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January 8, 2011
AARWBA All-American Dinner Event
The banquet will be held at the
Target Chip Ganassi Racing
headquarters in Indianapolis
7777 Woodland Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46278

Vol. 43 No. 6
Hilton Garden Inn
6930 Intech Boulevard
Indianapolis, Indiana 46278
(317) 288-6060
The AARWBA rate of $79 per night with full
breakfast included, for up to two people per
room.
The hotel was just finished last September. They
have a bar and restaurant, and the rooms are
very nice with refrigerator and microwave. To
make your reservation, call the hotel and tell
them you want the AARWBA $79.00 rate.

Past President
Norm Froscher
1931 - 2010
Banquet headquarters will be the
Hilton Garden Inn located just a
few blocks from Ganassi Racing.

Details on
page 2

In This Issue:
- Norm Froscher Passes

Page 2

- News & Notes

Page 3

- More Contest Winners

Page 3

- Say it with Flowers

Page 5

American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
“Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage Of Motor Sports”

Norm Froscher Passes
Submitted By Dusty Brandel
AARWBA Past President 1977-1981 Norm Froscher died July 29, 2010 at age 79

Froscher began his professional career as a newspaper sports writer upon graduation from the University of Florida in 1953 and earned numerous awards, including the NHRA Media Award in 1975.
He's a past winner of the Ray Marquette Memorial Award and the
Bloys Britt Memorial Writing Award for motorsports writing excellence,
and won awards at annual national press competitions for both auto
racing and thoroughbred horse racing reporting.
The media center at NHRA's Gainesville Raceway, where Froscher
tirelessly worked to cover nearly every edition of the NHRA Gatornationals, is named in his honor.
In 2003, he received a Lifetime Achievement Award by the Driver of
the Year Foundation, joining Chris Economaki as the only two racing
journalists to be so honored.
“Everyone at NHRA is saddened by the news of the passing of Norm
Froscher,” said Jerry Archambeault, NHRA vice president of communications and public relations. “Norm was a constant fixture at Gainesville Raceway, treating the facility as though it was his second home.
He was not just a reporter, but a friend to every racer that went down
the dragstrip and everyone at NHRA. We will miss him, but his spirit
will always be with us.”
Froscher was a past president of the American Auto Racing Writers and Broadcasters Association
(1977-1981) and the Florida Sports Writers Association.
I remember my buddy “Stormin’ when he took over the AARWBA Presidency following the death of
President Ray Marquette in 1977 he was worried he might not be able to live up to Marquette's presidency. Norm shouldn't have worried, he did a fine job for 4 years.
Norm Froscher’s first foray to the Indianapolis was the following May. He presided over the annual AARWBA Breakfast at
the Indy 500. Norm is Pictured with
AARWBA’s founding President Bob Russo
at the Speedway Motel lawn sign.
Froscher enjoyed his first and only visit to
Ontario Motor Speedway in 1978 when he
was president. He talked about it for
years.
‘Stormin’ got his nick name at Indy one
rainy evening...'Stormin' Norman' and
'Horizontal Hank' Ives, made a name for
themselves after the USAC Luau.
Oh yes...fun times!

Bob Russo and Norm Froscher
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In the ‘50’s Norm worked on the Corsairs, and was in the Marine Corps. He has been
a long time member of the Gator Detachment 990 of the Marine Corps League in
Gainesville, Florida.

Mistaken Identity?

We left these folks off the list last month! With
our apologies we print their names here.

Last month we told you this was Ana Beatriz. This
month we have to tell you it is actually Swiss Indy
Car driver Simona de Silvestro. That’s what
happens when your editor doesn’t pay attention!

ONLINE FEATURE WRITING
1. Mark Armijo, “Goodbye Manzanita Speedway,”
Racintoday.com

Sorry about that Simona!

2. Michael C. Johnson, “Moving Foyt Enterprises
into the Future,” Motorsport.com
3. Kay Presto, “Jack Beckman, Fast Behind the
Wheel,” Carsandcompetition.com
Honorable Mention: John Asher, “Chicago – Once
a Funny Car Heaven,” Competitionplus.com
ONLINE COLUMN WRITING
1. Michael Knight, “Maybe It’s Not Fair, But…,”
Valvoline.com
2. Phillip Gary Smith, “ESPN Rises to the Day,”
Go2geiger.com
3. Anne Proffit, “The Andretti Green IndyCar
Team,” Paddocktalk.com

Don Figler At New Post
Member Don Figler recently accepted the position of
track photographer for all oval racing events at the
Gateway International Raceway in Madison, Illinois.
This year there are two NASCAR Nationwide Series
events and one NASCAR Truck Series event.

ONLINE TECHNICAL WRITING
1. Anne Proffit, “It’s in the Brakes,”
Paddocktalk.com
2. Kay Presto, “Analyzing Pit Stops,”
Carsandcompetition.com

Figler: “My job will require me to first conduct the prerace photographers meeting, shoot photos of the prerace activities, all the sponsor signage around the
track, the race itself, and then download the images to
the media outlets. Hope I have time to get some spectacular pictures!

3. Ron Hedger, “More Horsepower From Your
Heads,” Raceproweekly.com
WEB LOG ENTRY

“Tuesday I met up with NASCAR driver Reed Sorenson for a media tour through St. Louis ending up at
the Cardinal/Seattle baseball game where Reed threw
out the first pitch. It was cool to get baseball credentials for the day.”

1. Michael Knight, “The Indy Aftermath,”
Spindoctor500blog.blogspot.com
2. Jerry Miller, “When Big Dogs Become Old
Dogs,” Thinkoutloudoldprof.blogspot.com
3. Louise Ann Noeth, “Jesse James Isn’t a ‘Dead
Man’,” Landspeedproductions.biz

A Letter To Dusty
“I just wanted to say thank you for all the work you do to
keep this group together, including the writing awards.
Being judged to receive an AARWBA award is still a big
honor as far as I'm concerned, whether there is a check
included or not. In fact, the honor lasts long after the
check has been cashed and spent. The members of
AARWBA are select company that I'm glad to be part of.

PROFESSIONAL RACING WEB SITE
1. Motorsport.com, Nancy Knapp Schilke
2. Carsandcompetition.com, Kay Presto
3. No award

“Thanks again for keeping the writing contest alive. “
--Bill Sessa
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More Contest Winners

IF YOU BELIEVE THIS. . . I'VE GOT SOME PRIME
BOTTOM LAND IN NEW MEXICO, I'LL SELL
YOU CHEAP!

Raphael Matos Accident Photo
Great action shots taken by Ken Truitt

1) The FIA Motorsport Council has disallowed the use
of radios to communicate between the pits and the
racing drivers in all Formula One races. Additionally,
the FIA has banned the use of "pit boards," in all Formula One races stipulating that all communications
between the pits and drivers shall be by a system of
flags and (FIA specified) hand signals. Expect the
most used hand signal to be the universal two fingered salute!
2) The IRL will institute a "No Passing," rule for the
final ten laps of any IRL race, including the Indianapolis 500, reasoning that all the racing drivers are driving
the same race cars using the same engine and racing
on the same tires. This will make it easier for spectators to depart the racing track and avoid traffic jams.
Additionally, the IRL is investigating a blinking light
system to notify those spectators attending the race to
move to different sections during the race to give the
impression of a large crowd!
3) The World of Outlaws has determined that the
wings on the Sprint Cars should be movable and controlled by a foot pedal. The mechanism shall flip the
wing in such a way that the television cameras stationed in the corners can have a clear shot of the advertising displayed on the top side of the wing.
4) NASCAR shall invoke its "avoidable contact," rule
used in the NASCAR owned Grand Am series for both
the NASCAR Nationwide Series and it's flagship NASCAR Sprint Cup series. Any driver who by the judgment of "RACE CONTROL," is deemed to have had
every chance not to bump a fellow competitor out of
the way, shall be black flagged from the event. Additionally, any driver who by the judgment of "RACE
CONTROL," is deemed to have "blocked," another
competitor shall also be black flagged from continued
competition in the same event. That oughta make the
four and a half or five hour races really boring! Winner
will be determined by a coin flip between the final two
drivers to finish the race!
5) The IHRA and the NHRA have agreed that their
Top Fuel and Funny Car racers shall race with their
drag chutes open! This will effectively reduce their
speed and eliminate the use of ineffective run–off areas at the end of the drag strips. It will reduce the
spectacle of the race while maintaining the eardrum
splitting noise as the cars traverse the drag strip!
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Submitted By Gil Bouffard

Reprinted SAY IT WITH FLOWERS column (August 11, 2010)
Submitted By Jack Flowers
(Former member Jack Flowers has followed NASCAR action for over 30+ years,
he wrote this column for National Speed Sport News.)

I was fortunate during my career as a motorsports journalist and I was around during the time when the
writers got to know the drivers, car owners and mechanics and the drivers, car owners and mechanics
got to know the writers.
By knowing each other, we knew who we could trust and not trust. It’s not like that today.
There was a time when I knew every crewman that worked in that garage by their first and last names.
That was the time when the same guys who worked on the race cars at the team’s shops were the sane
guys who came to the track for the race and pushed the cars through inspections and to the starting
grid and the majority of the crewmen made up the seven over-the-wall for pit stops. There was no shop
crew and then a race-day crew in those days.
Not only did you know these guys, but you were able to write better and more personal stories about
these guys. Those days are gone.
It was enjoyable to be able to spend time talking to drivers and anyone else in the garage area. A lot of it
was referred to as “bench-racing.” Those days have vanished, too.
One of the best compliments I have had as writer came from Eddie Wood, who now runs the Wood
Brothers with Lennie. He told me one day, “You never sold us down the river when you writing about us.
You can quote me on anything you want to and I’ll back you up.”
That was because we knew each other and we trusted each other. Now, I’ll bet you I can’t tell you 10
names of some of the ones who work in that garage or pit the cars during Sprint Cup events.
One of the main reasons for all this is the motorhome community. Just about every driver, a lot of the
crew chiefs and others have a motorhome they can retreat to when they need some place to hide. It’s
the worst thing that NASCAR’s permitted in the track’s infield-garage areas.
Have you ever tried gaining access to this motorhome community? It’s a lot easier to gain entrance to
Fort Knox than NASCAR’s motorhome community.
That’s the way NASCAR wants it though. It’s another method NASCAR has for keeping tabs on its drivers and crew chiefs.
A friend of mine, one of the best motorsports journalists I’ve ever
known, told me he was getting out of the business not long ago. “I
had a story to do one week and when I went to do it, I spent all my
time going through about 40 or so public relations people, half of them
didn’t know me and I never got to speak to the driver I was assigned to
do this story on,” my friend said. “So, I decided it was time for me to
try something else.
“It’s just not like it used to be.”
Jack Flowers, recently wrote and had published a 40-page book that questions some of the tactics and policies used by NASCAR, entitled, "The Dirt
Under the Asphalt"; it's available for $9, plus shipping, from
www.rosedogbookstore.com
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I’m very thankful I covered the NASCAR Cup Series when I did. I’m not sure I would have survived in
this day and time.

