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Annual AARWBA Indy 500
Breakfast

Need A Room For The
Indy 500?
Contact:
Dawne Smith - General Manager
Sleep Inn Airport West
P: 317-247-4100
or at 317-487-9800.
E-mail: gm.in091@choicehotels,com

Hotel Guests Receive:
* Free shuttle service to and from the Speedway throughout the entire event
* Guest Appreciation Party the night before the
race
* Early breakfast on race day

May 23rd, the day before the
Indianapolis 500 Mile Race
Brickyard Crossing
Golf Resort & Inn - Pavilion
Driver interviews - Jigger and
Angelo Angelopolous Awards Writing, Broadcast and Photography
Contest Winners -Door prizes

Reservations required.
Members may email to: dusty@aarwba.org
Tickets from Dusty in the Media Center
or at the door
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* 24-hour complimentary airport transportation
* Use of the indoor pool w/whirlpool and exercise facility at the Comfort Inn & Suites next
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American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
“Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage Of Motor Sports”

Earlier this year, at Atlanta Motor Speedway, Aflac officials announced that the insurance
company will take over sponsorship of one of auto racing's most prestigious independent
awards, the Motorsports Journalism Award of Excellence. An annual tradition for motorsports
journalists since 1985, the awards, administered by Lowe's Motor Speedway, were developed
to recognize distinguished coverage of motorsports journalism and to honor Russ Catlin, a
pioneer of motorsports media.
The 2008 awards will be announced at the Coca-Cola 600 weekend in May at Lowe's Motor
Speedway.
An award application appears at the end of this issue of ImPRESSions.

This month’s issue of ImPRESSSions is sponsored by

American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
“Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage Of Motor Sports”
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AFLAC SPONSORS JOURNALISM AWARD

Tuskegee Airmen To Be Honored At Indy
'Red Tail' Race Car Project Underway
The Indianapolis Motor Speedway has a long tradition of honoring America's armed forces at the Indianapolis 500 over the Memorial Day weekend each May. This year a group of original Tuskegee
Airmen will be among America's servicemen honored in festivities leading up to the race, including the
pre-race festivities on race day morning, Sunday, May 24.
The Tuskegee Airmen were the first all-black aviation unit in the United States military. Formed in
July 1941, its members trained at a segregated
base at Tuskegee, Ala., from whence they got their
name. Despite great odds and outright prejudice,
they helped America win World War II and end
racial segregation in the military through courage,
tenacity, perseverance and patriotism.

From left to right, Junious Matthews, retired Air Force Lieutenant
Colonel Spann Watson, Andrew Prendeville and Weyman Watson
visit in the garage area at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway prior to
last May's Freedom 100 Firestone Indy Lights race.
(Photo by Vicki Kilmer-Rinker)

"People have to understand we were forced to
train, fly and go to war as a separate air corps, not
because we wanted to, but because it was the only
choice we had," said retired Air Force Lieutenant
Colonel Spann Watson, one of the first Tuskegee
pilots to go overseas and fight. "We couldn't let
black America down, and we couldn't let America
down, so we persevered and excelled, and
America is a better place because of it."

The 332nd Fighter Group, composed of Tuskegee Airmen's 99th, 100th, 301st and 302nd Fighter
Squadrons and known as the "Red Tails" for their aircrafts' distinctive paint scheme, went on to complete 1,578 combat missions, compiling the best bomber escort record of the war and paving the way
for the civil rights movement of the fifties and
sixties. In all the Tuskegee Airmen were credited with damaging or destroying 409 enemy
aircraft, garnering 744 medals, including 150
Distinguished Flying Crosses.
At 92 years of age, Watson and his comrades
are ready to take on one more mission supporting Junious Matthews, a longtime
racer and African-American who is striving to
enter a "Red Tail" car in the Indianapolis 500
in their honor.
"The way we see it, he's carrying on in the
spirit of the Tuskegee Airmen," said Watson.
"That, and the way the Speedway has
opened its arms to us, is quite an honor. So
we're happy to be part of this great event, and we're behind what Junious is trying to do."
"We've formed a team, Top Cover Racing, which pays tribute to the airmen with a Red Tail paint
scheme on our cars," explained Matthews. "We're very close to officially entering the race. If we get
the sponsorship we need, there'll be a Red Tail race car attempting to make the 500."
American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
“Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage Of Motor Sports”
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Submitted By Linda Mansfield

The AARWBA Ombudsman
How to Get Help Resolving Work Concerns

Process: An AARWBA member who believes he/she has a legitimate concern to bring to the AARWBA
Ombudsman will follow this process:
1. The member will contact his/her appropriate regional Vice President, or a Vice President in attendance at the event.
2. The Vice President will review the situation and will have full discretion to determine if the matter falls under the Ombudsman Mission Statement. If so, the VP will attempt to quickly resolve the issue or achieve a reasonable settlement.
3. The VP will report back to the AARWBA Board. If necessary, the VP may request the President to activate the full
Ombudsman Committee. The Committee will consist of three persons:
a) The VP who first reviewed the matter, who will lead the Committee;
b) A person, appointed by the President, who may have special knowledge of, or expertise in, the area of
concern;
c) Michael Knight, who has experience on both the media and PR side of the motorsports industry, will
serve as a permanent member of the Committee.
d) If, for any reason, it is deemed inappropriate for any Committee member to serve, the President will
appoint a replacement.
4. The Committee will have complete authority from AARWBA to attempt to bring the member’s concern to the best obtainable resolution.
5. The appropriate regional VP will keep the member informed of developments throughout the process. The
Committee’s on-going work activities will be considered “confidential” and not for the knowledge of anyone beyond the
immediate parties and the AARWBA Board.
6. The Committee, upon completion of its work, will report back to the AARWBA Board. The Committee will then communicate its final report to all involved parties. The Committee will recommend to the Board what, if anything, to report to the
full membership via the AARWBA newsletter. The Board will have the final decision on what information, if any, to make
public.

AARWBA Ombudsman Contacts:
President: Dusty Brandel, dusty.brandel@gmail.com
National Vice President: Susan Wade, susanw7754@aol.com
Eastern Vice President: Lewis Franck, lfranck@ix.netcom.com
Southern Vice President: Mike Harris, msharris@ap.org
Midwest Vice President: Ron Lemasters, rlemasters14@comcast.net
Western Vice President: Anne Proffitt, anne.proffit@gmail.com
Secretary-Treasurer: Dr. George Peters, BarJean@prodigy.net
Ombudsman Committee Member: Michael Knight, SpinDoctor500@aol.com

AARWBA Once Again Thanks
Valvoline for Renewing Its
Founding Sponsorship
Of the
Ombudsman Program
American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
“Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage Of Motor Sports”
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Mission Statement: “To provide AARWBA members who have legitimate concerns (regarding issues such as credentials, access, and treatment by drivers, owners, officials, track and sanctioning organization personnel and other media
sources), which affect their ability to perform their work assignments, an intermediary through which to address and attempt to resolve those concerns.”

Have You Been To Indy?
Send your memories to:
Andy Hartwell - ashartwell@att.net
or to:
Dusty Brandel - dusty.brandel@gmail.com

My Two And A Half Visits To Indy
By Paul T. Glessner, M.S.
I graduated St. Madeline's Elementary school in
1975 in a suburb of Philadelphia and with that momentous occasion, my father surprised his 14 year
old son with a trip to see the Indy 500 that same year.
A dad and his son. I remember staring out the airplane's window to this day as we entered the arrival
pattern for Indianapolis (I started flying airplanes two
years later.).
As many of you know, Saturday before the big race is
full of so many things to take
advantage of such as the
parade in downtown Indy,
the museum, the sprint cars
at the fairgrounds and walking the infield. I remember
my father getting us into the
SUNOCO suite as he was
the corporate architect for
Sun Oil Co. overseeing all of
the designs of their offices
and laboratories. Since
Mark Donohue was my hero
growing up (aeroseminars.com), getting Roger's, Tom
Sneva's and Bobby Allison's autograph on my poster
of Mark Donohue winning the '72 Indy made my day
for sure as Mark was racing F1 abroad. Tom and
Bobby were 'okay' substitutes. I am so fond of that
poster, even today, that it was framed in glass a long
time ago.
Please keep in
mind that three
years earlier, I was
'on cloud nine'
when Mark gave
me his racing suit
within a few months
after winning the
1972 Indy 500
which I still own today and that I would
later be serving his
funeral as an altar
boy two and a half
months later that
year.

Photo Courtesy Indianapolis Motor Speedway

But the situation that came a close second to those set of
signatures I obtained was a chance meeting with AJ Foyt.
I was walking by an office outside of Gasoline Alley with
about eight photographers in a group waiting impatiently
for something. I asked who they were waiting for and they
replied, "AJ Foyt is seated in the office." I peered in the
old wooden door's window panes and sure enough - "AJ
Foyt" seated across from an administration woman at a
low desk with his large arms showing out from his white
short sleeve shirt. Well, 'that' was an autograph I had to
get. I waited, too. I didn't have a plane to catch or call to
make to my stockbroker at that time. Some 15 minutes
later he exited and I politely both touched him on his arm
and asked for him to autograph a postcard I had gotten
from the museum. To this day, I think I might be in about
eight magazines, newspapers and/or family albums
somewhere in the world as the photogs circled the kid
getting AJ's autograph from him.
Well, then came race day. It is all a blur today but two
things stand out for sure. I remember Tom Sneva's horrendous and fiery crash in Turn 2. Since I was four years
shy of being able to enter 'Gasoline Alley,' I had to wait
outside its fenced perimeter until dad's mission of photographing Tom's car, as it was being trucked to Penske's
garages, was completed. While milling around trying to
keep myself occupied, I saw a diamond in the rough that
could be looked upon years from then as memorabilia.

There
leaning
against the fence
was a rear wing
from
Pancho
Carter's practice
accident with its
endplate's rubberized
"GOODYEAR"
letters there for
the taking. The
wing was useless (see pic). So, I worked my fingers
through the small matrix of openings and GOT the 'G, O,
A and some of the foot' from the GOODYEAR decal with
a fleck or two of the car's white paint scheme. It proudly
resides on that year's program to this day

American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
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If you have attended the Indy 500, please send us a note telling us
how many times, when you first went and for what reason, and do
tell us about your most memorable year at the Brickyard.

Secondly, I remember how the race was rain shortened.
Cars were sliding around at times like they were on ice
when pushed but Bobby Unser persevered to win in
Gurney's Eagle (fyi - 51 wins for the Eagle chassis). I
had obtained Bobby's autograph earlier, as well. At 14
years old I was working over-time to get 'my' story:
autographs and memorabilia.
My second and last physical trip to Indy in 1987 highlights Roger Penske's affinity to remember people, their
faces and names than anything else. It was during
another pre-race Saturday while I was walking with my
date, Jodi, that I walked past the stanchions outside
Roger's garages (I am rarely in the same zip code as
Roger Penske, remember!) and entered the secret
world of Penske Racing. I asked Peter Parrot if 'Roger'
was around. He pointed to the corner of the garage and
there was Roger talking to three guys in 'suits.' I walked
over and both patiently and politely waited at least 15
feet away to wait for an opening to give Roger an
obligatory "Good luck!" when he stopped his conversation with them, looked at me and said, "Paul, how are
you?" I COULD HAVE DIED! The last time he saw me
was in paragraph two of this column, 12 years earlier. Of
course, I came out of that garage 'and quietly' professed
to Jodi that Roger remembered me. Yes, those were the
days!

I had to take a technical writing class and chose 'winglets' to
research and discuss which led me to immediately think of its
advantages 'on the ground.' I explained to Roger the advantages of the wing design I envisioned in about 10 sentences and
two years later with interaction from his designer Geoff Ferris
in Poole, England and team manager, Derrick Walker, my wing
design was raced at the 1983 Indy on both of the cars Roger
fielded. They garnered the next two best spots besides winning
- second and third place. Second and third place! So close and
yet so far away, uh? I will never say that those results were due
to me or the wing alone but to move a mogul like Roger Penske
at 20 y.o. was so very thrilling and exciting. Needless to say,
having Roger as a reference prior to graduating college and
having done my senior thesis on winglets with real world
experience was 'WOW^3.'

So, how did the 'half' trip come about? It was when I put
a bug in Joanne's ear, Roger's secretary, while studying
aerospace engineering and aerodynamics at Penn
State back in 1981, about a possible wing design for
Roger's cars. Days later, my South Philly roommate up
at Penn State hollered that someone was on phone for
me. I picked up an extension and said, "Hello, this is
Paul." "Paul, this is Roger Penske," he calmly said. I
immediately stated, "ROGER, sorry for calling you Roger!" I was 20 and had Roger Penske calling me. Wow.

American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
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Two And A Half Visits To Indy continued

From The Archives

AARWBA members attending the 35th annual Toyota
Grand Prix of Long Beach are invited to attend the
Motorsports Industry Association (MIA) conference on
April 16 at the Long Beach Convention Center.

AARWBA Western Vice-President Michael F.
Hollander presents the Horsepower Award to
Bobby Hamilton, who was unable to attend the
2005 banquet as J.C. Agajanian Jr. helps.
Photo by Dusty Brandel

Do you have a favorite old photo
of you, at work, covering
motorsports?
If so, please send it to the
editor - with a short caption - and
we will run it in a future issue of

ImPRESSions.

"The Race Goes Green" is the name of the gathering, an
MIA cleaner racing conference that targets "green" high
performance and other innovative solutions from the
advanced engineering sector.
The purpose of the conference is…
- To share information on the latest developments in
powertrain, materials, aerodynamics and vehicle dynamics
- To bring together leaders from motorsports companies,
car manufacturers, aerospace companies, new energy
companies and their technology suppliers for networking
and business development
- To discuss current and future technology trends and the
associated business opportunities
AutoNation CEO and chairman Mike Jackson is the
keynote speaker of the conference, which is being held
in association with the Toyota Grand Prix of Long Beach
and SEMA.
Other speakers include:
Bob Peirce, British Consul General
Don Taylor from NHRA
Herb Fishel, formerly with GM Racing
Chris Kersting, SEMA president
Pete Spence, technical director at TRDD
Scott Atherton, president and CEO of the ALMS
Nick Wirth of Wirth Design
Nick Hayes, former managing director of Cosworth UK
and head of engine R&D at Richard Childress Racing.

The AARWBA Member Forum
Is On-Line!
http://aarwba.org/smf/index.php
Why not sign in and chat with your fellow
members? Go ahead and swap war
stories - or make a few up!
The Member Forum is only open
to AARWBA members. You can use this
forum to present your views, or ask
questions and get useful answers from
your peers in the motorsports media.

MIA will kindly waive fees for the conference, which includes attendance at the ALMS practice session.

For more info, or to sign up, contact
Western VP Anne Proffit at
anne.proffit@gmail.com
or visit the website at:
http://www.the-mia.com/events_diary.cfm/flag/2/e_id/207

American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
“Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage Of Motor Sports”
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AARWBA Members Invited To MIA

Gil Bouffard Comments On The USF1 Team
PARDON ME!?!
Somebody Has Just Parked A Bandwagon Outside
My Window And I've Just Gotta Jump On!
Hokey Dokes! A real Red-White and Blue Bandwagon, festooned with bunting and everything! By
now you have probably figured out that I am talking
about the announcement on 4 February, that race
car engineer, Ken Anderson and SPEED's Formula
One pit reporter Peter Windsor are forming an
America (North Carolina, to be exact) based Formula One racing team under the title USF1!
So, what's the significance of 4 February? It's my
BIRTHDAY!
So I'm sitting in front of my computer scrolling my
way through numerous emails looking for at least
one - ONE Birthday greeting when I come upon
Motorsport-Total.com the German language daily
newsletter (one of the numerous motorsport newsletters that I receive) with the headline."Made in
America": Neues Team aus den USA!" I read on.
"Exklusiv bei 'Motorsport-Total.com': In den USA
wird derzeit an einem neuen Team gearbeitet Präsentation noch im Februar geplant."
Holy Star Spangled Banner! Bat Dude! An American Formula One Grand Prix Team! Now, That's a
Birthday Present!

As many of you
know, I have always
been a proponent of
Americans racing at
the highest international level of motorsport. Briggs
Cunningham's cars
racing at Le Mans,
Lucky Casner's
CAMORADI USA
team and every
American racing
driver from Harry
Schell and *Masten
Gregory to the disappointments of Michael Andretti and
Scott Speed. Every attempt to create an American Formula One team from Lance Reventlow's ill fated Scarab
to Dan Gurney's Eagles, the UOP Shadows and the
aforementioned Parnelli's and Penske's.
* The late Masten Gregory had the distinction of being
the first American to score, what today would be a podium finish, when he placed his Maserati 250F second in
1957 to "The Maestro," Juan Manuel Fangio, at the
Grand Prix of Monaco.
Now here is an American Formula One Team being operated out of Charlotte, North Carolina, "THE HEART OF
NASCAR COUNTRY!" Lee Petty, Fireball Roberts,
Smokey Yunick and the rest of the "Good 'Ol Boys gotta
be rollin in their graves!
While plans call for the team to have a "Forward Operating Base," in Spain, I am particularly pleased to see
Charlie Kimball and Jonathan Summerton's names being
listed in the current driver discussions. Both Kimball and
Summerton have raced extensively in Europe and with
A1 Grand Prix Team USA. This puts them streets ahead
of any "Big Name Indy Car" racer.

My first thought is. "I wonder if the guys at
www.crash.net have anything on this?" So off I go
searching to see if any other news sites have the
announcement. Well, they do, but not right away.

If the USF1 organization really want's to get the average
American Formula One Fan's support, they would do well
to put a subscription support group together.

There has not been an American Formula One racing team since Parnelli Jones' VPJ-1 and Roger
Penske's PC Formula One teams of the seventies,
have there been serious attempts at fielding an
American World Championship Formula One team.
I don't count the BEATRICE/Ford F1 team because
the cars were built by Lola in England!

I still have my Dan Gurney Charter Member EAGLE
CLUB Lapel Pin!

American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
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Submitted by Gil Bouffard

IF YOU HAVE EVER THOUGHT THAT YOU HAVE SEEN IT ALL... READ ON!

Last March I wrote about John Fitch, Automotive
Safety Pioneer and The Sports Car Club of America's First Champion and the problem with the State
of Connecticut! I had been misinformed by a colleague that the problem had been resolved and so I
took the article from the site.
Why did I say that I was misinformed? Because
Monday evening 16 March, I had a phone conversation with John Fitch who told me that the state of
Connecticut is placing a lien on his house!
John Fitch, automobile safety advocate, 1950s auto
racing star, World War II aviator and POW camp
survivor is being hounded to bankruptcy by the state
of Connecticut's Department of Environmental Protection for having had a pair of 1000 gallon heating
oil tanks which had unbeknownst to him, developed
leaks into the surrounding ground at his historic
242-year old Lime Rock home.
The 92 year old Fitch, after determining that the
tanks leaked, duly dug them up and had them replaced. Upon performing this task, he notified the
Connecticut bureaucracy who in turn, have thrown
the book at him, saddling John with a nearly
$350,000 debt for alleged hazmat mitigation! This
on top of John's burden of having to pay approximately $10,000 nursing home care for his dear and
devoted late wife Elizabeth, who died on Feb. 16th
at the age of 91.
Personally, I recognize that "hazardous materials,"
are bad! But I have to wonder about a state that is
one of the original 13 colonies applying what have
to be draconian modern requirements against property that predates the Constitution of the United
States!
I was born and raised in Wethersfield, Connecticut,
and as a youngster watched John Fitch race at
Thompson Speedway and Watkins Glen (NY). I also
attended some of the first races at Lime Rock Park,
in Northwestern Connecticut in 1957. I was a resident of the Connecticut Junior Republic for Boys
and I can attest to the harsh winters in that corner of
Connecticut!
I hitchhiked from Litchfield to Lime Rock for those
races. (Not something I'd recommend today). Besides watching John, Walt Hansgen and Briggs
Cunningham, I saw Carroll Shelby win a pair of
SCCA National races. First with a John Edgar entered Maserati 300S and later a big roaring Maserati
450S V-8 Maserati, again entered by John Edgar. I
saw Denise McCluggage race a Maserati A6GCS
and Walter Cronkite (Yep! CBS News venerable
newsman!) raced a Lotus during an SCCA driving
school event.

Photo courtesy www.ashautomobilia.com

Leaving aside the historic significance of the Fitch home
and the Fitch family name, (cited below) there are the
contributions and sacrifices made by John Fitch personally. As a World War II aviator, John Fitch successfully flew
numerous combat missions over enemy territory. He is
credited with being one of the first Americans to shoot
down a Messerschmitt ME 262 Jet Fighter before being
shot down and interred in a German Prisoner Of War
camp. Upon his return to freedom, Fitch raced sports cars
successfully for 18 years, starting with the iconic MG TC
in 1948.
In 1951, John Fitch became the SCCA's first Road Racing
Champion. He also became a part of the racing team
fielded by Connecticut's Briggs S. Cunningham in his
(Cunningham's) attempts to field an american-built sports
car to race in in international competition including the 24
Hours of Le Mans. In 1955, Fitch was the only American
racing with the famed Mercedes Benz Sports Car racing
team. John Fitch later went on to set a string of records in
the early Chevrolet Corvettes.
John Fitch also invented those sand filled yellow protection devices called Fitch Inertial Safety Barriers, that you
find along the highways to soften the blows from crashing
into bridge abutments and highway off ramps.
To learn more about John Fitch and his accomplishments
visit his web site: racesafety.com
To learn more about the Fitch Family name and its significance to American History, of which the current John
Fitch has contributed greatly, I recommend "The Life of

...continues on next page
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John Fitch’s Plight Continues - Submitted by Gil Bouffard

Plight Of John Fitch
Continued

About The AARWBA
‘Straight Shooter’ Award

Visit SpeedStyle Magazine at
www.hspeedstylemagazine.com for even more
information affecting a true hero and patriot!
This is a link that provides more details of the row
between John Fitch and the State of Connecticut:
http://www.docrebuild.com/curr-evnt/currentevents116.html
Outraged by what appears to be Connecticut's
bureaucratic heavy-handedness, John Fitch's
friends banded together to provide some financial
relief for John and his wife. Notably, the Vintage
Sports Car Club of America graciously offered to
help with legal expenses, and a fund was established last year to help pay for the excavation and
soil cleaning costs.
Checks payable to
“The Friends of Fitch Homestead Fund"
may be sent to:
Salisbury Bank and Trust Company
P.O. Box 1868
Lakeville, CT 06039

Through support of Fernandez Racing of the Indy Racing
League, the award includes a plaque and a $500 prize, presented annually at the AARWBA Breakfast on the Saturday
prior to the Indianapolis 500 Mile Race.
Flores, who died in 2004, and Hussey, who died in 2000, were
both long-time award-winning motorsports photographers. Fernandez Racing driver-owner Adrian Fernandez, and team coowner Tom Anderson, suggested renaming the honor in recognition of Flores’ and Hussey’s contributions to racing.
The first "Straight Shooters" Award was presented to the CART
Simple Green Safety Team on January 12, 2002 at the 2002 All
America Banquet. The team received the award in recognition
of their successful efforts to save the life of driver Alex Zanardi
following his crash at the CART German 500.
The second "Straight Shooters" Award was presented to Al
Speyer of Bridgestone / Firestone for his equanimity and service to the sports of Champ Car and Indy Car Racing.
The third "Straight Shooters" Award in memory of photographers Art Flores and Ron Hussey was presented on May 28,
2005 to photographer Dan R. Boyd.
The fourth "Straight Shooters" Award in memory of photographers Art Flores and Ron Hussey was presented on May 27,
2006 to IMS Chief photographer Ron McQueeney.

You may like to join the mailing program
by writing
M. Jodi Rell, Governor, State of Connecticut,
State Capitol, 210 Capitol Avenue
Hartford, CT 06106

The fifth "Straight Shooters" Award in memory of photographers Art Flores and Ron Hussey was presented on May 26,
2007 to USAC Chief photographer John Mahoney.

Racing Loses Media Pioneers
We recently lost several Media pioneers
and friends. We say farewell, gentlemen,
and thank you for your contributions to
the promotion of motorsports.
T. Taylor Warren, longtime NASCAR
photographer, who shot the famous 1959
Daytona 500 three wide finish.
Racing broadcaster, promoter, publisher,
and former AARWBA member
Hal Hamrick.
NASCAR photographer Don Hunter also
passed away last year.

The sixth "Straight Shooters" Award in memory of
photographers Art Flores and Ron Hussey
was presented on May 24, 2008 to
photographer Phil Rider (above).
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Created by a group of photographers led by AARWBA Photo
Committee Chair, the late Art Flores, the "Straight Shooters"
Award is designed to be given to an individual or group that has
distinguished itself by its care for others in the racing community.

John Fitch The Inventor of the Steamboat" by
Thompson Westcott (1875) at:
history.rochester.edu/steam/westcott/

NAME:
MEDIA:
ADDRESS:
CITY, STATE, ZIP:
PHONE:
HOME ADDRESS:
PHONE:
E-MAIL ADDRESS:
ENTRY'S TITLE:
DATE OF PRINT OR BROADCAST:

Please check one entry type:
WRITING

BROADCAST (TV and Radio)

DAILY
LOCAL
OTHER
NATIONAL
Entry’s Title/Date Aired or Published (see below for number of allowable entries)
1
2
3

PHOTOJOURNALISM
LOCAL AND NATIONAL (One Award)

A. WRITING MEDIA REGULATIONS
Three maximum submissions per writer.
Internet website entries are welcomed. Must be hard-copied and follow all regulations listed below.
No co-author pieces accepted.
Clips or photocopies must be mocked up and centered on unlined, white paper (8.5 x 11). Do not fold or overlap the clip/photocopy .
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Remove all bylines, headlines, photos, cutlines, mastheads and all publication identification.
Entry form above must be fully completed.
No joint bylines accepted.
Each installment of a series counts as one entry. (A three-part series will be judged as three entries.)
Judging based on quality of writing, appropriateness of style, accuracy (as best determined by judges) and completeness.
Story must be about motorsports, track, driver, race, team, issue, etc., and published in 2008.
Failure to fully comply with the official WRITING MEDIA REGULATIONS will result in rejection.

B. BROADCAST MEDIA REGULATIONS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Two maximum submissions per individual
No joint entries accepted.
Entries must be no longer than 10 minutes in length.
Entry form above must be fully completed.
Judging based on visual and/or aural interest, quality of narration content (not voice quality), quality of editing and production, timeliness
Video entries must be submitted on DVD.
Story must be more than simply ‘...what happened at the track today,’ etc.
Story must be about motorsports, track, driver, race, team, issue, etc., and broadcast in 2008.
Failure to fully comply with official BROADCAST MEDIA REGULATIONS will result in rejection.

C. PHOTOJOURNALISM REGULATIONS
1
Two maximum submissions per photographer
2
No joint entries accepted.
3
Clips or photocopies of the photograph and cutline must be mocked up and centered on unlined, white paper (8.5 x 11). Do not fold or
4
Remove all publication and personal identification (mastheads, photo bylines, etc.)
5
Judging based on aesthetic quality, depth, visual intrigue, etc.
6
Photos must feature motorsports, track, road or track driver, race, team, etc., and have been published in 2008.
7
Entry form above must be fully completed.
8
Failure to fully comply with official PHOTO JOURNALISM REGULATIONS will result in rejection.
ALL ENTRIES MUST BE POSTMARKED BY APRIL 8, 2009.
SUBMIT ENTRIES TO:
AFLAC MOTORSPORTS JOURNALISM AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
C/O Breaking Limits
403 Gilead Rd., Suite A
Huntersville, NC 28078

