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Shav Glick - 1921 - 2007

MAKE YOUR HYATT ROOM 
RESERVATION ONLINE 

Members and guests can use the link below 
to make room reservations at the 

Indianapolis Hyatt, at our special rate, for 
the All-America Team dinner: 

Hyatt Room Reservation
New lobby and bar area of the Hyatt

Fountain in front of the Hyatt

https://resweb.passkey.com/Resweb.do?mode=welcome_ei_new&eventID=49906
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Dinner News
Tribute to France Jr., 

Parks, Glick At Dinner 
AARWBA will present an audio-visual tribute to 
Bill France Jr., Wally Parks and Shav Glick dur-
ing the 38th All-America Team ceremony, Satur-
day, January 12, at the Indianapolis Hyatt. In 
case you didn't know, France Jr. and Parks were 
longtime AARWBA corporate members. 

Shav Glick Newsmakers Forum
A new element of the All-America Team ceremo-
ny will be a pre-dinner session featuring a series 
of brief news announcements. This is intended 
to help make the evening a news event as well 
as a social occasion. 
This news conference has officially been desig-
nated as the Shav Glick Newsmakers Forum. It 
will start at 5:30 p.m. in a meeting room adjacent 
to the main ballroom at the Indianapolis Hyatt. 
Be sure to come early and bring your notepad, 
recorder and camera. 

This month’s issue of ImPRESSions is sponsored by

Budweiser Again Supports AARWBA
For the fourth consecutive All-America Team 
dinner, Budweiser will provide complimentary 
products for the enjoyment of our members and 
guests. Two self-serve Bud bars will be in the 
pre-dinner reception area. 
Budweiser recently announced a new multi-year 
extension of its "official beer" partnership with 
NHRA. Bud continues as sponsor of Brandon 
Bernstein's Top Fuel car in 2008 and becomes 
Kasey Kahne's new sponsor in the NASCAR 
Sprint Cup series. 

SCHEDULE OF All-AMERICA TEAM EVENTS 

Saturday, January 12, 2008 

5:30 p.m. -- Shav Glick Newsmakers Forum 
6-7 p.m. -- Reception. Co-hosts: ESPN and 

MAZDASPEED 
7 p.m. -- Dinner served
7:45 p.m. -- Ceremony 

If you haven't made your Hyatt room 
reservations or reserved your dinner 

tickets, please do so NOW!

Shav Glick and Dusty Brandel

https://resweb.passkey.com/Resweb.do?mode=welcome_ei_new&eventID=49906
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Doug Stokes
I have no more details than the fact that he died peace-
fully after what had been a very uncomfortable time for a 
man who had been so vigorous and seemingly so bullet-
proof for 85+ years. 

Shav Glick's work was always about the people.  Cover-
ing the most tech-enabled sport there is, Shav always 
preferred to print the stories about the folks who made 
the tech work.  

Not that he didn't understand or appreciate the mechani-
cal side of the racing sport, it was just that he understood 
that the real story always started with the first of the "5 
W's"!" Who?  

Motorsports movers and shakers?  Shav knew them all, 
and his calls were always taken, always returned.  Not 
out of fear, but because articles written under Shav's by-
line were considered important documents in his realm.  

One of only two journalists ever to be elected to the Mo-
torsports Hall of Fame; his words, his views, his inter-
views, were all plainly important to the sport.  He always 
understood that fact, but never let on that he did.  

By the way, he also got a lot of great mileage out of that 
last "W" as well: Why?

On a personal note: I got my job as the PR guy at Perris 
Auto Speedway on a one-word answer to a one-question 
job interview.  "Do you know Shav Glick?"   "Yes".  

I've previously noted the kind of respect that Shav had 
among the captains and princes of the industry.  He was 
universally respected, never feared, always revered.

He retooled Henry Ford's famous dictum by always ex-
plaining and (almost) never complaining.  He was ap-
proachable, open, friendly, but always a true,
tough journalist in every way when on the trail of a good 
story.

It seemed to me that he never broke a sweat, even while 
writing an exact number of column inches on a hard, 
fast-approaching deadline.  In reality his work only 
looked easy.  His stuff always read easily; one never had 
to go back into the copy to restring a thread of logic.  

I know that he worked hard on every sentence that he 
ever wrote, but his true talent was getting it right the first 
time.  Perhaps no other newspaper journalist ever had to 
publish fewer corrections, and, when he did, it was al-
ways in the same "size" type as his original story.

Re-reading what I've written above about my dear friend 
Shav Glick, I notice the word "always" cropping up in just 
about every 'graph.  Bad writing at its best.  However, for 
my writing talent level, there's no other way to explain 
this guy this morning.  He was just an "always" kind
of a person.

Godspeed Sir, Godspeed  - Doug Stokes

Shav Glick Remembered

Norm Froscher
He had dozens of them, but I am happy to say Shav Glick 
and I were good friends. Somehow, we always seemed to 
be on an identical wave-length, whether it be hustling for 
interviews at Indy, Daytona or wherever, or relaxing for a 
time after our chores were done.

Dare say if he or I were gonna discuss what we'd just writ-
ten, or about a press conference or a brush off from a too-
busy competitor, we were always pretty much on the 
same page.     

And all that even though I never played golf.

I first met Shav when I was at my initial meeting to preside 
over AARWBA at Indy back in... Lordy, 1978. I heard this 
fellow ask Dusty Brandel, "Where's Stormin?" and indeed, 
it was Shav, who wanted to wish me well in the endeavor, 
because he'd had a buildup of me from the then executive 
secretary of the group. We became friends immediately.

Shav wouldn't always be the first guy finished at the type-
writer, but you could always be confident his would be 
one of the better reports. 

Once, at Indy, during pre-race on the front stretch, I was 
brushed by a guy who was fairly trotting, hollering 'Shav, 
hey, Shav''. It was none other than James Garner of Mav-
erick fame and I was in awe. I asked Shav later what it 
was that was so all fired important, and he replied Garner 
was just making sure they had a foursome for golf the 
next morning. 

Yeah, probably after racing and writing, golf was Shav's 
main deal. 

He was a dear friend who leaves us with many wonderful 
memories from over the years. May all your putts be ea-
gles, Shav. We'll miss you. 

Thanks for letting me share,  Norm Froscher,  or as Shav 
would say, Stormin or Fro 

The photo above is on display in the media center at 
California Speedway

Member Shav Glick (left) and the former President of Riverside 
International Raceway and IROC innovator Les Richter, 

in front of the crowd before a NASCAR race.
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More Remembrances Of  Shav Glick
Dusty Brandel

Shav was a friend, a mentor, and the Western 
Vice President in the 80s before the Times policy 
said that he had to resign. He will be greatly 
missed by all AARWBA members.  

I feel that Shav was one of the finest journalists of 
our time. He had the ability of bringing the reader 
into the action when he wrote about a race. When 
he covered the people that made motorsports 
what it is today, you knew what motivated them, 
and who they were. His work was honored in the 
AARWBA media contest through the years, 
receiving over 35 awards for his writing from the 
judges. 

A revered journalist who not only wrote about mo-
torsports, but for years he covered golf, too. Golf 
was his passion as well.   He spent many, many 
days playing golf with the legends of the sport, 
other motorsports journalists, sponsors, sponsor 
reps and heads of sanctioning bodies.   

When AARWBA decided to revive the Jim Chap-
man Award, I remember asking Shav to present 
the Award at the All-America Team banquet.   His 
only question was, "Who will be the recipient?" 
When I replied is was to be a strict secret….but 
Doug Stokes.  His reply was YES! I approve!   He 
was on the committee ever since.

Johnny McDonald
When Shav Glick was inducted into the Novi Hall 
of Fame he gave Ray Marquette of the Indianapo-
lis Star and myself credit for guiding him through 
his early years of covering motor sports.  I was 
flattered and told him so. At the time he was still 
the golf writer on the Los Angeles Times. 

 
For him, it was quite a transition to a sport about 
which he knew nothing.  He took over Bob Thomas' 
job after he left for a successful   public relations 
career. Shav chose his words carefully, allowing 
some of the rest of us to blab away.   He was a 
great listener and I'll miss him.

Many of us who covered baseball, football, basket-
ball and boxing found this beat a challenge. The 
drivers, crews, car owners, sanctioning chiefs and 
promoters were the motivation material for in-depth 
stories.   Magazine writers would handle the techni-
cal stuff. Even so, Shav won a couple AARWBA 
writing awards with technical pieces.   He was a 
quick learner.  With integrity. 

Shav took to it in award-winning fashion, and the 
sport's celebrities found it easy to talk to him, with 

Links To A Selection Of Stories About Shav 
Los Angeles Times obit -- 
http://www.latimes.com/sports/la-me-
glick21oct21,1,2977782.story?track=rss 

Los Angeles Times column -- 
http://www.latimes.com/news/columnists/la-sp-
dwyre21oct21,1,6526222.column?coll=la-news-columns 

The Motor Sports Forum (by Mike Hollander) -- 
http://motorsportsforum.com/smf/index.php?topic=7176.0 

Champ Car website (by Michael Knight) -- 
http://www.champcarworldseries.com/News/Article.asp?ID=
12301 

Indianapolis Motor Speedway site -- 
http://www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com/news/story.php
?story_id=10096 

NHRA site -- http://www.nhra.com/content/news/24987.htm 

Michael Knight's blog (Oct. 23 post) -- 
www.SpinDoctor500blog.blogspot.com 

Other resources include the NASCAR Media site, which in-
cludes an article and photo gallery. Also, the 2006 AARWBA 
newsletter, a tribute to Shav at the time of his retirement. 
You can find it on the AARWBA.org site. 

an understanding he would be fair, accurate and thor-
ough. When it came time to choose between golf, a 
sport he had covered for years, and motorsports, he 
surprised everyone by selecting the latter.  He would 
become the dean of motor sports writers.

I ribbed him after NHRA named the Pomona drag strip 
press box in his honor.  You see at first he was not 
fond of the straightaway sport and was happy that golf 
tournaments in Los Angeles or San Diego were played 
the same time as the Winternationals.  But he grew to 
appreciate the sport of funny cars, fuel dragsters and 
the lot, which he covered with authority.

At Indianapolis Motor Speedway I usually sat next to 
Shav and Times columnist Jim Murray.  Jim never 
liked to look into the press books and usually queried 
me.  He never bothered Shav when he was writing his 
story.  Call it Times courtesy.

It was a grand time when Shav, Joe Dowdell, Jep 
Cadou, Dick Mittman, Bloys Britt, Chris Economaki 
and others gathered around a winning Indy race driv-
er.

As he felt we had done for him, I'm sure Shav was 
helpful to others embarked on this new adventure.  He 
was a friend and a writer I respected. Sadly, now, we 
have to say goodbye.  

The press box at Indianapolis will be a little empty next 
May.
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News & Notes
Our Condolences

AARWBA extends its condolences to 
Dick Mittman and his family on the 
passing of his wife, Pat Mittman.

“She was a lovely lady and we enjoyed many fun 
experiences together.” - Dusty Brandel

IndyStar passing notice here

Jack S. Peck Passes
Long-Time AARWBA Affiliate Mem-
ber Jack S. Peck 83, passed away 
on November 15th. Jack was born in 
New Richmond, Indiana, and lived in 
Indianapolis most of his life. He 
graduated from Shortridge High 
School in 1941 and from Indiana 
University in 1947 where he was a 
member of Phi Gamma Delta 
fraternity. 

During World War II, he served as 
Aviation Supply Officer aboard 

aircraft carrier USS Saginaw Bay (CVE-82) in the Pacific. 

In 1986, he retired as Chairman of the Board of Quinlan 
Keene Peck & McShay, now Quinlan Advertising. He 
was the former Chairman of Park County Cablevision, 
Rosedale Cablevision, and Knightstown Cablevision. He 
was a director of the World Trade Club of Indiana, and he 
served as a member of the board of directors of Junior 
Achievement. He also served as Director of the Bishop 
Raines Counseling and Care Center from 1974 to 1982. 

He was active in the Boy Scouts of America, and re-
ceived the Silver Beaver Award, Order of the Arrow, and 
was a member of the Crossroads of America Council 
board. He served as assistant scoutmaster for Troop 73 
from 1972 to 1980. He was a life member of the India-
napolis 500 Oldtimers Club and the United States 
Automobile Club, and served as President of the USAC 
Winners Circle Club. 

Jack was an American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcast-
ers Association member for over 30 years. Always 
helpful and he handled reservations for the annual 
AARWBA Indy 500 breakfast each May. 

He was a 32nd degree Mason and fifty year member of 
Scottish Rite and a ten year veteran of the Murat Shrine 
Highlanders Bagpipe Band. He was a member of the 
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association and a twin-engine, 
instrument rated pilot. Later during his life he became 
active in the Circle City Carvers Club. He was awarded a 
Sagamore of the Wabash by Governor Robert D. Orr in 
1986. He was a member and former board member of 
Meridian Street United Methodist Church.

The family thanks the caregivers in the Pulmonary Reha-
bilitation Department at Methodist Hospital, with special 
appreciation for Julie, Debbie, and Jane. He is survived 
by his loving wife of fifty eight years, Carolan, and their 
five children, Dr. Catheran A. Crafton (James), Susan 
Van Huss (William), Marcia Evans (David), Barbara 
Blickman (Michael), and Andrew Peck (Cynthia), all of 
whom reside in Indianapolis. He is also survived by his 
twelve grandchildren and one great-grandchild, Scott 
(Jessica) and Jenny Crafton; Abigail Van Huss Smith 
(Jason), Lindsay and Carolan Van Huss; John, Julia, and 
Claire Evans; Allison and Jeffrey Blickman; Alexandra 
and Jack Peck; and Ava Montgomery Smith. In lieu of 
flowers, contributions in his memory may be made to 
Meridian Street United Methodist Church. 

NHRA Honors Glick 
The NHRA announced at Pomona -- in the Shav 
Glick Media Center -- a $2,500 contribution to 
Pasadena City College in honor of Shav Glick. 
The college foundation annually presents two 
$500 scholarships -- The Shav Glick Journalism 
Scholarship -- to outstanding journalism students 
who are active members of the college newspa-
per.

Shav was the only two-time winner of the NHRA 
Media Award (1977 and 1985).

Dario Franchitti (center) IndyCar Series Champion, is 
presented his Third Quarter Driver of the Year trophy by 

AARWBA members Mike Harris of the Associated Press, on 
the left, and Lewis Franck of Sports Illustrated.com, on the 
right.   Harris and Franck are on the selection committee

http://www2.indystar.com/cgi-bin/obituaries/index.php?action=show&id=84578
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News & Notes

Doug Stokes presented this trophy to Shav 
Glick at (of all places) the Riverside Inn just 
before Christmas last year. Doug, Shav and 
Brian Tracy often played golf together with 
many side bets.

Stokes said, I "made" that monstrosity from a 
award that was given to me in 2000 for being 
the "Team Player of the Year" or something like 
that.  It sat on Shav's mantel at home in a place 
of honor.  He really loved it.  It was actually 
passed on to Brian Tracy in his will!" 

Shav was a soft-spoken force of nature. His 
legacy is quality writing that spoke so much 
louder than some of the reporting that passes 
for journalism these days.

Jim Wilson In Recovery

Past President Jim Wilson is recuperating at the 
Manor Care at Summer Trace in Indianapolis.

Jim had colon surgery on Oct. 22nd.  During his 
surgery he had a massive heart attack with full 
cardiac arrest.   He was in the CICU at St. Vin-
cent's in Indianapolis .  It was really touch and go 
for 10 days.  He is doing much better now.  The 
doctors were able to unblock the 3 clots in his 
heart and recently installed a pacemaker / defibril-
lator. 

Unfortunately, they told the family his colon cancer 
is in stage 4.  

Jim is going through his rehab-therapy which, 
takes from two to four weeks and then he should 
be back home on his own. His attitude is great. 

Cards and calls to Jim are encouraged.

Jim Wilson 
Rm. # 135  (his phone 317/810-5230) 
Manor Care at Summer Trace
12999 N. Pennsylvania St .
Carmel, IN 46032        Phone 317/848-2448

AARWBA Members: 
This is YOUR newsletter.  

Your editor, Andy Hartwell, would love to hear from 
you.  Write in and let him know what you are up to in 
the world of motorsports.  We need good news con-
tent from professionals like you that we can share 

with all the other professionals in the AARWBA.  And 
this newsletter is a great vehicle for announcing your 

recent successes to your peers! 
And you can even have your company 

or organization sponsor an issue! 
Send your words and photos to 

ashartwell@att.net

For issue sponsorship information 
contact:

 Michael Knight at spindoctor500@aol.com

or our President, Dusty Brandel, at 
aarwba@compuserve.com

The members of the AARWBA wish to 
again thank all of our sponsors 

for their support!
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Photos From Scelzi Award Presentation

NHRA PR Manager Michael Padian (left) and 
ESPN2 drag racing anchor Paul Page chat in the 

Shav Glick Media Center at Pomona 
during the Auto Club Finals. 1320TV Video Of Scelzi Receiving Award

Click here to watch a video of the presentation of 
AARWBA's Rick Mears "Good Guy" Award to 

Gary Scelzi at Pomona. Western VP Susan Wade 
kindly posted this on her 1320tv.com site.

Susan Wade, Gary Scelzi and NHRA's Bob Frey 

Scelzi and Dusty with the "Rick Mears Good Guy 
Award". Gary Scelzi is the first Drag Racer to 

receive this award. The last recipient was Rusty 
Wallace in 2005. (Photo by Anne Proffit)

The photo below is a group shot taken in back of the 
Pomona Suite and Media Center Tower.  Left to right: 

Larry Strunk, Anne Proffit, Judy Stropus, Anne 
Heckman, Bobbie Colgrove, NHRA President Tom 

Compton, Gary Scelzi, President Dusty Brandel, 
Western Area V.P. Susan Wade and Kay Presto.

http://www.1320tv.com/racevideos/autoclub.asp?vid=11-1-07/scelzi_aarwba_final&title=Gary%20Scelzi%20Receives%20AARWBA%20Honor&des=2005%20Funny%20Car%20champ%20becomes%20first%20drag%20racer%20to%20be%20presented%20Rick%20Mears%20Good%20Guy%20Award
http://www.1320tv.com
http://www.1320tv.com
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This month our Member Spotlight shines on Ernie Sax-
ton, a 50 year veteran of the motorsports scene. Ernie is 
the President of the Eastern Motorsport Press Associa-
tion, having helped to found the organization forty years 
ago. "I've been the President every year except one! I'm 
not sure if I'm popular or just stupid!" 

"I've been involved in motorsports writing for various 
trade publications, magazines and daily newspapers.  
I've also done PR work, and I started out as a photogra-
pher. I've announced races at 174 different race tracks 
around the country. Unfortunately many of them no lon-
ger exist. I don't know if I had something to do with that 
or not!

"I am a very fortunate guy in that, for the last 40 years, I 
have been able to get up in the morning knowing that I 
am doing something that I love to do, work in motor-
sports."

Ernie is also active in the field of sports marketing, rep-
resenting several racers, and he publishes a newsletter 
on motorsports marketing entitled 'Motorsports Sponsor-
ship Marketing News'.

"I've published that newsletter for 22 years. We have 
subscribers all over the United States and international-
ly."

A writer knows his craft requires he write frequently and 
Ernie has that requirement covered in spades. His area 
of coverage includes several forms of racing.

"I write four or five different columns every week. One 
for a newspaper, another for two different magazines, a 
trade publication called "Area Auto Racing News", and a 
few other outlets. I also do a few radio shows.

"I try to cover many areas of motorsports. I represent a 
few drag racers so I'm up on what goes on there. My 
first love years ago, was midgets but because they sort 
of died off there for a while I got involved with stock 
cars. I've always liked the Indy cars but they seemed 
destined to kill themselves off with the battles between 
Indy Car and Champ Car."

We asked Ernie about his approach and his methods for 
bringing a talented driver and a resource-laden sponsor 
together.

"We try to hook up the right company with the right team 
or racer. Sometimes we are able to hook up a company 
right at the beginning of the driver's career and allow the 
company and the driver to grow together. Of course, as 
the racer becomes better the level of support grows and 
it becomes something that allows the sponsor to be 
identified with that driver and the driver with that spon-
sor.  It becomes a pretty much perfect match.

"I would say I am somewhat unique in that I won't chase 
after or try to sell a one year deal.  I don't think they 
work. I think it takes a year or more for the sponsor and 
the team or driver program to start to work well, and it 
isn't until the second or third year that the most benefits 
are realized.

Member Spooootlight

"We have all kinds of 
methods for finding spon-
sors. There are several 
directories out there, and 
I attend a lot of marketing 
conferences. I also at-
tend all sorts of sporting 
events, and I am in a po-
sition to get into places 
where you will find the 
decision makers. Areas 
like hospitality suites are 
good places to get a 
chance to talk with them 
and exchange business 
cards.  We then follow up 
with some calls and see 
what we can create from 
there."

Ernie went way back in time when we asked him to recall a 
special moment in his career in motorsports.  Even back in 
his teens Ernie was already a President.

"Back in my early teens, in the 1950s, I had the first fan club 
for a race car driver. I was a big fan of Johnny Thomson, 
who finished third one year at Indy. That was his best finish 
there. He was just somebody that I became very fond of and 
so I started a fan club for him. I was the President of the 
club! Johnny ran USAC midgets and sprint cars mostly on 
the east coast, and in Indy cars all over the country.  He was 
killed in 1960.

"Johnny and I spent a lot of time together. He raised quarter 
horses and I would go up to his home and put my six foot 
two frame on his horses, and have my feet drag on the 
ground!

"Back then, Ernie 'Crocky' Wright and I were active in keep-
ing the organization going but, of course, when Johnny died 
that was the end of the fan club. But that was my start in 
motorsports. I was the kind of guy who would probably fig-
ure out a way to make some money out of motorsports and 
it has been my full time profession for the last 20 or so 
years.  I spent 13 years working for the American Broad-
casting Company in their publishing division. I was the Di-
rector of Marketing for a publishing arm called the Chilton 
Book Company. We published manuals on how to fix cars."

Ernie has had the good fortune to meet and spend time with 
some memorable people from inside the world of motor-
sports, as well as internationally known celebrities. 

"I've met Mohammed Ali and Sammy Davis Jr. and a lot of 
very nice people. I've met a couple of presidents. But I'm not 
an autograph or memorabilia collector. I have two auto-
graphs. I have a photo of Ali hanging in my office. I spent an 
evening at his house when he lived in New Jersey. I also 
have a $10 bill signed by Sammy Davis.  Those are the only 
autographs I have collected."

Ernie Saxton

Continued on next page...
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Leadership Changes at Honda 
Performance Development

American Honda Motor Co., Inc. recently 
announced that effective January 1, 2008, Robert 
Clarke, President of Honda Performance Develop-
ment, Inc. (HPD), in Santa Clarita, Calif., will 
move to a new executive advisory role at HPD, a 
position he will hold until his retirement from 
Honda on June 30, 2008. Named as the new 
president of HPD is Erik Berkman, currently 
Executive Engineer, Honda R&D Americas, Inc.

Berkman, a 25-year veteran of Honda and one of 
R&D’s most experienced new model project lead-
ers, brings to HPD a wealth of Honda knowledge 
and experience. With a mechanical engineering 
degree from Purdue University, Erik started his 
Honda career at the Honda of America Mfg., Inc., 
Marysville Auto Plant in 1982, managing a variety 
of quality-control and product-engineering depart-
ments. Following Marysville, Erik moved to the 
Anna Engine Plant, Anna, Ohio, and continued his 
work in quality control and product engineering.

In 1991, Erik was transferred to Honda R&D 
Americas, Inc. to work on the Accord wagon, Hon-
da R&D’s first U.S.-designed and developed vehi-
cle. In 1996, Erik became Chief Engineer, having 
led pre-development of the 1999 Odyssey, and 
served as the Large Project Leader (LPL) of the 
1998 Accord coupe. In 1999, Erik was promoted 
to Executive Engineer, serving as the LPL for a 
variety of U.S.-developed vehicles, including the 
Acura CL and Acura’s very successful and best 
selling TL.

Clarke, a 27-year Honda associate, has been the 
guiding force at HPD since its inception in 1993, 
when Robert established the new Honda racing 
subsidiary in Santa Clarita. During Robert’s 15-
year term at HPD, Honda’s on-track accomplish-
ments have been legendary, starting with Honda’s 
record in CART, where Honda won four Manufac-
turers’ Championships (’96, ’98,’99, ’01) and 65 
races prior to moving into the Indy Racing League 
in 2003. In its first three years of IndyCar competi-
tion against multiple manufacturers, Honda drivers 
and teams compiled an unmatched record, includ-
ing two Indianapolis 500 wins, two Manufacturers’ 
Championships (2004, 2005) and 28 total race 
victories. Honda became the single engine suppli-
er to the IndyCar series in 2006, and made history 
in both the 2006 and 2007 Indy 500 races by 

supplying the entire 33-car fields without a single 
engine failure – the only two such instances in the 
91-year history of the event.

Most recently, a new racing chapter evolved under 
Clarke's direction with Acura entering ALMS. The 
Acura ALMS program features the Acura LM V8, 
HPD’s first-ever and Honda’s first racing engine 
produced outside of Honda R&D Japan. The three 
Acura-powered teams debuted by finishing first, 
second and fourth positions in the LMP2 class at 
the 12 Hours of Sebring. 

Ernie Saxton In The Spotlight continued...
One thing Ernie did manage to 'collect' along the way 
was a family.

"I have one son who is 40 years old. Richard teaches 
automotive technology over at the Philadelphia Commu-
nity College. My wife Marilyn has been involved in the 
sport all of her life. Her father actually owned midget 
race cars years ago. When she came along I figured we 
were a perfect match because she grew up in the sport!  
We met at the races and over time got to know each oth-
er.  I'm surprised she didn't run the other way when she 
saw me in the pits! But I chased her until she gave up 
and we have been married for 32 years. We were both 
married before."

Ernie is still going strong in this business, but if not for 
sturdy shoes he could have logged many racing miles in 
a wheelchair. 

"I'm 66 years old and I have had a lot of fun in this sport. 
I have met a lot of great people. Did you know Michael 
Knight almost cut my leg off one time? We were running 
in a special media snowmobile race and he hit me in the 
back. The snowmobile lifted up and my leg went under 
the blade. If I hadn't had on real thick shoes I probably 
would have lost part of my leg!”

(Michael adds: “I did run into the back of Ernie's mobile. 
What he doesn't say is I flipped several feet into the air 
and had my arm in a sling for a week!)

You can reach Ernie Saxton at:

ERNIE SAXTON COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
1448 Hollywood Avenue, Langhorne, PA 19047-7417
215.752.7797 EMAIL: Esaxton144@aol.com

WWW.SAXTONSPONSORMARKET.COM

More News & Notes

http://www.saxtonsponsormarket.com
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