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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
The annual AARWBA
Indy 500 Breakfast is
Saturday, May 26, at 8 a.m.
at the Brickyard Crossing Inn
and Golf Resort (the Speedway
Motel) in the Pavilion.
Sponsors are Honda and Firestone

Drag racing legend Don Prudhomme received the
Justice Brothers Shav Glick Award, presented for
distinguished achievement in motorsports by a
Californian. Presentation was Sunday, February
25th, at California Speedway, before the
NASCAR race.
Shown above left to right are Don Prudhomme,
Shav Glick, and Ed Justice, Jr.
Photo by Dusty Brandel

Inside this issue:
- 2006 FORD Contest winners
- What do you want the dinner to be?
- Member News & Notes
- Ombudsman Program
- There’s something you can do!

Ford Contest
Winners
Announced
On Page 2
All-America Dinner Video
Now Live On The Net!
www.aarwba.org

American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
”Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage of Motor Sports”

Ford “Sweepstakes” Journalism Award of Excellence
2006 Contest Winners

Honorable mention: Dave Argabright
Article: “Winning in the Wet” (featuring Ford Fusion driver Rick Eckert of
the World of Outlaws Late Model Series)
Appeared in: Speedway Illustrated, Nov. 2006
Honorable mention: Norm Froscher
Article: “X-Man Revealed” (featuring Erik Darnell as the winner of Roush
Racing’s Driver X program on the Discovery Channel’s Gong Show)
Appeared in: Racing Milestones, May 2006
AARWBA thanks Ford, and especially Kevin Kennedy, for arranging this
contest opportunity for our members.

AARWBA - Where The Professionals Are (But not all of them!)
Talk up the AARWBA with your peers, who should be AARWBA members but aren’t - yet.

“Subscribe A Scribe” / “Bring In A Broadcaster”
Let your peers know they should become a member of the only
national organization that speaks for the working press.
PR Rep?
Local reporter covering a local track event?
Photographer working for a magazine?
Writer or editor posting stories and photos to a racing web site?
They all should be part of the AARWBA membership roster!
Next time you are at a race event, ask your peers to visit the AARWBA web site.
Show them an on-line newsletter!
Tell them about the organization!
Help us grow!

This month’s issue of ImPRESSions is sponsored by
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Winner: Karl Fredrickson
Article: “Drive” (a story featuring Carl Edwards in his many different
racing endeavors)
Appeared in: Speedway Illustrated, Nov. 2006

Here are my observations having been “hands-on” on the last two All-America Team dinners: After
the December 2005 ceremony, the No. 1 comment I heard from attendees was, “We want to see
more of/hear more from the drivers.” That made sense since the evening is all about honoring the
Team members. So, for last January’s event, Mike Hollander, Bob Jenkins and I worked to reformat it to get the Team drivers up on stage right from the start, and give them the “freedom” to
speak longer. (Everyone seemed to like Bob asking them a question after their remarks.) Reaction? The ceremony ran too long.
I agree. It went longer than we planned. There were a few reasons for that, including an excellent
turnout of drivers – and we will ALWAYS want as many of the Team members there as possible –
and more drivers on-hand to accept means more time. In my opinion, John Force at the podium is
worth the price of admission! Jorg Bergmeister traveled to Indy from Germany, Rinaldo Capello
from Italy, Luis Diaz from Mexico City – I’m sure not going to tell these guys who travel such a long
way to respect AARWBA to “keep it short.” Most of those I spoke with felt Diaz, Tony Schumacher
and Scott Pruett were exceptionally good. Also, there were a few new program elements.
A few people told me maybe we don’t need a featured speaker. I disagree. What other organization has so much respect that it can get Roger Penske, Mike Helton and Jack Roush to accept our
invitation to speak? That is very prestigious for AARWBA. We try to lock-in the speaker months in
advance, which gives us a headliner to promote, and that helps Dusty sell tickets/tables. And,
frankly, having a big-name confirmed to attend provides a “hedge” against no-show drivers.
As noted elsewhere in this issue, the AAT ceremony video is now on-line. Take a look. If you have
SPECIFIC suggestions on changes you’d like to see, NOW is the time to let us know. I’m not
kidding when I tell you Dusty, Mike Hollander and I started discussing the ’08 dinner the week
after this one was over.

11659 East Appaloosa Place, Scottsdale, Arizona 85259
Office: 480-661-5240 Mobile: 602-315-3900 Fax: 480-661-5238
E-mail: Spindoctor500@aol.com
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WHAT DO YOU WANT THE DINNER TO BE?

Member Spotlight
We are introducing something new with this issue of ImPRESSions: a feature we call “Member Spotlight”. Here we will
highlight the career and accomplishments of individual AARWBA members, sharing their stories with the rest of the
AARWBA community. If you would like to be featured in a future issue, contact Newsletter Editor Andy Hartwell at
ashartwell@att.net, or President Dusty Brandel at aarwba@compuserve.com

Mike and Nan Arthur are photographers and writers and they are the owners of US Photographics, where Mike’s fingers
can most likely be found securely wrapped around a camera while Nan keeps her fingers clicking away on a keyboard.
They have been members of AARWBA for over 20 years now, and both have won contests open to AARWBA members.
Both Mike and Nan worked on the AARWBA White Pages the last time they were revised.
Mike gave us a quick rundown of where he
aims his camera. “I shoot sprints, midgets,
open wheel racing of all kinds. I shoot just
about anything. A lot of my work is in
California but I also shoot at Midwest
tracks. I’ve taken photos for magazines and
tabloids such as Sprint and Midget, National
Speed Sport News, Road and Track, and
many track programs. I used to be a
contributing photographer for Open Wheel
Magazine before it went out of business. I
have also been the photo editor for the
annual Paul Oxman Sprint Racing Calendar
for over 20 years now.”
Mike and Nan, who reside in Lakeside,
California, have had their work published in
the same magazine at the same time, before they had even met one another. And it was through that magazine indirectly - that they first met. Nan told us the story.
”I was in Denver and I submitted my very first written piece to Stock Car Magazine. Open Wheel wasn’t yet around at
the time. Dick Berggren wrote back to me and said he was going to start a new magazine called Open Wheel and he
wanted to include my story in the first issue.
”I had followed Mike’s photos in Stock Car Magazine, and Western Racing News, and Speed Sport News, and I always
admired his work. When they came out with the first issue of Open Wheel I had my first story in there and Mike had the
cover shot! I knew I had to meet him!
”One day in 1980, when we were both at Manzanita Speedway in Phoenix, his friend came over to me and asked me
who I was. I said I write for Open Wheel Magazine. Eventually that got back to Mike and he started talking to me
opening with ‘So you write for Open Wheel Magazine huh? I shoot for them.’ And I said, ‘I know!’”.
Mike and Nan continued to write and shoot for Open Wheel even when that magazine changed ownership. Eventually
Nan branched out into writing about dog training and dog behaviors primarily, while Mike continued covering the racing
action, but switching more into the design end of things, producing
racer hero cards and doing graphic layouts for program covers and specialty photos.
Mike was honored with a photo retrospective of his work in the March 2007 issue of Flat Out Magazine. Nan: “Mike’s
been shooting for a long time, and many people felt he set the standard for open wheel photography. Even today I am
dazzled by his work!”
The Arthur’s plan to continue covering racing for a long time and we think that means many more good words and great
photos are yet to come!
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In the spotlight: Mike and Nan Arthur

Ne
ws & Notes
News
We Made An ImPRESSion On Chris!

“Other interesting reading was found in the “ImPRESSions,” the newsletter of the American Auto Racing
Writers and Broadcasters Ass’n. Larger than usual at 11 pages, touched on were a number of issues in
auto racing. Enlivened by 25 photos, the January ’07 edition of “ImPRESSions” is the best in the
organization’s history.”
Thank you Chris for the kind words! Much appreciated!

The annual AARWBA Indy 500 Breakfast is Saturday, May 26

National Speed Sport News Initiates Unique
“Industry Insider’s” Column
New feature to be written by Motorsports Legends and Pros in the field today
National Speed Sport News, America’s Weekly Motorsport Authority, has announced a new column to
appear in the newspaper each week entitled “Industry Insiders.” This feature will be written by many of
motorsports’ most respected personalities as well as other individuals working in the profession today.
Each column provides a personal account of the writer’s challenges, opinions on the sport, joy and/or
occasional disappointment that come from working within the motorsports industry.
What started as a suggestion to several of our most prominent motorsports legends turned
into an avalanche of interest, said Corinne Economaki, publisher of National Speed Sport News. We’re
looking forward to hosting articles from such industry celebrities as Mario Andretti, Roger Penske, Betty
Rutherford, and Humpy Wheeler. We asked about 50 people if they would like to contribute, and we’re
getting many more requests from others who want to write a personal story or cite an experience they
have had in racing.
In addition to the columns from many of the sport’s most notable figures, Economaki sought material from
those who can provide unique perspectives of the motorsports industry from their respective vantage
point.
”It’s important to us that we hear from all walks of life in racing ... from different arenas,” she noted.
“That’s why we’ll also include columns from racers’ motorhome drivers, sanctioning bodies’ ‘advance
personnel,’ and what it’s like running a small family-owned dirt track in Oklahoma, for example. It’s
important we show all angles of motorsports.
This plan could probably take on a life of its own, but for now, we’ll focus on including an ‘Industry Insider’
column in selected future issues of National Speed Sport News,” Economaki added.

Kurt Freudenthal
Kurt Freudenthal, one of the earliest members of AARWBA who covered the Indy
500 from 1946 through 1987, died Feb. 2 at his Indianapolis home. Born in Germany, and a youthful spectator at the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin, he immigrated
with his family to the U.S., arriving Jan. 1, 1939. He joined UPI after World War II
and became the Indiana sports editor. When the wire service folded he moved to
the Indianapolis Star. Freudenthal was 84.
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Veteran writer, broadcaster, journalist and past President of the AARWBA, Chris Economaki, had this to
say in his “From the Editor’s Notebook” column in NSSN dated Feb. 21.

Ne
ws & Notes
News
The work of AARWBA members shines in April’s inaugural issue
of Race News magazine, which has distribution through Barnes &
Noble, Wal-mart and Borders. Western VP Susan Wade is
managing editor of the new monthly, from Wordsmith Media, and
puts the women of drag racing and NASCAR’s Kasey Kahne in
the spotlight. Anne Proffit profiles Sam Hornish and Sebastien
Bourdais; Dick Mittman reflects on Fred Lorenzen; Gil Bouffard
writes about Ferrari’s Felipe Massa; and Andy Hartwell features
sports car ace Butch Leitzinger. Michael Knight’s first “The Bottom
Line” column on the Business of Racing explains why Ashley
Force should not be promoted as NHRA’s Danica Patrick. And
John Force himself has a guest column. Go to
www.RaceNewsMagazine.com to learn more.
Also, be sure to check out Susan’s 1320tv.com, the No. 1 site for
drag racing video coverage. The media center news conferences
of all the NHRA pro class winners can be found there after each
NHRA national event, plus Susan’s weekend recap with Hot Rod
Fuller, and “Quarter-Mile Confessions” in-depth interviews.
There’s also video coverage of IHRA. New are Michael Knight’s monthly Business of Racing commentaries.

Jenkins Leads ESPN2’s Coverage Of Indy Pro Series
Veteran motorsports broadcaster Bob Jenkins will return to the ESPN family in 2007 to call the play-by-play
of ESPN2’s coverage of the Indy Pro Series, which will air live on indycar.com and on a tape-delayed basis
on the all-sports network. Robbie Buhl and Mike King will complete the broadcast team for the 16 races.
Jenkins, one of the first announcers hired by the network when it debuted in 1979, anchored ESPN’s and
ABC’s coverage of the NASCAR Nextel Cup from 1981-2000 as well as working on the IndyCar Series
broadcast team for several years. He also worked for the IMS Radio Network, anchoring the
Indianapolis 500 broadcast from 1990-99.
”All signs point to the most competitive season yet for the Indy Pro Series, with
new teams, an impressive list of drivers and some new venues,” Jenkins said.
“Having been away from the play-by-play role for a few years, I’m excited about
making a return to ESPN and working with Robbie and Mike.”
Buhl will return for his fourth season providing analysis after retiring from driving
in the IndyCar Series in April 2004 after 78 starts that included two victories and
30 top-10 finishes. He remains a co-owner of Dreyer & Reinbold Racing and is
the national spokesman for Racing For Kids. King, the radio voice of the
IndyCar Series, joins the broadcast team as pit reporter. King and Jenkins are
two of only five men who have been the ”Radio Voice of the 500.”
ESPN2 has been the exclusive home of the Indy Pro Series since the series debuted in 2002. In 2007, the
Freedom 100 from the Indianapolis Motor Speedway on Carb Day (May 25) will be aired on the same day
while the remaining telecasts will typically air on the Thursday or Friday following the race.
ESPN2 telecasts more than 4,800 hours of live and/or original programming to more than 91 million homes
each year. The race telecasts will also air around the globe on various ESPN affiliates.
American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
”Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage of Motor Sports”
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Race News Magazine Debuts

Mittman: The Borg And The Vince

The Colts took the trophy on a tour for fans to see and get their
photo taken touching it. The wait in line was 2 hours, but worth
every minute of moving up and down the aisles of a Meijer store in
surburban Indianapolis to finally pose beside it while touching it
through a hole in the top of its protective glass case. Of course,
the trophy only represents 41 Super Bowls while the Borg covers
90 Indy 500s.

A Moving Update From The Elliman’s
Friends: We have sold our house and are back in Grosse Pointe for a few days packing up our stuff. It will
go into storage and will eventually be moved to Maine, where we intend to live, probably starting late
summer or early fall. Short term, we are going to New England for a few days, then back to California to do
some more “camping”. We’ll be shopping for a place to live in Portland in late April and spending July at
Squirrel Island. The trip continues to be great, and you can be part of it at:
www.ontheroadwithtandb.blogspot.com

Jack Duffy
Jack Duffy, former AARWBA member and friend to many of our long-time members, died March 16 in
Levittown, Pa. He was 82. Jack was best known as Linda Vaughn’s “boss” during his time as vice president
of public relations for Hurst Performance. Jack retired from the Navy with the rank of Lieutenant Commander and served in both World War II and in Korea. He earned many honors in motorsports, including
NHRA “PR Man of the Year.”
Michael Knight first met Jack in the early 1970s and remembered him as “one of PR’s all-time greatest
practitioners. Like another PR legend, Jim Chapman, Jack reached out to make new friends everywhere he
went. His approach was, ‘What can I do to help you?,’ which is so lacking today. I’ll forever be grateful to
Jack for his encouragement and friendship as I moved from a trade paper freelancer to assistant sports
editor at the Philadelphia Daily News. One of the best tributes Jack ever received came from another friend
of mine, Bill Simmons, the late Philadelphia Inquirer auto editor and former AARWBA eastern vice president. Bill was known to be a bit skeptical of what PR people told him, but told me he always trusted Jack.”

Art Flores Sister Writes To Gil Boufard
Dear Gil,
Thanks so much for the calendars and especially for remembering Art in such a lovely way-He would have
been so pleased. Its hard to believe it has already been 3 years. A day doesn’t go by when I don’t think
about him.
Our son Marty is home for spring break. He is now a sophomore in college and plans on being a history
major-one of Art’s passions Art loved Marty so much. I’m sure he inherited Art’s history gene.
Thanks for thinking of me.
Pat

Dave Densmore Recovering Well
Dave Densmore, John Force’s longtime PR guru and AARWBA affiliate member, recently underwent
quintuple heart bypass surgery. As this newsletter closed, Dave was recovering well at his Rhome, Texas
home, assisting as he could with media communications regarding Eric Medlen after Medlen’s accident in a
post-Gainesville test. Denzy has been a great supporter of AARWBA and the All-America Team dinner and
all AARWBA members wish him a speedy recovery.
American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
”Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage of Motor Sports”
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Dick Mittman, former AARWBA executive secretary, has spent a
half century viewing, writing about and taking photographs of the
Borg Warner Trophy, honoring all of the Indy 500 champions, at
the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, but he had never seen the
Vince Lombardi Trophy until after his hometown Colts won the
Super Bowl in early February.

Greg Cozzo Joins Lucas Oil Broadcast Team
CA Track Announcer / Show Host joins teams as LUCAS OIL TV
announces new West Coast Lineup

Greg Cozzo, producer and host of Race Radio, heard on San Bernardino/Riverside CA MRN/PRN affiliate
KTDD and track announcer at historic Orange Show Speedway in San
Bernardino, CA will join the broadcast team providing commentary for
the series as well as a select number of USAC and additional events
throughout 2007. Joining Greg will be Kenny and Gladys from the hugely
popular Speed Freaks radio and TV programs.
Cozzo: “I’m honored to get the opportunity to share local racing’s great history and it’s stories with a great
team and organization that is committed to the racing community like Lucas Oil.”
Race Radio is a radio talk show celebrating auto racing and it’s many levels and more importantly it’s great
fans and fantastic stories.
Inquiries about the newly formed Lucas Oil TV production may be directed to Dennis @ Lucas Oil TV
951-270-0154. Inquiries about the great lineup from Speed Freaks may contact Kenny Sargent at 818-9959159 or KennyS@speedfreaks.tv

AARWBA Racing Media Guidelines Reminders
A reminder to all members of the importance of conducting ourselves as professionals.
This is just a snippet of the guidelines as they appear on the AARWBA website.
Visit the site for the complete list.
1. The racing reporter’s obligation to report fairly, objectively and completely is to accurately inform the interested race
fan (paying public) of the activities before, during, and after a motor sports event and responsibly support the sport, the
promoter and the competitors.
2. No responsible member of the media ever will intentionally falsely report or distort. Although mistakes can and do
occur, any member found to be intentionally filing misleading, false or grossly biased reports will have his or her
AARWBA membership suspended or revoked.
3. An AARWBA membership card is not and has no reason to be Carte Blanche for accreditation at any track. It simply
identifies the bearer as a professional motor sports journalist.
4. Requests for special considerations (freebies, extra credentials, special parking) are just that—requests. There is
no obligation on the part of the promoter to grant them and rejection should not affect the media members treatment
of the promoter.
5. The racing reporter should request credentials well in advance of an event to be covered - at least two weeks. More
time should be allowed if this is his/her first race at a track or if the event is among the very biggest - i.e., lndianapolis.
Also, if his/her plans change and he/she is not going to cover a race for which he/she has requested credentials, he/she
should give the promoter the courtesy of canceling as soon as possible.
6. There is no AARWBA position for or against “freebies,” gifts, etc. It is a matter between the journalist
(and the employer) and the promoter.
7. Threats of a boycott by a journalist are no more ethical than threats of denial of credentials by a promoter. Both are
intolerable.

American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
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Lucas Oil has recently taken TV production in house in support of the over 14+ divisions across the US that
Lucas Oil serves as primary sponsor, as well as numerous affiliate sponsorships. In support, the Lucas Oil
Hoosier Tire West Modified Series presented by Torco Racing Fuels, Lucas Oil TV will broadcast all 9 tour
races in the 2007 season. Primary airing for all episodes will be nationally seen on the Versus Network.

The AARWBA Ombudsman
How to Get Help Resolving Work Concerns
Mission Statement: “To provide AARWBA members who have legitimate concerns (regarding issues such as
credentials, access, and treatment by drivers, owners, officials, track and sanctioning organization personnel and
other media sources), which affect their ability to perform their work assignments, an intermediary through which to
address and attempt to resolve those concerns.”

1. The member will contact his/her appropriate regional Vice President, or a Vice President in attendance at the
event.
2. The Vice President will review the situation and will have full discretion to determine if the matter falls under the
Ombudsman Mission Statement. If so, the VP will attempt to quickly resolve the issue or achieve a reasonable
settlement.
3. The VP will report back to the AARWBA Board. If necessary, the VP may request the President to activate the full
Ombudsman Committee. The Committee will consist of three persons:
a) The VP who first reviewed the matter, who will lead the Committee;
b) A person, appointed by the President, who may have special knowledge of, or expertise in, the area of
concern;
c) Michael Knight, who has experience on both the media and PR side of the motorsports industry, will
serve as a permanent member of the Committee.
d) If, for any reason, it is deemed inappropriate for any Committee member to serve, the President will
appoint a replacement.
4. The Committee will have complete authority from AARWBA to attempt to bring the member’s concern to the best
obtainable resolution.
5. The appropriate regional VP will keep the member informed of developments throughout the process. The
Committee’s on-going work activities will be considered “confidential” and not for the knowledge of anyone beyond
the immediate parties and the AARWBA Board.
6. The Committee, upon completion of its work, will report back to the AARWBA Board. The Committee will then
communicate its final report to all involved parties. The Committee will recommend to the Board what, if anything, to
report to the full membership via the AARWBA newsletter. The Board will have the final decision on what information,
if any, to make public.

AARWBA Ombudsman Contacts:
President: Dusty Brandel, aarwba@compuserve.com
National Vice President: Mike Hollander, racing@motorsportsforum.com
Eastern Vice President: Lewis Franck, lfranck@ix.netcom.com
Southern Vice President: Mike Harris, msharris@ap.org
Midwest Vice President: Ron Lemasters, rlemasters14@comcast.net
Western Vice President: Susan Wade, susanw7754@aol.com
Secretary-Treasurer: Dr. George Peters, BarJean@prodigy.net
Ombudsman Committee Member: Michael Knight, SpinDoctor500@aol.com

AARWBA thanks Valvoline for renewing its
Founding Sponsorship of the Ombudsman program
American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
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Process: An AARWBA member who believes he/she has a legitimate concern to bring to the AARWBA
Ombudsman will follow this process:

Team Tylenol drivers, in background, Jimmie Johnson, Kevin Harvick and Elliott Sadler (L-to-R)
join in announcement of Tylenol’s status as the new “official pain reliever of NASCAR.”
In foreground, NASCAR Vice President of Corporate Communications Jim Hunter (left)
and McNeil Vice President of Marketing Eric Bruno.

There Is Something You Can Do!
The next time - and everytime - you attend a race event,
bring along a copy of the mini-poster attached to this
newsletter. Display it near your work area in the media
center so others can see it. It should generate some
interest and inquiries about the AARWBA.
When someone does ask about the organization, show
them the website www.aawrba.org and tell them why
they too should join!
All you need to do is remember to print out the mini-poster
and take it with you when you are traveling to the track.
Quick, easy, and a great way for you to do something
positive for your peers!
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Tylenol Announced As The Official Pain Reliever Of NASCAR
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ALL AMERICA TEAM BANQUET
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES AT SELECTED EVENTS
American Auto Racing Writers and Broadcasters Association
922 North Pass Avenue, Burbank, California, 91505 USA
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