrants. He began his career in
the U.S. Army working as a Communications Staffer at
the White House during the late 1950s and early1960s.
While in Washington, DC the opportunity presented itself
to begin racing at nearby Marlboro, Maryland.

Do You Remember Mickey Schaffer?
Of all the friends I’ve known inside AARWBA over forty
or so years, two always stand out. One because of
something good that happened to the club. On that day,
up in the now long gone press tower at Riverside International Raceway, Dusty Brandel was elected President
of AARWBA. We Board Member voters had no idea that
she would still be President this many years later.

Mickey had finally given up hiding at the Indy airport when he
came to pick me up every year, and that brings up his absolute
reliability. I could be stuck at the airport having no idea where to
go if Mickey didn’t pick me up. So, for several years, he would
hide as I was getting off the airplane. He finally gave that up
because he knew that I knew that he would be there, absolutely. And he always was, for dozens of years, absolutely.

But hey, why not? Yeah, she’s a girl, oh yes, and that
was actually a big concern way back then before Hillary
as we on the Board discussed the matter of the possibility of her being President. But she’s done a fine job. I remember my friend Shav Glick, a wonderful motorsports
writer I’m sure many of you more elderly ones remember, having reservations about the fact that Dusty was a
girl, but even Shav came around when the vote was taken.
I would vote for Dusty again, as I did on that fateful day
at Riverside when she spoke to the Board from her position as “secretary” of AARWBA, and told us what she
would do if elected. And she did. We are alive and functioning to this day because of Dusty Brandel.
The other thing that stands out is that long time and very
proud AARWBA member Mickey Schaffer was my friend.
Mickey was a man you could absolutely count on. He
was perfectly reliable, completely dependable, like no
one I’ve ever known before or since. And he was one of
my best friends over many, many years, at Indy and at
Riverside and at Ontario and at Ascot and at Ventura
Raceway and at dozens of parties and celebrations and
at many other races and race tracks around the country.
You remember him if you have been around AARWBA
awhile.
He was always first in line at the food table, remember?
But what sticks in my mind about my pal Mickey was our
annual visits to Indy, where he would go back every year
maybe two weeks before the race, and arrange a place
for us to stay. I would go back a week before the 500,
and he would meet me at the airport. By then he would
have Steve Long’s car, and we would have a place to
stay, often at one of Steve’s places. As “Mr. Nude America” back then, Steve Long, actually a postman in Indianapolis, was well known and quite successful.
I said goodbye to Mickey at his funeral a few years ago,
and we talked for a while as the others, even his family,
kind of left us alone on that hillside at Forest Lawn. They
could see that we were having a last conversation, and
since it was Mickey getting ready to rest there, we especially talked about the good things, about Indy, and the
fun we always had there. And the terrible sorrow we felt
when something bad happened on the track. Oh, we
talked about other tracks I guess, but Indy was the place
we loved. Mickey would often fly back to the track with
Chip Ganassi when Chip was still a driver, and he always cheered for Chip’s team later on.

Schaffer receives a winner's Check in Photography from the
sponsor STP’s representative.

I kidded with him that day at Forest Lawn about the time we
were staying at one of Steve’s apartments, and it was unfurnished at the time. There was a bed in the back bedroom, and
Mickey had already claimed that, but he pointed out logically
that the living room carpet was brand new and soft and that
there was a sleeping bag in the closet. And he would give me
one of the pillows from his bed. So it was working out fine, until
at two in the morning someone knocked on the door. I was in
the living room, so I answered the knock. It was Steve Long,
only there to say hello and, oh, by the way, to pick up his sleeping bag for a last minute use. I couldn’t complain to Mickey in
the back bedroom because he wasn’t alone, and if you knew
Mickey you know what that means. My God, he was nearly
eighty, and he was still…
But to move on, I spoke to him there at Forest Lawn about the
loud mouthed dog that Steve was keeping in a house we were
using one year, and I hope Mickey laughed a little in spite of the
serious circumstances at the moment. Once again, Mickey had
the bedroom in the small house, and the other bedroom only
had a lean back cushioned chair among some junk furniture.
But the chair was OK with me, and reasonably comfortable.
The room, however, was where the dog slept at other times,
and in that particular chair, as well. That dog wanted the room
and the chair that he or she was accustomed to, and until we
gave it to him or her, he or she complained by incessant barking from the hallway outside. I finally worked out a deal, and the
dog joined me in the chair so all of us, Mickey and his
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By Ross Olney

Mickey Schaffer - continued
guest…hey he was over eighty at that time, so good for
him…got a night’s sleep.

Help Wanted
Did you know Albert R. Bochroch?

We kidded around a little about the time when it was
raining heavily the night before the race, and I had
parked where I could see the motel room we were using.
Mickey had asked me not to use my key until this certain
Mustang was gone from out in front. So the cops
knocked on my window because I was in some guy’s
lawn, and told me to move on. They didn’t usually bother
you near race time when they saw your press credentials, and in fact Mickey sometimes parked one of Steve
Long’s cars in a no parking zone because he knew the
parking permit from Indy would forestall any citations.
Mickey Schaffer, who never let the ladies down in the
“Old Timers” room at Indy just off Gasoline Alley when
they needed help, and who never in all the years I knew
him let me down, or anyone I know of, was a proud
member of AARWBA. He was the most reliable, dependable friend I have ever had. He would give you the shirt
off his back if you needed it. If we all treated each other
the way Mickey treated everyone around him, the world
would be a marvelous place. I hope you knew him, and if
you didn’t, you missed something really, really good.
At Indy one year, he insisted on loaning my racing fan
Dad, who had come over from Ohio, his hot pit credential
for a close-up look at the cars, and my Dad was thrilled
beyond what you can imagine. Mickey was taking a big
chance, as those of you who cover Indy know, but that
was Mickey Schaffer. I guess things have softened at
Indy now, but back then he would have been banned
forever for loaning out a credential.

Dusty recently received this request for assistance.
“I'm a research assistant working on a feature documentary about the life and legacy of Bruce McLaren, directed
by Roger Donaldson (The World's Fastest Indian).
“We're trying to track down information about Albert R.
Bochroch, a photographer and journalist from the 1960s
who photographed Can-Am racing, then wrote several
books in the 70s and 80s about the history of American
motor racing (including "American Automobile Racing:
An Illustrated History" and "Americans at Le Mans").
“We would love to use some of his photos in our film and,
as he's passed away, we are trying to find out who holds
the copyright licensing for his photos. Would you be able
to pass on my message to other members of the AARWBA, please? Especially amongst your veteran members
who may even remember him.
“I appreciate any help you can offer, and I look forward to
hearing from you. “
Sincerely,
Phoebe Shum
Research Assistant
General Film Corporation

phoebe@generalfilm.co.nz
AUDI Bids Farewell To WEC and Le Mans
Audi is realigning its motorsport strategy. The premium
brand will terminate its FIA WEC commitment, including the
24 Hours of Le Mans, at the end of the 2016 season. Instead
Audi is taking up a factory-backed commitment in the all
electric Formula E racing series.

He may have been first in line at the dinner table, but if
you looked especially hungry, he would insist that you
get in front of him.
I have missed Mickey since the day he went on ahead,
right after we finished talking, and I thank his family and
friends for the interlude. Maybe he’ll even be there when
I get there, if we’re going to the same place. I hope so.

Speaking to 300 employees of the Audi motorsport department recently, Chairman of the Board of Management Rupert Stadler put this strategic decision in the context of the
current burdens on the brand, pointing out that it was important to focus on the things that would keep Audi competitive
in the years ahead.
“We’re going to contest the race for the future on electric
power,” says Stadler. “As our production cars are becoming
increasingly electric, our motorsport cars, as Audi’s technological spearheads, have to even more so.”
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Now I’m way over eighty, and that day I said goodbye to
Mickey, who wanted to make ninety five and still be “active,” he promised me I would make it. So I’m not worried. He almost made it, too.

I did what I had to do. I moved him out of the way. Bump
and run. Dale Sr. did it and everyone loved him for it.
And the absolute worst one of all… Rubbin’ is racing.
Ugh.
The finish of the recent NASCAR Truck Series race in
Bowmanville, Ontario Canada brought many of auto racing’s poor clichés back to the bench racing forefront. I
wished they would stay on the back burner.
Proponents of the type of finish between John Hunter
Nemechek and Cole Custer dragged these phrases out
to defend what we witnessed. Also piled onto the justification were comparisons to classic crashing NASCAR
finishes: Ricky Craven and Kurt Busch at Darlington,
Cale Yarborough and Donnie Allison at Daytona, Richard
Petty and David Pearson also at Daytona among others.
“How are these finishes different?” the collective group
rhetorically asked.

> Bump and run. This used to be a shameful move to win a
race. It was looked down upon with disrespect by the entire pit
area and grandstand. Rarely was this type of victory ever celebrated because officials did the right thing and gave the trophy
to the next driver that crossed the line. Somewhere, somehow,
things changed and not for the good.
> Dale Sr. did it and everyone loved him for it. No, they did not.
That is revisionist history. The entire grandstand reacted to
Dale but not completely positive. He was 50-50 cheers to boos
and, depending on a race's location, the boos could far outweigh the cheers. His death and years passed made him a beloved hero. While he was alive he had a tremendous fan
following- and also a large number that rooted against him.
Count me as one who thought Dale was indeed a great driver,
however I was not a fan for what I viewed as his dirty driving
manner.
> And the total fallback excuse- Rubbin’ is racing. Like the
Earnhardt reference above… no, it is not. I had never heard of
“rubbin’ is racing” until the phrase was said by actor Robert Duvall playing the part of crew chief Harry Hogge in the movie
“Days of Thunder” released in 1990. Also known as fiction.

I will tell you how they
were different. The
classic crashes were
two drivers racing hard
for the win. I will again
emphasize the word
racing.
There are some drivers that do not race
and unfortunately the
trend is growing. This is in the stock car world from NASCAR Cup to the unsanctioned hobby class at your local
speedway.
If I may generalize, the attitude of anything-goes-in-order-to-win-a-race-after-the-white-flag-waves is prevalent.
The bump and run and moving a driver out of the way
are seen as acceptable to some.
The attitude and driving style are wrong.
Let’s explore our above listed clichés when a driver
knocks the car in front of him out of the way on the last
lap and thinks it is acceptable.
> I did what I had to do. No, friend you did what you
wanted to do, not what you had to do. If you have to hit
the car in front of you to win the race, you do not have
the talent to be driving in the division you are in.

Bumpers bump, nerf bars nerf, and paint is traded. I understand
and am fine with all of that. The using of the front bumper as a
tool is something I am not fine with. Nemechek dived into the
final corner at Bowmanville using his front bumper to move
Custer as a manner to win, the same way a crew chief would
use a shim stack on a shock absorber to increase speed
through a corner.
This wasn’t right in Days of Thunder, it wasn’t right in Earnhardt’s prime, and it isn’t right in 2016 during a Truck Series
race on a road course in Canada.

> I moved him out of the way. Since when is this OK?
Answer- never. Racing is just that… racing. You pass
other cars. You drive around them. If you drive through
them, then see above. Your talent and style needs refining.

“Rubbin’ is racing” is not racing. “Rubbin’ is racing” is a bad line
from a bad auto racing movie.
Patrick Reynolds is a former professional NASCAR mechanic
who hosts Speedway Report Mondays 7:30 pm ET/ 4:30 pm
PT on www.racersreunionradio.com. Follow on Twitter
@SpeedwayPat.

American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
“Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage Of Motor Sports”

6

All Contents © The American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association 922 North Pass Avenue Burbank, CA 91505-2703 (818) 842-7005

By Patrick Reynolds for www.speedwayreport.com

It’s AARWBA Election Time!

Your AARWBA Leadership Team

The entire team in place today is once
again on the ballot. You also have the
option to write in any other choices you
may have.
If you did receive a ballot, complete it and
send it back to Ross ASAP!

President & Executive Director Norma "Dusty" Brandel
Women's Editor, Racing Information
Service -Photo-Journalist,
RIS-News.com
Dusty@aarwba.org
Vice President Kathy Seymour
Photographer, Racing Information
Service RIS-News.com
kathysey@hotmail.com
Treasurer Rhonda Williams
Journalist - Williams Report
rhonda49@gmail.com

If you did not receive a ballot,
contact Ross today at
ROHIMSELF@aol.com
Remember: The AARWBA is YOUR
organization and YOU have a voice in
choosing our leadership team!
Your votes, your voice, matters!

Midwest Vice President Nick Dettmann
Managing Editor, West Bend Daily News
ndettmann@conleynet.com

Southern Vice President Joe Jennings
Photo-journalist, Midwest Racing News
jjennings500@hotmail.com

Eastern Vice President John Bryant
Journalist - Nazareth-Racecam
jb@nazareth-race-cam.com
Western Vice President Ray Sotero
Motorsports Columnist, Gannett News
Service
raysotero@yahoo.com
Secretary Patrick Reynolds
Writer, Motor Week Live
reynol945windstream.net
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It’s time to vote for the next group of
AARWBA leaders! By now, every active
AARWBA member should have received
their ballot from Ross Olney.

All Contents © The American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association 922 North Pass Avenue Burbank, CA 91505-2703 (818) 842-7005

American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
“Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage Of Motor Sports”

8

American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association Inc.
922 North Pass Avenue, Burbank, CA 91505-2703
Phone: 818-842-7005
FAX: 818-842-7020
"Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage of Motor Sports"
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PROFESSIONAL INFORMATION
Name:

Date:

Company:
Title:
Business Address:
City:

State:

ZIP Code:

Phone:

E-mail:

FAX:

PERSONAL INFORMATION
Home address:
City:

State:

ZIP Code:

Phone:

E-Mail:

FAX:

Preferred Mailing Address:

HOME

OFFICE

(Please note that our newsletter, “ImPRESSions”, is sent via e-mail)

Preferred E-Mail Address For Newsletter:
MEMBERSHIP LEVEL
Media Professional ($45.00)
Signature of applicant:

Affiliate Member ($65.00)

Associate / Corporate ($300.00)
Date:

Active Media Member
Applicants for active media membership status must submit the following materials to the membership committee for consideration.
Materials must be submitted with your check.
ü A fully executed membership application. (This information will appear in the membership directory
unless you specify otherwise. Attach a note to this application if necessary.)
Your
ü Two 1" x 1.5" head shot pictures for use in the directory and for an I.D. badge.
ü Tear sheets or samples of work as follows:
Photo
§
Two published articles on the subject of auto racing in a publication of general
Should
circulation within the past year.
§
Photographs on auto racing appearing in two publications of general circulation or two
Be This
separate times in one publication, within the past year.
Size
§
One video or audio tape of any race broadcast where spectators attended and exhibited
the applicant's work within the past year.
§
One book on the subject of auto racing within the past year or three books on the
subject of auto racing, or one book contracted from any trade publisher for a book on auto racing
Affiliate Member
Open to public relations, team representatives, motorsports advertising personnel. Full voting rights and privileges except to hold office.
Associate/Corporate Membership
Open to any person, regardless of affiliation or professional orientation, who is interested in furthering the aims of the American Auto
Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association and/or motorsports in general. Corporate membership is Limited to three (3) non-voting
memberships for the $300 fee.

Mail completed application, photos, and your check to the address shown above.
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