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2011 Ganassi Racing Driver Lineup
(L-R)

Charlie Kimbal, Jamie McMurray, Scott Dixon, Graham Rahal, Chip Ganassi,
Juan Pablo Montoya, Dario Franchitti, Memo Rojas, Scott Pruett
Photo by Mark Watson

This month’s issue of ImPRESSions is
sponsored by the
Toyota Grand Prix of Long Beach
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Shav Glick Newsmakers Forum

January 9, 2011
AARWBA Banquet - Target/Ganassi Race Car Shop

Here’s what you missed:
Aerodine Composites
“LandSpeed” Louise Ann Noeth presented an overview of Aerodine Composites, a “speed secret”
company used by motorsports team worldwide for
more than 20 years that has purposely stayed off
the radar to protect client confidentiality. With the
introduction of its innovative Top Fuel carbon-fiber
wing assembly it was time to step cautiously into
public view.

IUPUI:
Professor Peter Hylton gave
a report on the Motorsports
Engineering Program underway at Indiana University
Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI). Put into full
swing last year partnering
with Don Schumacher Racing, the students have already produced measurable,
positive results.
This 4-year Bachelor of Science in Motorsports Engineering degree program was Prof. Peter Hylton from IUPUI
approved in May, 2008 and
aims to prepare graduates for careers in the motorsports
industry, as well as automotive-related companies. Educators focus on teaching fundamentals of engineering
and include hands-on projects that involve designing,
analyzing, and building of actual systems.
The Motorsports Engineering program is 127 credit hours
including a foundation of 70 semester hours in engineering and engineering course work. Motorsports specific
classes include:

The new wing was a critical part to the 2010 NHRA
Full Throttle Drag Racing Series championship winning effort of the Al-Anabi Top Fuel dragster driven
by Larry Dixon. Several other teams have already
purchased the Aerodine wing for their 2011 racing
season.
Chief Engineer Craig McCarthy and Customer Service Manager Steve Schiewer brought a full-size
wing used on Dixon’s dragster for banquet attendees to inspect for themselves. Both gentlemen
were on-hand throughout the evening to answer
questions.
Aerodine Composites is dedicated to the science of
advanced composite technologies offering expertise in the alteration, repair, and manufacture of
high performance, light weight composite structures using carbon fiber and other laminates.
Aerodine Composites Group is also a certified FAA
Repair Station. For more details contact:
louise@landspeedproductions.biz
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Morale Entertainment and Indy Lights:
Indy Lights Driver Martin Plowman (pictured) announced
the Centennial Military Tour being conducted in partnership with Morale Entertainment and the IZOD
IndyCar Series and Firestone Indy Lights.
Plowman was noticeably affected by visiting troops recovering from war wounds; he pauses to collect his emotions while relaying details of a visit to Walter Reed Army
Medical Center in Washington, D.C.
The impromptu Christmas Eve cheer was
decidedly tempered by the stark reality of the effects of
war.
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The Newsmaker’s Forum showcased five solid
news items for attendees. Not only were AARWBA
members present, but thanks to the fine work of
NHRA Senior Communications Manager Scott
Smith, several local television news crews were
on-hand to capture details presented in a quickpaced 30 minute press conference.

Shav Glick Forum

“The biggest impression I got going room to room – and
some of these guys are double or triple amputees – was
their optimism for life. They are going through pain that
we can’t comprehend. But there they are, laughing and
joking and describing their injuries as part of the job.
“One person I met, I’ll call him Mike, said ‘I signed up for
my country to give my life and all they took was my leg.’ ’’
On the tour, he’ll have a better understanding of soldiers’
plights and passions, and the knot in his stomach just
might be loosened the next time he spends a few minutes conversing with a wounded warrior.
“Not one of these guys felt regret or sorrow for having
sacrificed. That was really impactful,” says Plowman,
who also is encouraging awareness and contributions to
two military-related organizations.
“Our mission for the tour is to meet and greet as many
troops as possible on bases overseas to say, ‘Thank you
for helping to keep us safe and free,’ ’’ he says.
“Words can’t explain if you haven’t been there. It is
very sobering, and if you have an ego this will wipe
that right away,” says Plowman, a Firestone Indy
Lights race-winning driver who is as engaging off
the racetrack as he is focused on it.
Plowman is among the participants in the Indy 500
Centennial Tour – a 10-day goodwill trip to Europe
and the Middle East that kicks off Jan. 12 with the
goal of boosting morale by bringing the excitement
of the 100th anniversary celebration of the Indianapolis 500 directly to more than 10,000 service
men and women.
The team, which also includes Indianapolis 500
winners Mario Andretti, Johnny Rutherford and Al
Unser Jr. plus Indy 500 veterans Sarah Fisher,
Davey Hamilton and Larry Foyt, will give motivational talks and participate in meet and greets, photo opportunities, autograph and Q & A sessions.
The group will also bring a 2-seat Indy car and give
troops hot-lap rides whenever and wherever possible.
The initial stop is visiting with wounded troops at a
military hospital in Germany, and Plowman -- who’s
about the same age as many of the enlisted men
and women serving around the globe -- sought to
test his psychological mettle by visiting Walter
Reed.
“I would say I was like anyone else going on this
tour. I was very anxious about what to expect because we are going out to meet these guys who

“In addition to our group mission, my personal mission is
to raise $10,000 for two good causes -- Help for Heroes
and the Wounded Warrior Project. The money raised
will help rebuild the lives of soldiers who have made sacrifices so that we may walk free.”
Once $10,000 has been raised, Plowman will have his
head shaved military style on the trip.

Photo from www.thehenryford.org website

Henry Ford Museum:
Christian Overland, Vice President of Collections from
the Henry Ford Museum brought everyone up to speed
on the new Racing in America exhibit being developed at
the Dearborn, Michigan location as well as the news that
a serious motorsports archive is already being developed. Some recent acquisitions include Dave Friedman’s
photography and Bobby Unser’s entire racing career archive.
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put their life on the line every day," he says. "They see
some terrible things and they make huge sacrifices so
that we may walk free.

Shav Glick Forum
presented by Lucas Oil, the world’s most prestigious
drag race, and the Kroger SpeedFest, which showcases
NASCAR Nationwide and Camping World Truck Series
races as well as USAC and ARCA Series races during a
single weekend.

Racing in America is a permanent 22,000-squarefoot engaging and unique experience powered by
highly interactive displays and frontier-stretching
technologies that will tell the story of American auto
racing – its excitement, speed and spectacle, its
challenges, and the ways it inspires innovation.
Planned for Henry Ford Museum, this exhibition will
bring auto racing to life with history's greatest and
most significant vehicles, show the progression of
technology in the sport, share personal stories and
collections from the most legendary leaders and
drivers in the industry, as well as on-site demonstrations of today's technological advancements.
It will be housed in the Henry Ford Museum in
Dearborn, Michigan -- America’s museum of innovation, located just 10 miles west of Detroit. Cochairing The Henry Ford's efforts to build this exhibition are Edsel B. Ford II, Rick Hendrick, Roger S.
Penske and Jack Roush.
The museum is part of The Henry Ford, which
comprises five unique attractions that bring the
American experience to life. The site was founded
in 1929 by Henry Ford to showcase the genius of
ordinary American people. Today, this vast complex attracts over 1.6 million visitors every year,
including more than 250,000 schoolchildren.
NHRA
NHRA Senior Communications Manager Scott
Smith, together with NHRA President Tom Compton and Jerry Archambeault announced that Lucas
Oil Products, an industry leader in lubricants and
fuel treatments, has acquired the naming rights to
the NHRA-owned and -operated multipurpose auto
racing facility just west of Indianapolis. Forest Lucas was on-hand for the announcement and unveiling of the new track logo.

Selected as one of the world’s top 12 Shrines to Speed
by RACER magazine, Lucas Oil Raceway at Indianapolis
thrives as one of the busiest auto racing venues in the
United States and features a world-class dragstrip, .686mile asphalt oval, and 2.5-mile road course.
“We are extremely proud of the relationship we have developed with Lucas Oil Products over the years and are
pleased to see the company expand its involvement with
NHRA through this very important track entitlement,” said
Tom Compton, NHRA president. “As the host of the prestigious Mac Tools U.S. Nationals and Kroger SpeedFest
along with many other key auto racing events, Lucas Oil
Raceway at Indianapolis is already recognized as one of
the most tradition-rich and versatile multi-use motorsports facilities in the world.”
“We feel that it is very important for Lucas Oil Products to
have major involvement with one of the nation’s busiest
auto racing facilities that happens to operate right in our
own backyard,” said Forrest Lucas, Lucas Oil Products
president. “We have had great success marketing our
products through a variety of NHRA platforms over the
years, and we see great potential through this latest opportunity and take great pride in placing our company
name on this historic racing venue, Lucas Oil Raceway
at Indianapolis.”

The multiyear track-entitlement agreement gives
Lucas Oil Products naming rights to the legendary
facility, host of the famed Mac Tools U.S. Nationals
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The Henry Ford is planning to build a $15 million
exhibition covering the history and innovation of
American auto racing. It is not a Hall of Fame. It’s
an interactive display dedicated to telling the behind-the-scenes stories of how auto racing has
evolved, along with American innovation, over the
past century, featuring all forms of American auto
racing, including stock cars, open wheel cars,
sports cars, drag racing vehicles, winged sprinters
and land speed record cars.

News & Notes
Award-winning motorsports broadcaster and photo-journalist Kay
Presto, co-owner of Presto Productions in Ontario, California, was
part of a five-woman Literary Panel at the Women Leadership Forum Conference, held recently, at the Renaissance Esmerelda
Spa and Resort in Indian Wells, California.
Keynote speaker for the event was Dr. Cinzia Zuffada, Associate
Chief Scientist for the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of Technology, in Pasadena, California. Her current works include assessing the role of GPS to study the ocean.
Presto spoke on her vast experience in covering motorsports of all
types for the past 39 years. She has received 74 national and
state awards for her coverage on television on ESPN and CNN
Sports, Mutual Radio, and photography and journalism for such
international magazines as SPORT, National Dragster, and dozens of other books and magazines. She has received national awards for her public relations for various race teams, and
for her current Web site, www.carsandcompetition.com.
She also held an autograph session at the conference with the new “Chicken Soup for the Soul: NASCAR” and "Ultimate
Christian Living" books, in which her racing stories are published.
Presto is a member of the National Association for Female Executives (NAFE), and was honored as their Woman of
Achievement at their New York annual conference in 2005. Her achievements are listed in Who’s Who of America, Who’s
Who of American Women, and Who's Who in the World.
She has also served as Western Vice-President of AARWBA for seven years, and created the AARWBA White Paper for
Photographers.
The Women Leaders Forum is the leading nonprofit women’s leadership organization based in
the Palm Springs area. It seeks to develop and
empower women leaders of all ages and backgrounds through goal-oriented educational programs that include leadership training, skill
development, and mentoring.
It has granted nearly $100,000 in scholarship
awards to high school girls. Its’ programs reach
hundreds of female students every year through
programs such as Wall Street Teens Day and
Young Women Ambassadors.

Did you ever...

...have a time in your career covering motorsports as a
writer, broadcaster or photographer when
you had to stop and say, “Did that really just happen?”
If you have ever experienced one of those moments when
you were there in reality but what you witnessed was
somewhat unreal, we would like to hear about it. Send us a
short version of what happened and we will publish it in a
future issue of ImPRESSions.
Hey, we have all had those moments so come on and tell us
about yours. After all, you were there! Really!
Send your stories to the Editor: ashartwell@att.net
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Kay Presto Speaks At Women’s Leadership Forum

News & Notes
Bob Presents Artwork To Albert

Your AARWBA Officers

National
Vice President
- Kathy Seymour
kathysey@hotmail.com
Western Vice
President - Anne Proffit
anne.proffit@gmail.com

Last month at the Fabulous Fifties Christmas Party
at The Petersen Auto Museum, member Bob Falcon
presented one of his illustrations to his good friend
Albert Wong. The race car pictured was owned by
Al's former employer, Teddy Yip and the illustration
depicts the car in action at The Long Beach Grand
Prix, Formula One event.

Midwest Vice President
- Ron LeMasters
rlemasters14@comcast.net

The Chinese script across the car's nose in red
reads "Theodore Racing" the lower script reads
"Hong Kong".

Eastern Vice President
- Lewis Franck
lfranck@ix.netcom.com

Do You Remember
“The Bridge”?
If you attended races at the old Bridgehampton Race Circuit
on Long Island, you must have good stories to tell about the
experience! Please share your anecdotes, memories, lies
or other tales with your fellow members.

Southern Vice President
- Joe Jennings
jjennings500@hotmail.com

Send your memories to:
Andy Hartwell - ashartwell@att.net
or to:
Dusty Brandel - dusty.brandel@gmail.com

All members of the AARWBA are
encouraged to reach out to the
elected officers and ask how they
can volunteer to help grow the
organization and support the
objectives and goals of
the AARWBA.
The board members can’t
do it alone!
American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
“Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage Of Motor Sports”

6

All Contents © The American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association 922 North Pass Avenue Burbank, CA 91505-2703 (818) 842-7005

President - Dusty Brandel
dusty.brandel@gmail.com

Dario Franchitti, the IZOD IndyCar Series Champion, was honored again on Jan. 9, by winning the
American Auto Racing Writers and Broadcasters
Association's Jerry Titus Award for the third time in
four years. Franchitti joins other three time Titus
winners, Mario Andretti, (’77,’78, and ’84); and Jeff
Gordon, (’95, ’98,’01). John Force, (’96,’99, ’00,
’02) is the only Four Time Titus Winner. It might
have been a tie, with Force just four votes short.
AARWBA President Dusty Brandel announced
Franchitti as the organization's Driver of the Year
as AARWBA honored its 41st All-America Team at
the headquarters of Target Chip Ganassi Racing in
Indianapolis. Ganassi flew all his drivers from Daytona testing to Indy for the banquet.
"Winning this award is like a full stop for the year,
and a chance to look back on the year one last
time," Franchitti said. "It's great to know the people
at AARWBA appreciate what the team and I did
last year. It's something I'm very, very proud of."
The Jerry Titus Trophy is awarded to the driver
who receives the most All-America Team votes. It
is named in memory of the late journalist and racer,
who was a member of AARWBA, the country's oldest and largest organization of motorsports media
professionals. It is the highest honor AARWBA offers.

Dario Franchitti, Kathy Seymour and Dusty Brandel
Photo by Mark Watson

"It is quite an honor to be recognized with all these other
drivers," said Vernay, who was a second-team selection
to the All-America Team. "I have to thank Sam Schmidt
Motorsports and my management team for bringing me
to America. I want to race in IndyCar and race against
some of the talented drivers here very soon."
Franchitti and IZOD IndyCar Series runner-up Will Power
were the open-wheel honorees. They shared First Team
status with other Horsepower Trophy recipients Scott
Pruett/Memo Rojas and David Brabham/Simon Pagenaud (road racing), Bryan Clauson and Levis Jones
(short track). Patrick Long/Jorg Bergmeister and Frank
Manzo (at-large), John Force and Larry Dixon (drag racing), Todd Bodine and Bobby Santos (touring series),
Rob MacCachren, Ricky Johnson & Antoine
L'Estage/Nathalie Richard (rally/off-road) and Jimmie
Johnson and Kyle Busch (stock car).

Kathy Seymour, Ken Squier and Dusty Brandel
Photo by Mark Watson

Brandel also presented veteran broadcaster Ken
Squier the Pioneer in Racing Award for his longtime dedication and achievement that has made a
difference in the industry, including the 1979 Daytona 500. Firestone Indy Lights champion J.K. Vernay won the first Rising Star Award.

Conor Daly and Scott Pruett
Photo by Mark Watson

Pruett presented the
Gorsline Scholarship to
19-year-old Conor Daly,
who claimed the Star
Mazda Championship
title in record-setting
fashion. John Gorsline of
the Gorsline Company
recognizes a young upand-coming driver each
year that displays the
attributes of a future
champion and helps aspiring drivers to develop
both on and off the track
to attain their professional goals.
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Dario Franchitti is the Titus Winner
Conor Daly wins Gorsline Scholarship
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922 North Pass Avenue, Burbank, CA 91505-2703
Phone: 818-842-7005
FAX: 818-842-7020
"Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage of Motor Sports"

The AARWBA is the oldest and largest professional organization of its kind. Founded in 1955 in
Indianapolis, it has grown to more than 400 members throughout the United States, Canada and Europe.
Each year the AARWBA members select a 14-driver All America Team from Open Wheel, Stock Car, Sports
Car, Drag Racing, Short Track, Touring Series and At Large championship categories. An annual banquet is
held to honor these drivers each January. AARWBA also sponsors several contests for its members and
established the “Legends in Racing” auto racing hall of fame.
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PROFESSIONAL INFORMATION
Name:

Date:

Company:
Title:
Business Address:
City:

State:

ZIP Code:

Phone:

E-mail:

FAX:

PERSONAL INFORMATION
Home address:
City:

State:

ZIP Code:

Phone:

E-Mail:

FAX:

Preferred Mailing Address:

HOME

OFFICE

(Please note that our newsletter, “ImPRESSions”, is sent via e-mail)

Preferred E-Mail Address For Newsletter:
MEMBERSHIP LEVEL
Media Professional ($45.00)
Signature of applicant:

Affiliate Member ($65.00)

Associate / Corporate ($300.00)
Date:

Active Media Member
Applicants for active media membership status must submit the following materials to the membership committee for consideration.
Materials must be submitted with your check.
A fully executed membership application. (This information will appear in the membership directory
unless you specify otherwise. Attach a note to this application if necessary.)
Your
Two 1" x 1.5" head shot pictures for use in the directory and for an I.D. badge.
Tear sheets or samples of work as follows:
Photo
Two published articles on the subject of auto racing in a publication of general
Should
circulation within the past year.
Photographs on auto racing appearing in two publications of general circulation or two
Be This
separate times in one publication, within the past year.
Size
One video or audio tape of any race broadcast where spectators attended and exhibited
the applicant's work within the past year.
One book on the subject of auto racing within the past year or three books on the
subject of auto racing, or one book contracted from any trade publisher for a book on auto racing
Affiliate Member
Open to public relations, team representatives, motorsports advertising personnel. Full voting rights and privileges except to hold office.
Associate/Corporate Membership
Open to any person, regardless of affiliation or professional orientation, who is interested in furthering the aims of the American Auto
Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association and/or motorsports in general. Corporate membership is Limited to three (3) non-voting
memberships for the $300 fee.

Mail completed application, photos, and your check to the address shown above.
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AARWBA MEDIA CONTEST ENTRY FORM
Entry Category____________________________________Date______________
Name_______________________________________ AARWBA No.___________
Address___________________________________________________________
City_______________________________State___________Zip_______________
Phone Number________________________ Fax:___________________________
E-Mail ______________________________________________
Title of Entry_________________________________________________________
Publication___________________________________________
Date of Publication_____________________________
Entry form must be attached to each entry
(you may photo copy entry form for more entries)

Deadline for all entries -

January 31, 2011

"The Contest Chairperson may, at his or her discretion, reassign entries to their appropriate categories, if initially submitted in inappropriate ones. If possible, the chairperson will contact affected
entrants when such reassignment would cause a conflict with the one-entry-per category rule."

Mail to: AARWBA Contest: Jerry Miller

381 Reagan Circle
Franklin, IN 46131-7290

Questions: 317/736-7472
or jerrace@centurylink.net

