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Do you have a favorite old photo of
you, at work, covering
motorsports?
If so, please send it to the
editor - with a short caption - and
we will run it in a future issue of

ImPRESSions.
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2009 AUTO RACING ALL-AMERICA TEAM SELECTED
The 2009 All-America Auto Racing
Team has been chosen by the
nation’s motorsports press with a
surprise and a shocker coming out
of the final totals.
Just two drivers are contenders
this year for the Jerry Titus Award
-- the team’s Driver of the Year,
both of them dominating the vote
in their category. One is not all
unexpected but the other is a high
surprise and they stand just two
votes apart in the final tally. Who those two
are is not revealed until the All-America ceremonies in Brownsburg, Ind., on Jan. 16 but
they will come from among the eight drivers
named to the First Team by the voting members of the American Auto Racing Writers and
Broadcasters Association.
Two former Titus winners are on the team this
year -- Indy Car champion Dario Franchitti
(2007) and NHRA Top Fuel driver Tony Schumacher (2006, 2008), both bidding to repeat
this year after winning their categories.
The Titus, given in remembrance of the late
racer/journalist, signifies the top vote-getter on
the All-America team regardless of category,
is announced at the conclusion of the annual
AARWBA banquet, which is open to the public. One driver from each of seven categories
is elected to the First Team, one more to the
Second Team, and all drivers receiving at
least five percent of the vote (minimum five
votes) earn honorable mention.
Schumacher won his seventh NHRA Full
Throttle Top Fuel championship this year, his
sixth in a row. With his 5-win season he won
his seventh selection as an All-America in the
Drag Racing category, every one of them First
Team.
Franchitti was last selected when he won the
IRL Indy Car championship in 2007 when he.
After a year racing stock cars, he returned to
the IRL in 2009 to win it again and also rejoin
the All-America team for a fifth time, his second as a First Team member.

The shocker came in the Stock Car
category where Jimmie Johnson, on
the heels of his unprecedented fourth
straight Sprint Cup, and sentimental
favorite Mark Martin, virtually split the
vote with the ageless Martin coming
out on top in the balloting by just two
votes. It is Martin’s 15th time as an
All-America, his fifth on the First
Team. It is the eighth time Johnson
has made the team
Donny Schatz also scored a championship four-peat this year in the World of Outlaws
Sprint Car series. It was not his only quadruple as
he also won the prestigious Knoxville Nationals for
a fourth consecutive year in addition to 12 wins on
the WoO circuit. Winning the Short Track category,
this also becomes Schatz’ fourth straight year as a
First Team All-America.
In the Road Racing category, drivers racing as
teammates in the same car are voted on as a single
entity resulting in the Grand-Am Rolex Sports Car
Series’ Daytona Prototype champions Jon Fogarty
and Alex Gurney winning First Team honors. Their
four victories made them the most winning pair in
Daytona Prototype history. It is the third time as an
All-America and the second on the First Team for
both.
In Touring Series it was another 50-plus veteran,
NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series champion Ron
Hornaday, atop the tally after his six-win season. It
is Hornaday’s fourth All-America selection, each of
them First Team.
The vote in the At Large category produced IRL Indy Lights champion J.R. Hildebrand as the First
Team choice on the strength of his 4-win season.
Hildebrand was last on the team in 2006, a firstteam selection that year as the Formula Ford 2000
Champion.
The winners will receive their ‘Horsepower Trophy’
at the All America Team Banquet January 16, 2010
at the John Force Racing Facility in Brownsburg,
Indiana.
Information on the All-America Banquet is available
at www.AARWBA.org. The banquet and ceremony
is open to the public. --Rocky Entriken, Chairman

Results on next page
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Submitted By Rocky Entriken, Chairman

2009 ALL-AMERICA TEAM

OPEN WHEEL: Dario Franchitti

The AARWBA
Horsepower Trophy,
designed by
Hector Cademartori

STOCK CAR: Mark Martin
ROAD RACING:
Jon Fogarty / Alex Gurney
DRAG RACING: Tony Schumacher
SHORT TRACK: Donny Schatz
TOURING SERIES: Ron Hornaday

HONORABLE MENTION

AT LARGE: J.R. Hildebrand

(At least 5% of the vote)
OPEN WHEEL: none
SECOND TEAM

STOCK CAR: Kyle Busch. Tony Stewart

OPEN WHEEL: Helio Castroneves

ROAD RACING:
Gil deFerran / Simon Pagenaud,
Luis Diaz / Adrian Fernandez

STOCK CAR: Jimmie Johnson
ROAD RACING:
David Brabham/Scott Sharp
DRAG RACING: Ashley Force Hood

DRAG RACING:
Larry Dixon, Mike Edwards,
Robert Hight

SHORT TRACK: Joey Saldana

SHORT TRACK: Levi Jones, Brad Kuhn

TOURING SERIES: Parker Kligerman

TOURING SERIES: Justin Lofton

AT LARGE: Frank Manzo

AT LARGE: Travis Pastra

BOOK NOW!
January 16, 2010
AARWBA 40th Annual
All-America Team Dinner
Event to be held at the
John Force Racing headquarters
in Brownsburg, Indiana
For Hotel Reservations contact:
hwiles@comfortsuitesbrownsburg.com
The AARWBA group code is 100314
Go to www.aarwba.org
for more information!
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FIRST TEAM

News & Notes
Courtesy of Vintage Motorsport Magazine
http://www.vintagemotorsport.com/
Donna Mae Mims, known to racers as "The Pink
Lady" and a longtime member of the Steel Cities
Region of the SCCA passed away October 6. She
was 82.

Memorial contributions may be made to the National
Corvette Museum, Bowling Green Kentucky. Please add
or view tributes at www.beinhauerfamilyservices.com.
"Her Pinkness" will be sorely missed by her many friends
in the racing community.

Mims' love affair with sports cars began when she
and her former husband bought a Corvette in the
late 1950s. She competed for the first time in 1961
in the Donora Hillclimb and went to work for Don
Yenko in his thriving Chevrolet dealership in Cannonsburg, Pa. managing the Hi-Performance Dept.

Dale Earnhardt Foundation Accepting
Applications Now
Theresa Earnhardt made the following announcement at
the opening of the new NASCAR Hall of Fame media
event. (See next page for photos)

Donna Mae Mims - ‘Pink Lady’ - at VIR in 1966
Photo courtesy of www.steeltownvette.com

Though Mims had success racing Corvettes it was
in 1963 that she switched over to an Austin-Healey
Sprite in H Production and became the first woman
driver ever to win a Sports Car Club of America
National Championship.
Her career and involvement with Yenko led her to
racing such cars as the Camaro, Austin-Healey,
MGB, Corvette and Corvairs, always with "Think
Pink" emblazoned on them. She worked closely
with Zora Arkus-Duntov, Ed Cole and the pioneers
of Chevrolet racing.

“The Dale Earnhardt Foundation is currently accepting
applications for the Dale Earnhardt Legend Leadership
Award. The Legend Leadership Award is granted to
individuals who exemplify leadership qualities by identifying a problem, and creating a solution. Seven $7,000
educational grants will be awarded to the winning applicants.
“Deadline for entries is
December 31.
ANYONE can enter, seven
can win.

Visit earnit.org for full
details."

She raced many times at Sebring, Daytona and
Riverside. Donna Mae was a participant in the
original Cannonball Run where her 1968 Cadillac
Limo was wrecked with her teammate behind the
wheel. Mims' other interests included jazz music
and teaching Sunday school as an active member
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of the Mt. Lebanon United Methodist Church. She was
also a longtime member of the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand
Prix organization.

Donna Mae Mims

IHRA Introduces New Format For 2010
Submitted By Brian Wood | Editorial Director / Drag Review Magazine

In addition to the four standard professional classes, promoters may chose to include
others as well, making the mix of classes unique to each individual track and event.
The professional categories will consist of invitation-only fields with a new race and winner being named at the conclusion of each day of competition. Eight of the races on the
ten-event schedule will be completed in two days, with the two Canadian weekends extended to three days.
There will be no changes to the IHRA’s extensive sportsman racing programs with the exception of one less day of racing at
eight events. Champions will be crowned in each sportsman category at the conclusion of every Nitro Jam event, with the
winners earning a spot in the Tournament of Champions. This exclusive program offers qualified racers an opportunity to vie
for a class championship at the season-ending World Finals at Virginia Motorsports Park.
“With a new year comes a brand new look to the series and to the schedule and we couldn’t be any happier with the
direction things are going,” said IHRA President Aaron Polburn. “Never in all my years have I been more excited to get a
season underway. Next year will look completely different while at the same time retaining that same IHRA feel. We are still
going to focus on the core values of what makes IHRA unique in the motorsports world, just with an exciting new format.”
“More than anything else we have had a history of looking at what is
successful and what is not successful’” Polburn added. “We know that after
looking at other forms of entertainment it is critical that we package a program into a three-hour window with the right ticket price while still providing
a great show. By doing what we are doing I think we can expand our
audience, put on a better show in a shorter period of time and work inside
a budget for each of the marketplaces.”
IHRA would like to encourage media participation at our exciting new
events, and will be happy to provide credentials, background information,
interview opportunities, story ideas, photos, and more to all interested
journalists and photographers. For more information, please contact
Larry Crum, Communication & Publicity Manager, at lcrum@feldinc.com
or 419-663-6666.

2010 IHRA Nitro Jam Schedule
Jan. 29-30 (Fri-Sat)
March 6-7 (Sat-Sun)
May 1-2 (Sat-Sun)
June 18-19 (Fri-Sat)
June 25-27 (Fri-Sat-Sun)
July 16-18 (Fri-Sat-Sun)
TBD
Aug. 28-29 (Sat-Sun)
Sep. 11-12 (Sat-Sun)
Oct. 15-16 (Fri-Sat)
* Denotes 3 day event

Palm Beach International Raceway
State Capital Raceway
Rockingham Dragway
Rocky Mountain Raceways
Castrol Raceway
Grand Bend Motorplex
U.S. 131 Motorsports Park
Maryland International Raceway
New England Dragway
Virginia Motorsports Park

West Palm Beach, FL
Baton Rouge, LA
Rockingham, NC
Salt Lake City, UT
Edmonton, ALB *
Grand Bend, ONT *
Martin, MI
Budds Creek, MD
Epping, NH
Richmond, VA
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Beginning in 2010, the International Hot Rod Association’s North American tour will have an entirely new look. For the first
time in nearly forty years the professional segment of each Nitro Jam event will feature a fast-paced, three-hour show highlighted by racing in four primary categories: Top Fuel, Pro Fuel, Prostalgia Nitro Funny Car, and Pro Stock.

Changes At Indy And For The Indy Car Series
(Gleaned from recent press releases)
Rhonda Winter was named as chief information
officer of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, a new
position that will guide the direction of all information technology and related business units of the
company.
Experienced information technology executive
Winter will oversee the existing Information
Technology department and the newly created
New Media & Consumer Strategies department.
"I'm very excited to join the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway in this new role," Winter said.
"Technology is a key tool that can be leveraged to
enable strategies and grow core businesses, and
I'm looking forward to ensuring that IMS continues
as a worldwide motorsports leader in this area."

oped and implemented public relations strategies for several historic events including the unification of
open-wheel racing, Danica Patrick's first win and the series IZOD entitlement announcement earlier this month.
"I appreciate my time here at the Indy Racing League
where I have made many great friends and want to thank
Terry (Angstadt) and Brian (Barnhart) for the opportunity," said Griffin. "I really think the time is right for me to
entertain a new challenge, particularly something that
would allow me more quality time with my kids."
Before joining the Indy Racing League, Griffin worked for
NASCAR with his professional career also including
stops with World Cup USA 1994 and the Major Indoor
Soccer League. .

Winter comes to IMS with vast, successful experience in information technology. She established
and developed high-performance technology infrastructure as the chief information officer at CIK Enterprises in Indianapolis from 2006-09 and as CIO
for the Indianapolis Museum of Art from 2003-06.
"Providing clear focus and vision for the ever-growing role of information technology is a priority for
this company," IMS President and CEO Jeff
Belskus said. "Rhonda Winter has the skills and
experience to achieve this task, as her record of
success and achievement speaks volumes about
her abilities, and we welcome her to IMS."
Reporting to Winter will be Chuck Ferguson, senior
director of Information Technology, and Jarrod
Krisiloff, director of New Media & Consumer Strategies.

John Griffin Resigns As VP
Public Relations

IZOD Indy Car Series in 2010
Phillips-Van Heusen Corporation (NYSE: PVH) recently
announced a multi-year agreement in principle with the
Indy Racing League (IRL), the sanctioning body for the
IndyCar Series, for its IZOD brand to become the title
sponsor of the newly renamed IZOD IndyCar Series.
The IZOD IndyCar Series, which will mark the League's
first title sponsorship since 2001, introduced its new logo
and key partnership details today, with additional activation, promotional plans and marketing initiatives to be
revealed in the coming months, prior to the start of the
2010 season.

Indy Racing League Vice President of Public Relations John Griffin has submitted his resignation,
effective Dec. 18.

Under the new arrangement, IZOD will also retain its
designation as the official apparel partner of the Indy
Racing League, which began in 2008.

"John has been a valued part of our organization
and he will be missed," said Terry Angstadt, president of the commercial division of the Indy Racing
League. "His creativity and passion for the sport
brought publicity for the IZOD IndyCar Series to a
whole new level. We wish him the best of luck."

"The combination of young, dynamic drivers representing
over 14 countries, events in key domestic and global
markets and its strong American racing heritage make
the IndyCar Series a perfect fit for the sport-spirited IZOD
brand lifestyle," said Allen Sirkin, President and Chief
Operating Officer of Phillips-Van Heusen. "Our involvement with the IRL began shortly after the unification of
U.S. open-wheel racing and, despite the recession, we
have seen growth and sense the potential for even greater opportunity as the sport is re-energized on the American sports landscape, as well as abroad.”

Griffin joined the Indy Racing League as vice president in 2002, overseeing all aspects of the IZOD
IndyCar Series and Firestone Indy Lights public
and media relations program as well as strategic
communication. During his tenure, Griffin devel-
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Rhonda Winter Named CIO At Speedway

AARWBA President Dusty Brandel attended the
media tour of the NASCAR Hall of Fame in
Charlotte North Carolina recently. In the photo
below she is standing alongside her pal and
NASCAR legend David 'Silver Fox' Pearson.
(Photos by Dusty Brandel)

Humpy Wheeler and member Ken Squier. Both were
on the voting panel for the inductees to the new
NASCAR Hall of Fame in Charlotte.

Earnhardt ladies handed out invites to the media
to attend a champagne reception at Teresa
Earnhardt's suite
(Right) Teresa Earnhardt announcing the
Dale Earnhardt Foundation's new commercials,
and educational grants.
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Photos From The New NASCAR Hall Of Fame
Inductee Ceremony

Hearing Assistance Dogs Come In All Sizes, Including Chihuahuas
By Darcy Leigh Richardson, www.gazettes.com

When the 4-year-old Chihuahua hears a knock at the
door, her ears perk up and she runs toward the sound.
Then she races to Anne Proffit, her owner, and places both of her paws on Proffit’s knees. This cues Proffit
to stand, and Leah leads her to the door, signaling that
someone has been knocking.
As the first purebred Chihuahua certified hearing dog
placed in a home by the Sam Simon Foundation in Malibu, Leah is the right size for someone with a hearing disability who lives in an apartment, like Proffit. And more
importantly, Leah is the right size, weighing in at five
pounds, for someone with Proffit’s always-on-the-go lifestyle as an automotive and performance racing journalist
(she writes a monthly auto review for the Gazette).
On Monday, Nov. 16, Sam Simon Foundation animal
instructor and Assistance Dog Program Director Barb
Velasquez brought Leah to Proffit’s downtown Long
Beach apartment for the dog’s “orientation period” of four
to five days. Velasquez has been training Leah (and living with her) for the past five months since Leah was rescued by the foundation from the County of Los Angeles
Animal Care & Control Center in Agoura Hills.

when she contracted the mumps. The disease deadened the
nerve endings in her ears, and her hearing has grown progressively worse ever since. Although Proffit currently can hear sufficiently wearing hearing aids in both ears, she said she
removes the aids at night and cannot hear anything before she
gets up in the morning.

“I haven’t had a dog (as a pet) in a while and this is my first certified hearing dog,” Proffit said. “I didn’t even know they existed
until six years ago.”
After remaining on a waiting list with another certified hearing
dog placement program for a few years, Proffit found the Sam
Simon Foundation on the Internet last year and applied.
Velasquez said the foundation trains less than 10 dogs at any
one time and there are three trainers on staff. When a dog is
placed, a trainer will rescue another from a shelter in Ventura or
Los Angeles County.
“We set up an interview and assess if the person has enough
need,” Velasquez said of the foundation’s application process.
“Once we determine that, we try and get them a hearing dog as
quickly as we can, ideally within 6 months. Our waiting list time
is a year and a half maximum.”

A television writer, producer and director, Sam Simon
formed his namesake foundation in 2003 as an assistance dog program that rescues dogs from animal shelters and humane societies to become certified hearing
dogs for people who are deaf or hard of hearing.
Dogs who do not qualify as hearing assistance dogs are
called “career change dogs” and adopted out into lifelong
homes, Velasquez said. Approximately 30% of the rescued dogs make the grade to become certified hearing
dogs because of their sensitivity to sounds, attentiveness
and sociability.
“Hearing dogs come
in all shapes and
sizes versus guide
dogs (for the visually impaired) that are
usually Labrador
(Retrievers), German Shepherds and
Golden Retrievers,”
Velasquez said. “A
hearing dog can be
any dog, but we
usually work with
ones that are between 10 and 70
pounds. Leah is
definitely unique.”

While adjusting to Leah in her home, Proffit and Velasquez
worked together to teach Leah how to respond to her new owner. On Tuesday, Nov. 17, Proffit said she ate lunch at bouchees
bistro with Leah.
“Everyone wanted to talk to her and say hello,” Proffit said.
“She is very attentive, loving and social. My goal is for us to
work well together.”
Leah’s “professional” debut with Proffit on the job will be at the
LA Auto Show next month at the Los Angeles Convention Center. Leah also will travel with Proffit to Orlando next month
when Proffit covers the Performance Racing Industry Show
2009.
“My lifestyle is so different from most people with hearing disabilities,” Proffit said. “Barb said it’s one of the most difficult
placements she’s had in a while. But I don’t think Leah and I
have been separated for more than 30 minutes in the past
three days. We’re definitely bonding.”
For more information, visit www.samsimonfoundation.com.

Photo Caption: I HEAR YOU. Leah and Anne Proffit share a
moment in her downtown apartment. —Photo by Darcy Leigh
Richardson

Proffit said her
hearing disability
began as a child
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Leah isn’t your typical assistance dog.

Dave Argabright In Fast Company

Smith, a lifelong resident of Lincoln, Neb., has an
extensive resume of awards and achievements,
including induction in a number of Halls of Fame. His
experience is captured in exquisite detail in the
autobiography, which offers a penetrating and
sometimes painful look back at a period unmatched
in American history.

"Bill is also unique because of his business experience.
He started from nothing and built a very successful company (Speedway Motors), and there are many lessons to
be learned from his life.
"Above all, he's a racer. That's what I've always admired
about him, and that's what makes this book special. His
life, and all his experiences, they're coming from the
perspective of a hardcore racer. He's got that unique spirit,
that attitude, that anyone in racing can relate to."
The book will be available to the public on Dec. 3, and
pre-orders
are
now
being
accepted
at
www.americanscenepress.com, or at (317) 631-0437. All
books ordered prior to Dec. 1 will be autographed by both
Smith and Argabright.
The 352-page hardbound book features 32 pages of color
and b/w photos, with a foreword by NASCAR racer Ken
Schrader and an introduction by noted journalist Dr. Dick
Berggren.
This is Argabright's seventh book, coming on the heels of
his 2007 release, "Lone Wolf" with Doug Wolfgang. The
acclaimed book touched thousands of readers, and
earned the American Auto Racing Writers and Broadcasters Assn. "Book of the Year" honors.
"If people have enjoyed my other books, they'll enjoy this
one," Argabright explained. "Speedy Bill is known far and
wide as one of the real characters in our sport, and my
biggest challenge was capturing his voice and getting it
accurately on the page. I feel pretty good that we've done
that here."

Artists!
Express Yourselves!
Are you an artist? Do you like to draw, sketch,
or paint illustrations of cars and the people who race
them? Then why not showcase some of your work in this
newsletter?

"Speedy Bill is one of the pre-eminent characters in
the automotive world, and this was an intriguing
project from the beginning," said Argabright. "In
many ways, this is different than any other book I've
done, because Bill's life is different than anyone I've
known. He's one of the very few people who has
been front and center in so many elements of the
automotive world...racing, hot rodding, almost everything.

All artists are invited to submit an example of
your work that you are proud of. Your name and
contact information will appear with the drawing.
Are you proud of what you can do with a pen
or pencil or brush? Prove it by letting us
share your work with the other members
of AARWBA.
Submit scans of your work to the editor at:
ashartwell@att.net
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Racing legend "Speedy" Bill Smith has teamed with
noted author Dave Argabright to produce the autobiography, "Fast Company: Sixty Years of Racers,
Rascals, and Rods." The book covers Smith's extensive career in motorsports and the automotive
performance industry.

Josef Newgarden Wins Gorsline Company Scholarship
Press Release Submitted by Judy Stropus
in Indianapolis in January and at the Autosport Awards
banquet in London at a presentation by Sir Stirling Moss.

The Gorsline Scholarship is given to a young upand-coming driver each year who displays the attributes of a future champion. This award has been
sponsored by John Gorsline of The Gorsline
Company to recognize and help aspiring drivers to
develop both on and off the track to attain their professional goals.
Eighteen-year-old Newgarden has established himself as one of the leading up-and-coming drivers in
junior formula car racing. A championship-winning
driver in the karting ranks, the Tennessee native
has continued his winning ways behind the wheel
of a race car. He concluded his 2009 MSA Formula
Ford Championship of Great Britain finishing second overall. The talented American junior openwheel driver finished the season with a series-high
nine race wins, and as the leading rookie competitor.
In 2008, Newgarden won
three times and started
from the pole position a
series-high six times in the
BFGoodrich/Skip Barber
National presented by
Mazda series, en route to
narrowly finishing second in
the championship fight. Newgarden made history a
few months later by becoming the first American to
win the historic Formula Ford Festival in England,
when he took home top honors in the Kent class as
a member of the prestigious Team USA Scholarship program. In 2009, Newgarden competed
full-time in Europe as driver for Joe Tandy Racing
in the 25-race MSA Formula Ford Championship of
Great Britain Formula Ford Championship.
Newgarden is sponsored by Racer of Tomorrow
Ltd. and Newgy/Donic Robo-Pong ping pong
robots.
“Josef represents the spirit of this award extremely
well,” said Gorsline. “His youthful exuberance and
talent on the track, whether in a kart or a race car,
will take him a long way in his career. We are
proud of his efforts.”
Newgarden will be presented this award at the
American Auto Racing Writers and Broadcasters
Association (AARWBA) annual awards dinner held

In earning the Gorsline scholarship, Newgarden will work
with Dr. Jacques Dallaire, co-founder of the Human Performance Institute, in an individually designed Performance Enhancement program. Dallaire, Director of
Performance Prime, has personally worked with more
than 600 drivers in 35 countries from all forms of motorsport.
The Gorsline Company, headquartered in Rochester
New York, pioneered the business of providing insurance
for high risk professionals. The company specializes in
providing racing drivers and owners creative, custom designed insurance packages and estate planning strategies.
Previous winners of this honor have been:
2009 Joel Miller
2008 Dane Cameron
2007 JR Hildebrand
2006 Katherine Legge
2005 Colin Braun
2004 Ryan Lewis
2003 Rocky Moran Jr.
2002 Danica Patrick
2001 Patrick Long
2000 Bryan Sellers
1999 David Besnard
1998 Buddy Rice
1997 Butch Leitzinger
1996 Jerry Nadeau
1995 Anthony Lazzaro
1994 Bryan Herta

American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
“Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage Of Motor Sports”

10

All Contents © The American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association 922 North Pass Avenue Burbank, CA 91505-2703 (818) 842-7005

Josef Newgarden, of Hendersonville, Tenn., has
been awarded the 17th annual Gorsline Company
scholarship, presented by John Gorsline.

